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Congo is not a fiction. 


Due to geography, the country is very far from Brussels. 


It is a subcontinent that, under Leopold Il and Lumumba, would 
cover Europe. 


When talking about rubber, the vast expanse of the Congo, which 
covers 2,345 million Km2, must be considered. 


Rubber-related abuses were noted, especially in the North-West, in 
Ecuador, in the Anversoise and Abir companies, which were 
nationalized in 1906111. 


Concession société ABIR 


Inside the concessions, rubber collection stations, with sentries, 
were established along navigable rivers to ensure the evacuation of 
the product. 


Ï] Maps in Robert Harms, The end of red rubber : a reassessment, 
JOAH, 1975. 
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To Congolese historians, 
whose wonderful breed, 
barely hatched, 


is threatened with extinction! 


To Anna and Parker Borg, 
Jin Shen and Hui Bin Sun 


for friendship over continents. 


| must, first of all, thank those modern deities, who do not impose 
devotions, such as the Internet, softwarel?l and search engines, and 
telecommuting apps. 


| thank all those who responded, spontaneously and enthusiastically, 
to my requests for support in what will remain one of the great 
scientific and literary adventures of COVID-19, in DR Congo. 


They have all been admirable. 


But they didn't know what | was working on! This makes their 
availability more admirable. | will quote all of them at the end of the 
work and hereby deliver the first volume. 


The oldest was André Bernard Ergo, who had sent me the originals of 
his collection of old maps that | will have canvassed for my museum. 


The younger ones, Marvin and Sacha Yabili, made the graphics, Yann 
Mandey and Christelle Ntanga, the illustrations. 


Secrecy and total independence were essential to maintain the 
authenticity, sincerity, tempo and thread of the truth. 


| shared the immersion in this bubble of isolation with David M., a 
faithful member of my reading committee, and the newcomer and 
very efficient, Francoise D. 


Lubumbashi, June 2020 


The authorl?] 


[21 Google Traduction”, QuillBot”, 


B] There is no thanks to any sponsor. There is none! 


INTRODUCTION 


By the time I take the pen, a special military administrator has just 
completed his mission in the former territory, the personal property 
of Leopold III]. 


On 16, 17 and 18 December 2018, more than 500 people were 
massacred with machetes or bullets or burned in Yumbi, Bongende 
and Nkolo. There was torture, looting, and mutilation of another 
age. Scenes and images of horror, and amongst them, this “hand cut- 
off! 


Hand cut off in 2018 in Yumbi, DR Congo. OARR 


A colour photo taken from a smartphone! Yes, even “in the heart of 
darkness’, we were in the Twenty-First Century. The horror image 
referred to severed hands. But in Yumbi, there was no red rubber 
left. Or Leopold Il. 


How can we explain that in the Congo, such horrors can still be 
perpetrated when the popular imagination binds them to the beard 
of Leopold Louis-Philippe Marie Victor of Saxe-Coburg-Gotha, 
crowned Leopold Il, King of the Belgians? 


Elsewhere in the world, and even at the present time, Saudi Arabia 
and other Moslem countries still apply Islamic law or Sharia law and 


cut off hands, without emotionl®l! Adulterous women are stoned to 
death. We administer the whip, the symbol of colonial barbarism… 
no one is disturbed by it! 


Reasoning from the absurd, todays world would doubtlessly have 
tolerated severed hands if Leopold Il had been a black or Arab- 
Muslim ruler! Or if he had enacted a law, in due form, ordering that 
hands be amputated in the event of a failure in the collection of 
rubber! 


But we would nevertheless speak of corporal punishment, ignoring 
that Leopold Il had a law, in due form, that forbidden lashing the 
chicottelfl on civilians! 


As | take my pen through the keyboard, in the capital, Kinshasa, road 
traffic police officers remove license plates from vehicles of 
reprehensible motorists and take them to their police station as 
indisputable evidence of an offence that will remain unknown. The 
motorist is then forced to buy back his piece of sheet metal. This is 
done illegally and is known to the best of knowledge of the highest 
judges, ambassadors, and other dignitaries. And without being 
moved! 


The ripping of number plates echoes the tales of Leopolds horrors. 
The cutting off the hands of corpses served as evidence of death. In 
those ancient times, it was the privileged material proof; there was 
no Smartphone to bring back a photo or pen and paper to verbalize… 


But what happens in Kinshasa is much worse: amputated vehicles are 
not * corpses" or wrecks! They are in working order. In a state of 
life... 


By the time | take the pen, all over Congo, wage arrears are the 
norm; they run over several years and they are called SIDAI1. Forcing 
an employee to work without a daily living is a violation not only of a 
basic human right, but also of the most basic common sense of 
villagers. 


“The owner of a hen thinks about giving him a drink; he knows that 
without water, the hen will die, and he will have no eggs! How can 
Congolese people force their fellow citizens to work without 
worrying about their vital needs? 


Many graduates of universities (whose abhorrent colonizers had 
unjustly and criminally deprived the country), and those who run 


thousands of employees, are undoubtedly less educated than the 
wise villager who raises chickens!"[8] 


Forced labour is rightly criticized for being poorly paid under the 
colony; but, that law wage was paid and there had been no * SIDA "… 


By the time | take the pen, unpaid debts in a public companyi’! have 
accumulated for 273 monthsi!0l. The system has even refined itself 
with a discount of 56 %[11l of these virtual remuneration. During the 
Twenty-First Century, colonial “forced labour” has been replaced by 
trafficking in human beings. 


At the time of writing, | have just illustrated a book on Chinese 
penetration in Congo, subtitled * Chronicle of a chosen colonization” 
with the scene of some cobalt mine. 


The prices of this metal have soared, like those of rubber in the 
Leopold era. A military man is the custodian of a mine operated by a 
Chinese man and carries out his orders. 


This happened in a Chinese mine in 2019. © ARR 


The photo was taken from a 1/-second video. The Chinese can be 
heard shouting, * Pika! Pika! “(Hit! Hit again!) 


The soldier, who handles a whip, methodically tortures a man lying in 
the mud, his hands tied behind his back. The man on the ground 
twists and turns. The military turns around to better hit the man. 
Again, and again! 


This video made a buzz on social networks, in June 2019. People 
were able to identify the Chinese mine, and a human rights NGO 
denounced the act to the prosecutor's office. 


But there was no reaction from the Congolese political, 
administrative, and judicial authorities. 


If such torture had been ordered by a Belgian, he would have been 
arrested, presented to the public and expelled from the territory. 
But he was a Chinese, the new masters of the country, who were 
thought and behaved as such! And this page has been closed.… 


By the time | took the pen, people were already gutting in Belgium 
about Leopold Il. 


Now, as | put down the pen, the world is being moved by a 
movement that could be called “June for Blacks’ by Black Lives 
Matter. We have gone from denouncing police violence based on the 
crime of facies to symbols linked to racism and slavery of all, of all 
times, and on all continents! 


Suddenly, and in a strange way, the international posture of 
malevolence that was attached to Leopold Il was diminished by the 
desecration of the representations of more important and revered 
personalities, such as Julius Caesar, Christopher Columbus, Charles 
de Gaulle, or Winston Churchill. 


In Belgium, Leopold Il was disbanded and painted red. But there was 
no echo in Congo. 


For my part, | am rather concerned about the many so-called 
Leopold’s ghosts that haunt the Congo. 


Because | am not a subject of the Belgian dynasty. 
I'm Congolese! 


[4] The exploitation of the country had been entrusted to companies; 
a territory was reserved for Leopold Il : The “Domain of the Crown’. 


B] In 2018, a young black Pilgrim was amputated from the hand with 
which he masturbated during Ramadan, africa24. info. 


[6] Whip or lash with a strip of hippopotamus skin as a disciplinary 
punishment for soldiers. But not for the population. 


[7] This acronym of AIDS, SIDA in French, means “Unpaid Salary For 
Years”. 


[B] M. Yabili, in, Droit du Travail Congolais 1885-2010 : déroute et 
pistes de redéploiement, in Droit à lépreuve du Temps, PUL, 2010. 


[?] National Railway Company of the Congo (SNCC, in French). 
[10] At the end of February 2020. 


[1] Indexation of the Congolese franc to 0.75 instead of 1.71 US 
dollar. 


WHERE I COME FROM 


My foundation, here and now! 


All this is because of the lockdown due to COVID-19. 


| was one of the Congolese consultants for the “Lancet Commission{!2! 
on reparations and redistributive justice” and was well aware of the 
prospect that Congos painful path would make it the epicentre of 
demands for reparations. | immediately indicated to my colleagues 
that ‘a historical compilation, even of very high quality, will 
inevitably conclude with the exploitation of the Congolese people, 
criminal, unbearable and permanent ín time, despite the diversity of 
the nations involved and the mutations of the world order. It would 
reinforce people's despair. Should a Congolese feel handicapped by 
the “hands cut off" under King Leopold Il, or better think that, 
despite this, he has both hands to build a more beautiful country? 
What matters is work that would arouse people's resilience.” 
Subsequently, | discovered that the colonial past was filled with 
falsifications to make people lose the needed resilience. | then 
published in February 2020 my book China-DR Congo: Chronicle of a 
chosen colonization and Il wrote to my colleagues [13] saying that "| 
had considered the continuation of this story with an introduction 
about the unbroken race for natural resources. The high demand for 
rubber under Leopold Il resembles that which is still ongoing with the 
Chinese seeking cobalt; the “hands cut off" in the past are nowadays 
the wounds of the poor cobalt diggers. By documenting myself, | had 
access, through the Internet, digitization, and search engines, to 
10,000 pages of the Official Bulletin of the Congo Free State (CFS) 
that had not really been consulted before. | accumulated surprises 
and facts too new and too heavy for my simple project of writing an 
introduction to a book. 


If there had been any previous and reliable publication, it would 
have been enough for me to refer to it. But |l found none, and | 
decided to write this new one!” 


My project is clear and simple. There is nothing else. 


The past carries lessons. During the wars of religion, the Inquisition, 
or jihad ordered by fatwal!“l, the Messenger would have sometimes 
been tortured and even killed to eliminate a painful reality to hear. 


Just now, as I’m typing on the keyboard, | know that | will be “chased 
after”. With praise for one sentence and quarrels about another. But 
the 20,500 redundancies of my name on the Google search engine 
offer the transparency of my constant quest for independence of 
opinion. In particular, | rub shoulders with anti-and pro-leopoldians, 
but by taking some sanitary distancing to protect myself from their 
possible “postilions’ filled with emotions and machinations. 
Yesterday, like now, | do not seek to please or disturb. | keep talking 
as usual. | am myself! 


'm Congolese. | was born and | live in my country. | never thought of 
acquiring another nationality. | am staying here, and | am well, 
according to the Roman adage “ubi bene ibi patria"{131, 


Money being the nerve of war, as they say, | have never asked or 
received locally or abroad a single penny, directly or indirectly, for 
myself, my relatives, or my work and achievements. Anyway, | 
respect researchers and artists, institutions, and sponsors, except 
when they abuse people. That would be unacceptable. 


| do not volunteer; | am aware that in another life and under other 
circumstances, | should have created a foundation of my own that 
would have funded research, publicationsi!él, conferences, 
museums{1”l, etc. that Il offer to my people. 


Thats why my body, my mind, ís my foundation! 


MZ] The Lancet is a prestigious international medical journal. The 
study focused on reparations for the suffering of African Americans 
and other natives. 


113] In May, l also informed Belgians members of Mémoires du Congo. 
14] Sentence of Muslim law inspired by the Koran. 


15] Roman adage: my homeland is where | feel good. 


6] An ongoing series with 17 paper and digital books published since 
2012. 


17] Yabili family museum is dedicated to collective memory through 
the family memory approach. 


A story never told before 


I'm not Belgian; I'm Congolese. Without any complex. 


Belgians and Congolese have in common the period when the record 
holder of the Belgian dynastyl!ël was also the king of the Congo for 
23 years (1885-1908). Such an accumulation of crowns exists[1?1. 


In the nineteenth century, Belgium was a young state. It was virgin of 
any colonialism[20l or slavery past and it gained international stature 
by omission. By declaring itself neutrall211. 


In 1885, the whole of Africa was colonized or placed under 
trusteeship, but Congo climbed to the podium of the three existing 
sovereign countries. [221 


The borders that have been, since 1894, the crucible of Congolese 
identity were acquired, by treaty, by Leopold Il. 


Thus, Congo has absolutely no debt to Belgium for its international 
existence. 


Later, it was through a bilateral treatyl?3l, between two sovereign 
states, regularly ratified, that the Kingdom of Belgium became the 
metropolis of the Belgian Congo (1908-1960). 


The little-known truth is that in 1960, Belgium did not grant 
Congolese independence, but it returned it[241. 


What I'm telling is a whole different story! Which the historians never 
told. 


| am not a practising historian and | do not seek to usurp the title. | 
am a passionate consumer of the works of historians. |l admire them, 
especially when they don't abuse people. 
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The colonies and protectorates in Africa from 1885 to 1908, with 3 
independent states: Ethiopia, Liberia, and Congo. 


The Congolese could well celebrate their national holiday on July 
Ist, the day of the proclamation of the Congo Free State (CFS) in 
1885. Or on May 12th, the date of the Treaty of 1894, which 
completed the delimitation of the country’s 10,730 km of borders, 
the equivalent of a quarter of the circumference of the globe! 


Thus, Congo is the oldest independent country in Africa, after 
Ethiopia (800 BC) and Liberia (1847). The only country that was not 
colonized in Berlin![25] 


[8] 44 years (1865-1909), followed by Baudouin |, 42 years (1951- 
1993). 


19] Elizabeth Il of England is the Sovereign of 16 independent 
countries. 


[20] Except trade by the Ostend company in the eighteenth century. 
[21] So did the Congo Free State. 
[22] Independent Nations: Ethiopia in 800 BC ; Liberia in 1847. 


[23] Treaty of Cession of 28 November 1907, enforced on 15 November 
1908. 


[24] M. Yabili, Vraiment Congo une tribu, Mediaspaul, 2015, P 66. 


[23] M. Yabili, Vraiment, op.cit. 


An insolent intrusion 


While I’m writing, | received a copy of an academic book containing 
my contribution in tribute to “ a great historian of his country and 
the world ” [26]. Having rubbed shoulders, by scientific fair play, with 
prestigious feathers of studies and historical narratives about Congo, 
allows me the indelicacy of an intrusion into an explosive subject, 
rich in prejudices and controversies: King Leopold II! 


In my presentation, | explained thatl?/l the history of Congo is fed 
almost exclusively by the colonial library. It is made up of a set of 
narratives by non-Africans; it is also called the “history of the 
winners. The authors are not identical. They are either simple and 
honest people, or scientists, or even passionate praisers or advocates 
of colonization. The Congolese themselves had not collectedi2ël or 
transmitted their own testimonies and opinions by using similar 
supports (such as writing, images, and sounds); they used the 
materials of the “winners"[291. 


The database of narratives on the history of Congo is extraordinary. If 
a colonial man is so easily hanged, it is by using the rope he had 
braided. He carried with him paper, an inkwell, and feathers, which 
he cut to write personal diaries, which he transmitted through 
occasional carriers; he described his actions, gestures, and 
observations; he expressed his emotions. Once groomed by good 
internal analysisl20l, and purged of subjective considerations and the 
obsolete decor of an era of prejudices and limited knowledge, the 
colonial library is acceptable and useful. 


[26] Hommage à Isidore Ndaywel, historien de son pays et du monde, 
PUL, 2020 


[27] The rest consists of excerpts from the authors written 
contributions. 


[28] Even today, the culture of diaries, chronicles, and archives is 
lacking, whether for family memory or collective memory and public 
institutions. 


[29] The Basuku people borrowed their past from the writings of the 
first missionaries. 


[30] Historical criticism. 


External-internal quarrels 


The Congolese have legitimately, but somewhat blindly, adopted 
sections of the colonial library that attack the colonial system. But 
these narrators were engaged ín internecine quarrels ín the 
metropolis. 


For example, in Belgium, secularism manifested itself in 
anticlericalism allied to the Freemasons. This led to the 
establishment of a secular university in Lubumbashi to counter the 
launch of the Catholic University, Lovanium, in Kinshasa. The first 
university courses were taught during the Second World War; this 
event is cut from the history of the country because it was the 
initiative of Catholic missionaries. For the same reasons, Jef Van 
Bilsenl?!l and the Manifesto of African Conscience of 30 June 1956 
are cited as precursors of independence, without any mention of the 
Catholic bishopsi?2l who had previously taken some distance from the 
Colony by calling for the political emancipation of Blacks and by 
condemning racism in all its forms. Such political rebellion by 
missionaries were common in Africal?3l and it is still perpetuated 
within episcopal conferencesl34l. Scholarly studies have made 
missionaries the “pillars"[351 of Belgian colonization, while, at least, 
evangelization and freedom of religion were compulsory programs of 
the Treaty of Berlin in 1885. 


Anticlericalism was thus militant and reductive, and falsified many 
aspects of history. It linked the low level, although widespread and 
free, of education to the racism of missionaries who would not have 
believed in the intellectual capacities of Blacks, even though they 
had started by training black priests or pastors’ counterparts. 


It was put in the books that Thomas Kanza was the first university 
graduate, but he was a secular and a Congolese from Belgium (1956). 
The very first graduate was Paul Panda Farnanal?!, an agronomist 
trained in Belgium (1907). But considering post-secondary 
educationl3/1, it is father Stefano Kaoze (1917) who is the first 
graduate trained in Congo. 


Anticlericalism[?8l has even infiltrated and falsified popular history. 
In 1941, strikers were shot dead in Lubumbashi. Popular paintings of 
the scene usually insert a bishop into itl3?1. Not only was the prelate 
absent from the scene, but he had advocated an increase in the 
salaries of the same workers, an attitude which prompted the 
London-based Belgian government to order his arrest. Monsignor 
Jean-Félix de Hemptinne had to flee to the Bush. This is how a brave 
man was depicted as an executioner of Africans, only because of 
Belgian-Belgian quarrels. 


Shootout inspired by Belgian anticlericals. © Collection L. Verbeek 


This heroism was also that of the first missionaries. They had a life 
expectancy of about 5 years in Congo, and some were given 
extremely anointingl®?! at the time of their journey to Africa. There 
were many young idealists. Their graves are still lined up in the 
Mpala locality, which overlooks Lake Tanganyika. The Catholic 
mission was a fort where people who fled slavers and brutality took 
refugel41!. 
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Portico of the Catholic mission of Mpala. © Franck Demaeght 


[11 A thirty-year plan for the emancipation of Belgian Africa, 1956. 


[21 Declaration of the bishops of Congo and Ruanda Urundi on 


political and social problems, June 1956. 


[331 X. Fauvelle ET alii, Atlas historique de l'Afrique, Autrement, 
2019. 


[34] CENCO, National Episcopal Commission of the Congo. 


[33] Classification of the materialist historiographer, Michel Merlier, Le 
Congo de la colonisation belge à l'indépendance, L'harmattan, 1992. 


[36] Antoine-Tshitungu-Kongolo, Visages de Paul Panda Farnana 
Nationaliste Panafricaniste Intellectuel Engagé, L'Harmattan, 2011. 


[37] There are masters in cooking and hospitality. Why not in the 
priesthood? 


[38] For K. E. Tigori, postcolonialism would be the continuation and 
transposition to Africa of the hatred of Christianity dating back to 
the eighteenth century. 


[39] Bishop John Felix of Hemptinne. 
[40] The last sacrament of the Catholic Church, for the dying. 


[41] The Treaty of Brussels of 1890 organized places of refuge, which 
were numerous in the Congo Basin. The missionaries welcomed all 
those ín danger, sometimes within their own communities. 


Historians of the very particular winners 


Successful historical books about Congo are the works of non- 
Africans, including Jules Marchall®2l, Ludo De Wittel®?l, David Van 
Reybrouckl®“! and Adam Hochschildi*?!. 


Jules Marchal based on the credibility of the Congo Holocaust on the 
cargoes of arms that E. D. Morel witnessed being shipped to Africa at 
the time of the “hands cut off”; he makes no link with the bloody 
anti-slavery campaigns at the same timel6!. 


It is absurd to imagine an entire population being eliminated so that 
they can produce more rubber and ivory or pay more taxes. His 
virulence suggests that such a little King had invented universal 
colonialism and capitalism. 


For his part, Ludo De Witte states that Lumumba was the only 
intelligent and respectable Congolese and that all the others were 
only children and puppets of whites. Only a white man, even 
subordinated to Blacks, is an adult, conscious and responsible. These 
are true little racist opinions. 


David Van Reybroeck collected colourful, sometimes extravagant 
testimonies. He calls himself a historian, but he does not use basic 
professional and indispensable tools such as historical criticism. He 
received significant funding for his work and the French translation, 
which allowed him to win a literary prize, and then, to be distributed 
at low prices in Congo, to young people who cannot read Congolese 
historians. He illustrates both the lightness and the quest for the 
impact of the history of the winners. 


Adam Hochschild caused a stir with 10 million people killed ín the 
Leopold Holocaust. He clearly says in the introduction of his book 
that he had learned on a plane, the estimated population of Congo in 
1880 and that he had subsequently discovered, in a library, that the 
figure had diminished after the red rubber episode. But he then 
invented and maintained the intangible toll of 10 million disappeared 
people by a simple calculation of subtraction between two uncertain 
and changing censuses. 


The success of these historians comes from the ideological option of 
anti-colonialism. But their professional qualifications are diminished, 
if not annihilated, by the fact that they only put the spotlight on 
Belgium, whose navel they scrutinize under the microscope. 


This is a triple falsification of history. 


Upstream, Belgium did not invent colonialism and it refused to 
engage in it in 1885. 


Downstream, of all the colonial powers, Belgium was the only one 
that granted independence without firing a shot or a war of 
liberation. 


Finally, history cannot be partial and abstract. Belgians and 
Congolese have evolved in global contexts and surroundings. 


The “historians of the winners” are completely unaware of thisl#71. 


[42] E. D. Morel vs. Leopold Il. L'histoire du Congo, L'Harmattan, 
1966. 


[43] L’Assassinat de Lumumba, Karthala, 2000 
[44] Congo a story, Actes sud, 2012 


[45] King Leopold's Ghost: A Story of Greed, Terror, and Heroism in 
Colonial Africa, Mariner Books Paperback, 1998. 


[46] René Grauwet (Au service du Katanga 1904-1905, L'Harmattan, 
2012) speaks of these weapons against slavery that stopped towards 
the Atlantic only in 1906. 


[47] “The fact remains that in universities, recruitment classes ín 
History are deserted, even as a refuge, at a time when the DR Congo 
has nearly a thousand universities and higher institutes. For example, 
at the Faculty of Letters and Human Sciences of the University of 
Lubumbashi (UNILU), history students are only a few dozen, barely 
1.5% of thousands of those in the related department of information 
and communication sciences. This disaffection with history cannot 
remain at the level of a simple, passive, and resigned observation. 
There are professional incentive mechanisms. Strongly a campaign 


“historians in peril, education threatened, nations in danger’; 
because “we are not cattle or ruminants that think of nothing but 
food.” This mobilization begins with efforts to reflect this thought.” 
M. Yabili, Hommage ad Isidore Ndaywel, op.cit. 


Colonial violence 


One should be surprised, with regards to the Congo, by the degree of 
tension over the Belgian colonial past. Indeed, if one considers the 
500 years of history that began with the first visit of the sailor Diego 
Cao, the period of time of the Congo Free State and the Belgian 
Congo represents only 4% and 9.6% of the historical route and 11% 
since independence. 


The country has a long history, before Leo Il and Belgium. The 
duration of independence with full responsibility of the Congolese 
has become longer than under Belgian rule. 


This matter is not abstract. A policy is judged by its results. A graph 
shows what “colonial violence” has generated in GDP. The index grew 
to a peak, then started a continuous descent. Extraordinarily, the 
peak marks independence and the end of the said colonial violence. 
Later, the degressive curve is strangely the opposite of the colonial 
era’s progression. 


GDP in 1920, 1960 and 2019. Evolution in constant US dollars. 
© Marvin & Marcel Yabili. 


This graph is frustrating. Some people conceal it in order to focus on 
the colonial violence. For these, nothing should suggest that there 
had been any single good clue or single ray of colonial sunshine. 
Everything was or should be dark, like the colour of people's skins! 
Isn't that racist? 


Certainly, as Jean De La Fontaine says, “it is better to be poor and 
free than rich and slave,"l%8l but others also say that sustainable 
productivity and wealth come from people's freedom. 


Human nature is made so: one breathes to supply the organism with 
oxygen. Not to live in the past moments, but for the moments to 
come. We feed ourselves, not to satisfy the hunger of yesterday or 
the previous day, but to keep or build up energy for the next 
activities. 


More than the different readings of the history of a community or a 
country, more than perceptions and opinions about the past, what 
matters really is the present and the future. 


This is human nature. “Because a man without a memory is a man 
without a life; a people without a memory is a people without a 
future"[4?1. So, history is only valid when it carries lessons. 


At the time | am writing, |l am confined because of the Covid-19 
Coronavirus pandemic. It will make history for having paralysed 
activities and revealing what the planet would have been without the 
overflows of human activity. For example, the stinking waters of the 
canals of Venice, a personal and painful experience, cleared up. 


Many historical books are being written about COVID-19. But all the 
most accurate, diverse, or entertaining anecdotes will not be worth 
what everyone and communities have learned as a lesson not only 
from the virus itself and the weaknesses of governments and 
organizations, but also from the world vision, philosophy, and even 
metaphysics. 


History is important; the lessons of history are better! 


Finally, the famous “colonial violence” could well be, for the victims, 
an experience for the entire building process of the DR Congo. A 
country that is considered to be one of the richest in the world, but 
with a population that is amongst the poorest. It would be an 
achievement, a lesson of “their” history. 


Indeed, violence, like a known disease, must be identified in order to 
cure it and to protect oneself from it. To look for weaknesses, 
anomalies, abuses, and pitfalls to avoid. 


The country has experienced misdeeds, abuse, bullying, and 
humiliation, but it is not the only victim of universal barbarities: 
both beforel?0l and during the colonial eral?!l, and today in the 
Congo and the rest of the world[22l. 


The evolution of GDP from 1920 to 2019 shows that Colonization 
initiated progressive economic development, while Independence 
was followed by a decline. 


The “lesson of history” is that, despite the current bad indications in 
DR Congo, what was possible yesterday, here and with the people 
from here, is always and even more feasible in better ways. Thanks 
to modern knowhow and techniques, and the fact that now, 
normally, local wealth is no longer taken away. 


The “lesson of history’ is to know well the strengths and assets of the 
country and the people to promote them. 


[48] French fabulist in The Wolf and the Dog. 
[49] French Maréchal Ferdinand Foch. 


[50] “Aulus Hirtius, a friend of Julius Caesar, said that in order to 
pacify Gaule, after a particularly violent insurrection at 
Uxellodunum, he had the prisoners hands cut off and made them 
walk through the land, to dissuade the other Gauls and preserve the 
Pax Romana’. In M. Yabili, Vraiment, op.cit. 


1] “Barbarism is exemplified by the butchery of the First World War, 
which killed 18 million people, half of them soldiers. Not to mention 
working conditions, even with children, and the cost of slavery. And 
all over the world …… American Indians were massacred and 
“eradicated” by the “pale faces’: white people. After leaving Congo, 
Roger Casement found in Peru equally barbaric exploitation of 
rubber. Worse, Casement was a nationalist in a colonized Ireland, 
and the British hanged him. The Germans had massacred hundreds of 
thousands of Tanzanians and committed the genocide of 85,000 
Hereros and Namas from Namibia. In South Africa, and well before 
white racism towards Blacks, the British built the first concentration 
camps into Which they starved tens of thousands of white women and 
children. The French massacred 89,000 Malagasy. And in Congo, 
whose capital keeps the name of Brazzaville, France has been 
accused of crimes against humanity and slavery on the railway 
leading to Pointe-Noire. Also, at the time of the hands cut off, on the 


opposite bank of the river Congo, two French colonial employees 
celebrated July 14 Day in 1903 “by blowing up a Negro with 
dynamite!" M. Yabili, Vraiment, op.cit. 


2] The Congolese were liberated, long before the majority of 
African countries, before the end of black segregation in the US, or 
Apartheid in South Africa. 


The “Crusarders” of decolonization 


As the traditional churches are empty, new ones are being built and 
filled with madmen of a new kind, named « postcolonial » 
specialists. They act like true jihadists! 


Colonization-bashing is fashionable. Its a business that sells well. 
Indignation, denunciations, requests for repentance and reparations 
elicit reactions and rectifications?:l, either provocativel?“l or 
sickened[?3l or ironicl?6l. 


The “Age of Enlightenment’ that forged European and world 
structures is accused of having organized white superiority by 
obscuring other variants of science. 


So much so that on social media, a white man can say: “you Blacks, 
you were the Pharaohs of Egypt; give up French, the language of the 
savages that we have been! 


“ As if blacks are entitled only to calculate with the bone of Ishango 
and not to measure with a caliperl”/l.. But these racialist theories 
are broken: we know now that Europeans were black coloured 6000 
years ago; they could also claim the descent of the black Pharaohs... 


A brilliant television series about slaveryl®l had described the 
abolition in America's cotton fields. It added immediately that “this 
slavery was revived by the Belgians who introduced the cultivation of 
cotton in the Congo...” 


However, the textile plant created jobs and industries and ensured 
income; it was also the master piece of the rotation of several food 
Crops. 


In 20141, the prestigious journal Science published a study by the 
Universities of Oxford and Leuven that blamed the spread of the AIDS 
virus on the creation of colonial cities in the 1920s[é0l. As if the 
creation of Congolese towns was also colonial violence. 


Others found the hands cut off of Leopold Ils time in Lumumba's 
mutilated body dissolved in acidlé!l! They joined the obsession of 


Ludo De Wittelf2l who denies Blacks any possibility of maturity and 
responsibility. But the man who led the squadlé?l claimed the descent 
of a palace, which well before the CFS, was " lined with skulls with 
open jaws that death did not close… 
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The Palace of M'siri surrounded by skulls, Edouard Riou. © ARR. 


. grimacing heads, some parched, others bleeding, exhibited for 
the sole purpose of proving the power of a king whose life had been 
nothing but a succession of crimes and cruelty. At his brutal death, 
his own bodyguards sliced off his head!"[€4 


Thus, and contrary to the words of the jihadists, or new ” Crusaders 
“‚ on Lumumba, the unacceptable is not the “colonial” input; the 
unacceptable is violence! 


The violence that reigned in Bunkeya before the arrival of 
Leopold II's delegates; the violence against Lumumba and his corpse, 
sixty years after the “hands cut off’; the violence in Yumbi, near the 
ancient lake Leopold III62, fifty-seven years after Lumumba's 
assassination in 1961. 


The new “Crusaders made the connection between the hands cut 
offl6él, photographed in black and white in 1904 by the English 
missionary Alice Seeley Harris, and Lumumba in 1961, by inserting a 
colour photo of the site of the execution, taken in 2010 by a brilliant 
Congolese artist. [67] 


The “Crusaders" exploited several other Congolese artistsi6ël. 


This occurred with an admirable comiclé®l about the air battles of 
the First World War in 1916 on Lake Tanganyika. Pages were inserted 
against Leo Il, who died previously in 1909. 


M'siri is praised for resisting Belgium, which was no more a colonizer 
at the time of his death, in 1891. The Belgians are also accused of 
having illustrated M'Siri with disadvantageous features ín a drawing 
that had been made, well before their arrival, by the renowned 
Portuguese explorers, Hermenegildo Capello and Roverto Ivens. 


Would the visceral hatred of colonization be so fictitious? That the 
“Crusaders’ are feeding it with falsifications? 


M'siri in the Portuguese book Da Angola à Contra-costa, Capello-lvens, 1886. 


These modern Crusaders are adherents of “postcolonial studies”. 


“They postulate that, in postcolonial societies, the legacy of 
colonialism, an expression of white domination, is both living and 
structural. They see it at work in the social order, mentality, and 
dominant discourse. Hence the call to deconstruct the social 
representations, beliefs, and stereotypes that make up this heritage, 
and even, for the most radical, the entire social-racial order, 
because it is inherently unequal and discriminatory.” 


D3] Jean-Pierre Nzeza Kabu Zex-Kongo, Léopold Il, le plus grand chef 
d'Etat de l'histoire du Congo, L’Harmattan, 2018. 


[4] Bruce Gilley, the case for colonialism, Third World Quarterly, 
2017, says: “Britain's development is surely inseparable from the way 
it welcomed and celebrated its colonizers, from the Romans to the 
Normans. Otherwise, the country would be a wasteland filled with 
Druid worshippers’. 


[5] Kakou Ernest Tigori, l Afrique à désintoxiquer : sortir l'Europe 
de la repentance et l'Afrique de l’infantilisme, Dualpha, 2018 ; 
Oualatta Gaho dit Pierre, L’'Afrique noire victime de ses péchés, 
L'Harmattan, 2020. 


[36] V. Konan, Si le Noir n'est pas capable de se tenir debout, laissez- 
le tomber, Michel Lafon, 2018. 


[571 Proof of the first arithmetic thought, 23,000 years ago. 

[58] Daniel Cattier, Slavery routes, Arte éditions, DVD, 2018. 

[59] https: //www.bbc.com/news/health-29442642 

[60] https://science.sciencemag.org/content/346/6205/56.abstract 
[61] Mark Sealy, Autograph ABP, Republic of the Congo, 2010. 

[62] [’Assassinat, op.cit. 


[63] Godefroid Munongo, Katangese minister, nicknamed kifyakio 
(broom). Alongside Moïse Tshombe and Jean Baptiste Kibwe, 17 
January 1961. 


[64] Narratives by A. Verdict, Augustin Verbeken and Daniel Crawford. 
[65] Maindombe Lake (black waters). 

[66] Mark Sealy, Autograph, op.cit. 

[67] Sammy Baloji. 


[68] A promising young artist wrote to the author: “we are tired of 
turning around the colonial theme". 


[69] Barly Baruti, Madame Livingstone, Glénat, 2014. 


Civilization, how odious! 


As | am typing, the Belgian Tervuren Museum is permanently 
displaying the stigmatized “colonial violence” as the use of force, 
coercion, and submission. The only skull of the traditional chief 
Lusingal’?l, taken away in 1884 for anthropological studies, would 
attest to this violence all the time: before and during the CFS, under 
the Belgian Congo and even after independence. And, in modesty, 
the museum has covered with a veil sixteen sculptures of “quiet 
colonization"l711. 


This event could have been installed in the rooms of the museum's 
temporary exhibitions, but it was placed in the main rotunda. It was 
a victory for the “Crusaders”; nevertheless, it testifies to their 
growing intellectual misery. 


None can reduce historical knowledge to the small Belgian-Congolese 
universe. 


Colonialism, racialism and racism are neither an invention nor a 
Leopold or Belgian exclusivity. 


The Congolese were not the only victims. 


Breed by a facial angle according to Camperl”21 


The nineteenth century was fed by pseudo-scientific Darwinism and a 
belief in phrenologyl73l. New pieces were sought throughout the 
world. 


Lusinga's skull, and two others, were swept away, following a clear 
recommendation to * not crumple people's feelings.” Later, a large 
German scientific expedition also visited the Great Lakesl?41. All this 
is not the “colonial violence" that is denounced. 


In contrast, in Tanzania, another chief’s skull had been washed away, 
in 1898, to establish terror and colonial rule. Mkwawa, who had led a 
rebellion against the colonizers, committed suicide rather than 
surrender to the Germans. They detached his skull to expose it for 
years in order to terrorize members of the Wahehe tribe. Unlike the 
Belgian-Congolesel?31, this indisputable evidence of colonial violence 
is not instrumentalized to make believe in perennial traumas. 


Mkwawa's headl?€! is now on display in the showcase of a museum in 
Kalenga. For Tanzanians, the skull that the Germans had used to 


terrorize them is a symbol of pride in having resisted colonization! * 
[77] 


The “scientific” skull of Lusinga, and the exhibited one of Mkwawa.© ARR 


Tervuren had hosted, in the late nineteenth century, some Congolese 
brought to Belgium as guests or objects of curiosity for the public. 
There were three opportunitiesl?8l for that. People talk about 
“human zoos’ and the characteristic perversion of Leo Il. However, 
the real feature is the pseudo-scientific navel, which consists of 
reducing the history of mankind to the Congo-Belgium couple. 


Venus Hottentote, 1810. ©ARR. 


Human zoos have been an international phenomenoni”?1, with 
boarders from everywhere. It lasted 150 years[ë0l. It began with 
Saartjie Baartman called Venus Hottentotel?!l in 1810; culminated in 
1931 at the International Colonial Exhibition in Paris and ended in 
1940 in Lisbon. 


In 1914, in Kristiania, Norway, there was even a human zoo called 
Kongolandsbyen with a village supposedly Congolese, but populated 
by 80 extras from Senegal. 


Ota Benga at the Brinx zoo, New York, 1906. ©ARR. 


In 1904, when the Congo Reform Association (CRA) was exploiting 
the honourability of American Protestants who would have best cared 
for the dignity of Blacks, missionary Samuel Phillips Verner seized 
five Pygmies, including Ota Benga, and brought them to America to 
show off their carved and sharp teeth. In 1906, Verner took again Ota 
Benga and Ishi, who were placed in the same enclosure as monkeys, 
in New York. 


In this wave of human zoos, Leopold Il alone is blamed for having 
brought few Congolese to Belgium. 


In 1897, sevenlë2l of them died in Tervuren; they were buried there. 
Their graves still exist, 120 years later. 


The seven tombs at the Tervuren church O©ARR 


There is a documentaryië?l where the Belgian soil next to the tombs 
is scraped, placed in a box in the shape of a coffin and brought to 
the cemetery of Kinshasa so that the souls of the victims of 
Leopold Il would recover rest in the land of their ancestors. 


The extraordinary thing is that in Congo, which has space, graves are 
desecrated. The fact that the cramped Belgium is still keeping the 
burials of humble Blacks, whom the Congolese of Belgium do not 
maintain or bloom, contradicts the so-called “colonial violence” of 
1897. 


[70] Chief Lusinga’s skull. He fought Emile Storms in 1884. 


[71] Sculpture named “Belgium bringing civilization to the Congo”; “the 
colony waking up to Civilization”. Etc. 


[72] In Nell Irvin Painter, History of White people, Max Milo, 2019. 


[73] The theory according to which it would have been possible to 
describe psychology and classify men and races on the basis of 
cranial measurements. 


[74] Jan Czekanowski, Carnets de route au coeur de l'Afrique, Noir sur 
Blanc, 2001; Mecklenburg expedition 1907-1909. 


[75] Systematically, instead of “heroes”, Congolese prefer to speak of 
“martyrs’. 


[76] The Treaty of Versailles of 1919 (Article 246 of the special 
provisions) ordered Germany to return Mkwawa's skull. 


[77] On BBC news, 28.06.2019. 


[78] A total of 483 people, in 1885 and 1894 in Antwerp, and in 1897 
in Tervuren. 


[791 1.5 billion visitors in Europe and the USA. 


[80] Nicolas Bancel & Alii, zoos humains et exhibitions coloniales, 150 
ans d'inventions de l'autre, Editions la Découverte, 2011. 


[81] The mould of her body and skeleton were on display until 1878. 
Her remains were returned to South Africa in 2002. 


[82] The Tervuren Museum projects the names of the 7 Congolese, 
below the names of 1508 Belgians, who died in Congo during the 
same period. 


[83] With historian Elikia M'bokolo. 


The “violence” of the missionaries 


With the new display in Tervuren, sculptures and representations of 
“civilization” have become “violence”; so, they are veiled and hardly 
criticized. This is violent! 


Indeed, the famous “civilization” had not been imagined by the 
Belgians; it came from the Treaty of Berlin[?“l. 


Of course, some of the prejudices, expressions of contempt and 
humiliation that had accompanied this concept have no more place. 
But the substance remains. The concepts proclaimed in Berlin are 
included in international pactslë2l and modern mechanismsiëél or 
practices[871. 


The so-called “civilizing” mission is now named “cooperation 
programs, education, capacity building, technology transfer, 
solidarity”, etc. Missionaries are called Doctors Without Borders! 


In fact, words and images should not shock by themselves to the 
extent that they accompany the same stubborn and contemporary 
accepted message. Sure, “something” must be brought to Africa and 
to accompany Africans! There is no humiliation! No blushing or 
getting offended! Nor veiled! 


Empathy has marked the course of Christian missions. In the 
beginning, they accompanied the abolition of slavery, in the belief 
that every man could be converted and have the ability to civilize 
himself. 


With the proclamation of the right to evangelization and freedom of 
religion by the Treaty of Berlin in 1885, the missions helped the 
colonizing powers by improving the fate of the populations through 
educational and health actions. The coupling was broken by the 
churches in the 1950s through their pro-African and pro-democracy 
commitments[ëël. It is unanimously recognized that the missions 
trained the African elites who fought for independence. 


In the Congo, missionaries were made the pillars of colonization. This 
led to the production of a falselë®! “speech of King Leopold Il at the 


arrival of the first missionaries’ ordering the subjecting of the 
populations to obey. The reality is that, until 1886, all Catholic 
missionaries in Central Africa were directed by the French cardinal, 
Lavigerie. Later, the Leopold II's Foundation financed both Catholic 
and Protestant congregations[®0l. The political objectives had been 
agreed openly with the Vaticanl®!!. 


On the balance sheet, this is a serious case! The new facility in 
Tervuren is a retrograde step back to a time when missions were 
accused of ripping young Congolese from their mothers skirts and 
forcing them to attend schools[®2l. At present, everyone knows that 
education is the most rewarding investment, but some “crusaders” 
stigmatize those who have contributed to it! 


Two photos taken in 1904, in the same pyramidal style, show the 
levels and variants of these actions. 


Here is the Protestant missionary Alice Harris, in the Ecuador 
province, in a posture of domination of ragged children. 
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A Protestant missionary in Ecuador © Alice Seeley Harris, 1904. 


Here are Catholic nuns, more friendly, after several years spent with 
young people of the Moanda mission. 


Catholic missionaries in Moanda ORMAC, Tervuren, AP0.0.3381-1, 1904. 


[84] Article 6. “All the Powers exercising sovereign rights or influence 
in the aforesaid territories bind themselves to watch over the 
preservation of the native tribes, and to care for the improvement of 
the conditions of their moral and material well-being, and to help in 
suppressing slavery, and especially the slave trade. They shall, 
without distinction of creed or nation, protect and favour all 
religious, scientific, or charitable institutions and undertakings 
created and organized for the above ends, or which aim at 
instructing the natives and bringing home to them the blessings of 
civilization”. 

[85] Pacts for national development and the well-being of the 
population. Etc. 


[86] Official Development Assistance (ODA) based on GDP. Etc. 


[87] Right to humanitarian intervention. Etc. 


[88] Francois-Xavier Fauvelle, Atlas, op.cit. 


[89] The falsity is in the place and the date: on January 12, 1883, in 
Leopoldville, when Leo Il had never visited Africa and the city was 
not the capital city. 


[90] According to The Treaty of Cession of November 28, 1907, the 
following congregations had received land holdings : congregation of 
the Missionaries of Scheut, the Fathers of the Society of Jesus, 
congregation of the Sisters of Notre-Dame, the Redemptorists, 
Missions of the Trappists, congregation of the Sacred Heart of Jesus, 
Premonstrats, White Fathers, Mill-Hill Mission, American Baptist 
Missionary Union, American Presbyterian Congo Mission, Baptist 
Missionary Society Corporation, Christian and Missionary Alliance, 
Congo balolo mission, foreign Christian Missionary Society, Swedish 
missionary society. 


[1] Convention between the Holy Apostolic See and the CFS on 26 
May 1906. 


[92] Buana Kabue, L'Expérience zaïroise : Du casque colonial à la 
toque de léopard, Afrique biblio club, 1976. 


Odious peace! 


The “Post-colonialists’ do not just lack of historical relevance; they 
are unethical. Because history is not made for itself, but for the 
lessons it brings. They change it and make it unreadable. 


In Tervuren, the sculpture named “Belgium bringing security to the 
Congo’, representing a Greek goddess protecting a Black man on his 
knees, is veiled. So, security would be merely “colonial violence” 
seeking to entrench domination and exacerbate submission. The 
Congolese would have no right to security and the Belgians should 
not be aware of the ongoing insecurity in Central Africa on the 
occasion of a visit to the museum! Certainly, the colonial library 
speaks of brutal military expeditions. But there are also stories about 
the insecurity and distress of populations bruised by othersl’?l. 
Congolese speak about it[’4]. 


In Tervuren, a veiled statue is glued with the picture of a Belgian 
soldier operating, in 1964 in Kisangani, for the rescue of hostages 
from the Simbas rebels. It is stated that “the formal independence of 
Congo is far from having tolled the bell of foreign intervention"[?21. 


Was it violent for Belgians to rescue their compatriots? The 
Congolese of today would be annoyed by the ongoing international 
peace missions? Is the sovereignty of Congo linked to the Simbas 
fighters of 1964, whose descendants, the Mai-Mai militiamen, are 
still destabilizing the country with an unsustainable animality? 


These remarks at the museum are neither serious nor acceptable 
under the pretext of “colonial violence”. 


People's safety is not a joke. Humanitarian intervention is also a right 
for victims! 


[93] René Grauwet, Au service du Katanga, op. cit, Antoine Sohier, 
Terre sans foyer, http: //sohier.free.fr/terre_sans_foyer.pdf. 

4] Clémentine Faïk-Nzuji- Tu le leur diras,Éditions Alice, 2005 ; 
Chenge Kanuto, Des freres Berquin aux freres Chenge, self 
published. 


[95] La Libre Belgique, 27.02.2020. 


From misery to bad faith 


The “post-colonialists’, already unreliable and unethical, revealed 
themselves more during another tussle with the same Belgian 
museum in Tervuren. 


A simple private letter, about the circumstances of the acquisition of 
a simple maskl?él, opened the stinking floodgates of the looting of 
cultural and heritage pieces, the hands cut off and even the sexual 
appetites of black women. The museum was summoned to acquire 
the document at public sale. But the loudest shouters were poor 
wretches, unable to defray a thousand euros by themselves or 
through solid relationshipsl®71. 


The misery that creates desperate and combative people can also 
plunge them into amoral dirt, bad faith and deliberate falsification. | 
met them. 


In 2010, Congo secured the cancellation of 13.6 billion of its external 
debt to become one of the least indebted countries in the world. But 
the process was heavily criticizedl?8l on the grounds that it was an 
odious debt incurred by colonization of funding, through the World 
Bank, a ten-year plan in the 1950s. But the colonial debt had already 
been repaid. At that time, credit had been granted by the IBRDÍ®?! to 
a semi-developed, “middle income and solvent” colony,‚, but since 
1969, Congo has been borrowing from IDA[1001, as a poor country! 


Once the debt cancellation was achieved, the same “Crusaders” said 
that Congo's solvency would benefit the Raptors of International 
finance, who would enrich themselves through the allocation of new 
loans, despite the protective net of preferential interest rates. Etc. 


[96] parismatch.be/actualites/societe/ 308329 /musee-royal-de- 
lafrique-...12 


7] Albert Lapièêre's manuscript was acquired by the late Sindika 
Dokolo,2019. 


PE] CADTM (Committee for the Cancellation of Third World Debt, 
renamed the Committee for the Abolition of Illegal Debt). 


[99] International Bank for Reconstruction and Development. 


[100] International Development Association. 


Leopoldian violence factories 


Two years ago, | personally told artists about the clash between 
Katangese women and UN peacekeepers, on July 17, 1962, in 
Lubumbashi. 


Katangese women, Francois-Michel van der Mersch Collection, O©ARR. 


Three artists have used this subject for shows and exhibitions. But in 
the booklet printed in Belgium, the incident was transformed into 
the “women's claim of access to the white colonial area that was 
forbidden to Blacks”. 


| was shocked to see that “colonial violence” was reinvented for the 
postcolonial period, such as the year 1962. 


In another chapter, a documentaryl!®!l accuses pharmaceutical 
companies of "killing" Africans suffering from malaria by preventing 
the use of herbal tea from the Artemisia Afra plant. Two Congolese 
doctors, manipulated to oppose industrial drugs, declared 
themselves to be harassed[t02l and martyrs of the WHO[131. 


The Artemisia Annua, originally from China, was crowned with a 
Nobel Prizel1041, 


However, the plant alone does not cure all forms of malaria, nor in 
self-medication and without blood control. WHO opposes herbal teas 
of Artemisia Afra whose dosage and concentration of the active 
ingredients are not controlled, as this would develop resistant strains 
and expose people to deadly brain malaria. As a result, the campaign 
for Artemisia herbal tea was misleading and put people at risk. Since 
2002, WHO has been advising the ACT[!051 that combines Artemisia 
with another moleculel106!. 


The problems with the two Congolese doctors came only from the 
system Where medications should be approved after clinical 
trials[1071, Pharmaceutical companies are submitted to this too. 


In addition, the campaign for a medicinal plant leaves aside the 
country's expertise in malaria or quinine treatment, of which 
Congol108! is still one of the world's major producers. Sustainable 
preventive and educational measures, public hygiene care, 
impregnated mosquito nets[10?l, environmental sanitation through 
fight against vectors, drainage, and drying swamps, etc. are also 
ignored. 


As lm writing, the real scandal does not come from the WHO or the 
major pharmaceutical companies, but from the current malaria 
healing by means of glucose infusions that are 12 times more 
expensivel!10l than the costliest ACT pills. The scandal is that doctors 
are exploiting the sick by prescribing care that is more expensive 
than ACTs. This is Leopoldian violence, without Leopold Il. 


PO] Malaria business, Bernard Crutzen, 2018. 


102] Dieudonné Manenga, deceased, and Jerôme Muyangi, a refugee 
for a time in France, became consultant for the WHO. 


[103] World Health Organisation. 

[104] Tu Youyou, 2015 Nobel Prize in Medicine. 
105] Artemisin Combination Therapies. 

1106] SP, amodiaquine, mefloquine. 


[107] Colonial era. 


[108] Pharmakina, in Bukavu, DR Congo. 
[1109] NGOs distribute impregnated mosquito nets. 


[110] Around 100 € for a cure care by infusions instead of 8 € for 
Novartis” pills. 


The mosquito that bites black men 


| was born and raised in a black neighbourhood where mosquitoes 
were eradicated to the point that we had to learn about them at 
school on drawing boards. 


| benefited from free vaccinations and free health care‚ as well as 
free school with a bowl of milk at recreation time. 


| was surprised that an exhibition was being held across Europe on a 
“Neutral zone’, a “long scar of the sanitary cordon designed by the 
colonizers to separate White and Black neighbourhoods, a corridor 
supposed to match the maximum distance that a malaria-carrying 
mosquito could travell!111". 


By the end, | recognize the fair play of the “post colonialists’ 
engaged in this wacky story. They invited me to express my views 
about the alleged health racism that would have been added to the 
segregation of housing. 


| concluded: 


“Inventing from scratch a trauma related to colonial health policies, 
Which are the only ones that have been carried out with 
determination for decades and which have been beneficial to the 
Congolese, is the surest way to disturb the populations who are in 
need of similar policies. Serious questions cannot be treated with 
lightness and inappropriately on the pretext of aesthetic 
considerations. In this specific case of the mosquito, falsification of 
facts constitutes a crime"[{!21. 


Without having looked for it, | had set foot in a nest of scary 
Anophelesif13! that proliferated out of sight. 


Somebody wrote to me: “| share your conclusion and admire your 
courage, a rare voice that rises to declare the need to restore 
historical truth, without obscuring the harm of colonialism, of 
course”. 


Another one wrote that “there ís a runaway around colonial issues. It 
was urgent to cut the grass under the feet of those who want to 
make Lubumbashi town and its history a commercial property or an 
aesthetic pretext. Indeed, it has become sometimes complicated to 
make a speech heard, distanced, nuanced and critical.”[1141 


|l also received these words from a renowned debater, although | am 
not from his chapel, nor from any other, of course! 


“The obsession with seeking in Africa's colonial past the causes of all 
its miseries today is the work of people intimately convinced that 
Africa is doomed, that it is unable to take care of itself today, and 
that, finally, the fate of the Black will only improve if the White 
comes back to repair what he has done wrong: these “hidden Afro- 
pessimists “ are hiding, under gratuitous accusations, anger, or 
demand for reparation, their own disarray. This explains why their 
words are sterile, never accompanied by proposals for solutions to 
the problems they evoke. They are doing a lot of harm to Africa 
because they divert issues that have worth.”[1131 


This invention of the mosquito-biting Blacks without inoculating 
Whites is to proclaim the perpetuity of “colonial violence”. It is 
stupid, dishonest, and infuriating. 


The anti-colonialist crusades were valid at the time of political 
liberation and the related mental decolonization. Africa has 
problems and priorities that cannot afford the luxury of wasting time 
and energy. These Crusaders must definitely indicate their direct or 
indirect utility to former colonies. 


Have they ever thought of changing, if only by a millimetre, the real 
and lasting fate of Africa and contemporary Africans? Or proposed 
the beginning of a cure for the wounds that would still be open here 
in Africa? 


DM] Exhibition No Limit 2, Sammy Baloji 2013, Galerie Imane Farès. 


MIZ] Abstract of M. Yabili’s speech to ULTRASANITY: On Madness, 
Sanitation, Antipsychiatry and Resistance; SAVVY & Picha 
Lubumbashi, November 2019. 


[113] The mosquito specie that carries malaria disease. 
[114] Email from T.M., an artistic director. 


[115] Kakou Ernest Tigori, via Emily B. 


No Belgians and no Congolese 


| am not a historian, but a consumer of history and stories. Fiction, 
art, aesthetics, and even caricature and derision have the right to 
quote because we need to enjoy, dream, understand, or laugh. But | 
would not have imagined that history itself would be meticulously 
falsified. 


A patron in Lubumbashi had improperlyi!16l bought photographs of 
Gecamines without carrying out any inventory, classification, 
documentation, or organizing of their usagel1171. 


The Manna featured images of internal and external communication 
of the company and even some masterpieces of art by the talented 
photographer Jacques Baeke. 


There were also technical files, including those of the medical 
department. This collection has become a garbage bin where 
everyone can draw and reuse. Photographs have been recycled to 
depict “Belgium and its colonial past[1181" with “portraits of Congolese 
workers whose often naked, unkempt, ragged or chained bodies 
testify to a state of subjugation to which colonial photography has 
accustomed the viewer"[!1?1. This caused a great scandal worldwide. 


That was false. The real story is that, in its early days, mining was 
entirely in the hands of the Anglo-Saxons. Even the Belgian, 
provincial governor, had not been invited to the cocktail party for 
the arrival of the Anglo-Saxons rail in 1910. The first Belgian 
engineer had been put in the carpenters team. Etc. The mining 
subcontractors were South Africans who had brought workers from 
Southern Africa. The conditions of recruitment, work and 
accommodation were poor. 


But with the gradual implantation of the colony, there were a lot of 
improvements, especially in nutritionl?20l. As the remarks and 
injunctions from the state did not work, a medical team took a group 
of workers from a company, undressed them, and took pictures 
showing their skeletal condition. 


Medical records of undernourished workers. 


The workers were fed a diet for two and a half months; they were 


again undressed and photographed to show that they had returned to 
their normal state. 


Medical records of the same labourers after a diet. 


The whole story was reported in a well-documented medical 
record{{21l. The photos were clearly marked “Wittaker contractor 
workers in Ruashi’. The employer was a South African, and the mine 
site was in Ruashi, 15 km east of the Lubumbashi plant. After erasing 
these identifications, a photomontage was made with the factory as 
the background. 


nd ig Sne MA tn 
AN ee ar Vw nf | 
ER ils doek VAES 


Photo montage of humiliated “slaves” © Sammy Baloji 


This admirable “mix” has an incontestable artistic value. But it should 
never express nor testify that the Belgians treated the Congolese like 
human cattlel!22!. Probably, the contractor was not Belgian, and the 
workers were not Congolese. 


At present, working conditions in mines have deteriorated; “blood 
ores’ are harvested by ‘little hands’ cut off by some Leopoldian 
violence, but without Leo II! 


Postcolonialism has lost the path of the required scientific rigour and 
the necessary ethics, and it is fed up with falsifications, without 
utilities or consideration for the people it claims to defend. Its fight 
may be stripped of any real or valid purpose. This should be 
clarified. 


[16] Despite any good intention, it was a “concealment” of stolen 
goods! 


117] Quite the opposite of the 30,000 photographs kept by Léon 
Verbeek, sdb, which are identified with dates and contexts. 


[118] www.histoirecoloniale.net, 2006. 


[119] Sandrine Colard-de Bock, Archival Turn Table. Â l’écoute du 
remix dans l'oeuvre de Sammy Baloji, Editions de la Sorbonne, 2019. 


[120] Especially with the introduction of palm oil for vitamin intake. 
Georges Antippas, Pionniers méconnus du Congo Belge, 2008. 


121] Statement by Dr. André Vleurinck, former medical director of 
Gécamines, to the author; also detailed in his book Elizabethville, 50 
years of history of Lubumbashi, Dynamedia, 2017. 


[1122] Jean-Pierre Tuquoi, Le Monde, June 22, 2006. 


PARALLEL DIVERGENCES 


A French speaking state 


Belgians and Congolese were under the common royalty of Leopold |l 
only for the small duration of one year: between the acquisition of 
the colony in 1908 and the death of the monarch in 1909. 


The 23 years of sovereignty of the Congo Free State (CFS) got nothing 
Belgian. Starting with the official languagel{231. 


The CFS was French-speaking. As proof, here is its official bulletin. 


BULLETIN OFFIGIEL 


Années 1885 et 1886 


Once a Belgian colony, the territory became bilingual and French- 
Dutch speaking. As proved by the “official bulletin”, which was also 
named “ambtelijk blad”. And doubled its thickness! 


CONGO BELGE 


BULLETIN OFFICIEL 


BELGISCH-CONGO 


AMBTELIJK BLAD 


LOOS = [800 


Colonized people by Portugal, Spain, England, etc., spoke 
Portuguese, Spanish, English, etc., but those in the Belgian Congo did 
not speak “Belgian”, but French! 


The colonized Africans who travelled abroad, bear the nationality of 
their metropolis: French, German, or British, etc. In 1903, the British 
consull124l, Roger Casement, carried out a mission inside the Congo 
to ensure the rights and living conditions of the British employed in 
the CFS from the colonies of Ghana and Nigeria. 


The Congolese were not Belgians. They had their own Congolese 
nationalityl1291, acquired[t261" by birth, in the territory, of Congolese 
parents or by naturalizationl!?71 and recognized internationally. 
Congolese travelled abroad with their own passportsi{28!. 


A moment of glory of the Congolese nationality was the winning of 
the construction of a railway in Chinal??’l. Leopold Il sent 
negotiators, including Baron de Vinck and Emile Francquil130l, who 
travelled with “Congolese” passports and who thus enjoyed 
preference by Vice Emperor Li Hing Tchang, over American, French, 
British, and German competitors. However, seeing only white 


delegates, the Chinese host was quite surprised and said: “we 
thought the Congolese were black! >» 


The Congolese, who were turned into Belgian subjects in 1908 for the 
duration of colonization, became Congolese again in 1960. The year 
2020 marked 60 years of independence, but also 83 cumulative years 
of international sovereignty for the Congo. 


1123] Many Congolese structures were not inspired by Belgium. 


[124] He took advantage of this trip to make his famous plea against 
the CFS. 


1125] Decree of December 27, 1892. 


[126] Decree of 21 June 1904: every Congolese, as long as he resides 
in the territory of the state, retains his Congolese nationality; he is 
subject to the laws and is treated as a subject of the state. Anyone 
who leaves the territory without the intention of returning must give 
notice to the Governor General... 


1271 There were two Whites naturalized Congolese. 


[128] Passports were instituted and generalized only after the First 
World War. Before that, nationality was proved by documents from 
each country of origin. 


[129] 1200 km between Beijing and Hankow (present-day Wuhan). 
[130] Han Suyin, L’'Arbre blessé, Stock, 1989. 


A journey of 23 years 


The General Act of the Berlin Conference on West Africa was signed 
on February 26, 1885. Surprisingly, there was no direct mention of 
the International Association of the Congo (IAC), while it was being 
granted most of the “freedom of trade zone"[1311. 


In April 1885, the Belgian legislative chambers (the House of 
Representatives, on April 28, 1885, and the Senate, on April 30, 
1885) adopted resolutions by which ” His Majesty Leopold Il, King of 
the Belgians, is authorized to be the head of the state founded in 
Africa by the IAC. The union between Belgium and the new state will 
be exclusively personal.” 


On July 1, 1885, it was a Briton, Sir Francis De Winton, who 
proclaimed the independence of the Congo, at Vivi, near Boma, at 
the mouth of the river. 


Sir Francis De Winton and the coat of arms of the CFS 


From Î August 1885, Leopold Il notified the great powers of that time 
that the IAC's possessions had formed the Congo Free State (CFS), 
that he had got the title of “Sovereign” of the CFS, and that the union 
between Belgium and this state was exclusively personal. 


The great powers recognized the CFS by letters{1321, 


2Sdoposdu,  -Leoposd il, 
BOLDER AELKAKS, KOFRG OEZ BELGEN, 


A tous présents & à venir, Aan allen. traeruwoordigen en tochomenden, 


SALUT. EAK Mo 
SOAP Dn nbadyle SJ Hie idd vera kbd BAARS EL RAE 
” basdndbhn crm) ce prec ere O4 nn. Hij. Sedan Aye „n. hetis „ ordt 


…Â A hiefe Kaas ad Cenig artikel. 


dla, SArernere £ hacte Á eMeer 00007, A cera. ble Aat 4. 
aided ) 
ee anvree, wabe LI oder hens rn SE. benk de ted 
194, enh. A Jel vee cÂ SOLI san Álee ers Aars (-rrafha els 
Adinerdent as este jn Gorge. Haal geleden verdrag kl 
pfl/e ERD 4 7 


Hai schg aem: … ba Ssccende ler adorrerenin, Kmrudes ifs ele Ae weeen, Ae mel af 
de po dect teerde let creetea de 4 Ùlart Ke veteoor elst rap 1e) es dehreoet 
dpa ebtere paer de „®rncteset va ede eere be) . Be ele Sk dear afe 


Eline a LorMron da SF on X AS Gegeven Ze 1ges 
-- di Pt 4 


Treaty of Cession concluded between two sovereign states: CFS and Belgium. 


On 28 November 1907, a treaty of cession was signed between the 
CFS and Belgium; the Belgian House of Representatives and Senate 
ratified it on 20 August 1908. 


On November 15, 1908, the Congo became a Belgian colony for 51 
years, 7 months and 15 days before the restitution of its sovereignty, 
which occurred on June 30, 1960. 


M31] On the same 26 February, the IAC subscribed to the Act of 
Berlin. 


[132] On August 22, 1885, by Her Majesty (H.M.) The Queen of the 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, Empress of India; on 
August 23, 1885, by H. M. The King of The Netherlands, Grand Duke 
of Luxembourg; on August 24, 1885, by H. M. The Emperor of 
Germany, King of Prussia; on August 26, 1885, by His Excellency 
(H.E.) The president of the French Republic; on August 26, 1885, by 


H. M. The King of Italy; on September 14, 1885, by H.E. The 
president of the Swiss Confederation; on September 15, 1885, by 
H.M. The King of Sweden and Norway; on September 16, 1885, by 
H.M. The King of Denmark; on September 23, 1885, by H.M. The King 
of Denmark, on September 23, 1885, by the Emperor of All Russia; on 
September 27, 1885, by H. M. The King of Portugal and the Algarve; 
on October 3, 1885, by H.M. The Emperor of Austria, King of Bohemia 
and Apostolic King of Hungary; on October 26, 1885, by Mr. President 
of the United States of America; on October 26, 1885, by His Holiness 
the Pope Leo XII; on November 3, 1885, by H.M. The King of 
Romania; on November 10, 1885, by H. M. The King of Spain; on 
November 26, 1885, by H. E. the president of the Mexican United 
States. 


Brief subjection to the same King 


The subjection to the same Leopold Il, which had lasted only a year, 
was carved in stone and cast in bronze. 


Brussels has a prestigious gate with the Triple Arcade of the 
Cinquantenaire Park, surmounted by a quadriga. The architectural 
complex was inaugurated in 1905; before Belgian colonization. The 
bronze commemorative plaque indicatesl1?31 that the Cinquantenaire 
Park is a gift from Belgium and the Congo’, considered as separate 
entities, when the King of the Belgians was also “the Sovereign” of 
the CFS, with separate financesl1341. 


“Tribute to the dynasty: Belgium and Congo are grateful.” © Marvin Y. 


Twenty years after the colonial status, in 1928, Kinshasal!32l 
received, almost at the same time as Brussels[136l, exactly the same 
equestrian and gigantic statue of Leopold Il, produced with 
Congolese copper and tin. 


But subsequently, differences emerged between Belgians and 
Congolese. 


Real parallel divergences! 


Congo may claim co-ownership of the Cinquantenaire Park, which 
symbolizes Leopoldian looting. 


Concerning monuments, Belgians['3/l are fighting over Leopold Il 
while he is not desecrated in the Congol!28l. Here, in the Congo, 
statues were not even melt like Lumumba's body! 


Monument laid in 1928 in a deserted place, and later in 1958. 


There are two possible looks at the Statue of Kinshasa. Some may see 
the arrogant Belgian domination and the Congolese humiliation. But 
by considering how it was laid in 1928 in a deserted place in a city 
that was not yet the capital cityl1391, it appears that the monument 
was oriented on the axis and perspective of the future administrative 
city that was erected thirty years later. With the current lack of any 
urban planning, Congolese may see effective governance, bold vision 
and faith to “build a country more beautiful than before”"[1401, 


In 2018, | unwillingly found myself in front of the Belgian equestrian 
statue. Lumumba, the icon of Congolese patriotisml!41l, had been 
honoured in Brussels, where a square was dedicated to him. | went 
to the Porte de Namur without seeing anything; then, by searching 
with my eyes, | walked up to the Leopold Il monument at the Place 
du Trône! It was there that an irreducible Leopoldist friend laid a 
wreath of flowers on behalf of our common association; | had 
objected by asking him to bring, next time, two wreaths: one for the 
admirers and the other for the victims of the King! 


It was upon retracing my steps that | saw the memorial: a discreet 
bollard with a plate with a quote and the effigy of Lumumba. But all 
around, everything was a desecration: the small square itself was 
occupied by the trailer of a salesman selling french fries; people had 
used the stake to secure bikes or scooters; endless lines of Congolese 
paraded and rushed into the nearby Metro station. No regard or 
respect for Patrice Emery Lumumba. Because those people who are 
willing to yell and lash out at the “colonial violence” of Belgium, their 
adopted country, did not develop good manners. There was no flower 
or candle! Im not a Lumumbist, but | promised myself that at the 
next opportunity, I'll take a selfie in the place and order something 
from the closest florist. 


My walk as a tourist between the Porte de Namur and the Place du 
Trône had drawn a link between two superheroes: the bearded White 
and the goatee Black. But at the time, | did not think that there 
could be any immaterial links between Leo Il and Lumumba. 


It was very surprising. 


Lumumba Square, Brussels. © Author 


In Congo, Lumumba was proclaimed a “national hero’, the “father of 
independence”, and the embodiment of “national unity” at the cost of 
his “supreme sacrifice”. 


lt turns out that this patriotism is exercised within the territorial 
limits of 1885. Congolese nationality is felt and recognized by the 
descendants of the populations who were there at the advent of the 
CFS and within the borders acquired by international treaties signed 
by Leopold Il. 


Everything that makes the Great Beautiful and Rich countryl!“2l, 
which is spread over 2,345 million km?, its breathtaking landscapes, 


the geological scandal, the diversified forest and mining natural 
wealth, the hundreds of tribes and dialects, etc., are directly linked 
to the Leopoldian territory. 


There are happy coincidences. For example, the magic of containing 
one of the ten longest rivers in the world, from its source to its 
mouth! A network of 15,000 km of navigable water leads to the 
waterfalls that give Inga the largest hydroelectric capacity in the 
world. There was also the imprint of Leo IIs personal character. He 
had cunning and bluffed, among other things, to capture the mouth 
of the river, and the harbour of Matadi. 


So, Leopold Il is indeed the “father of the Congolese nation”. By the 
way, Lumumba had not said otherwise. On 6 September 1959[1431, the 
General Assembly of his political party, the Mouvement National 
Congolais (MNC), proclaimed, among other things, that: 


- The independence of the Congo was recognized by the Great 
Powers in 1885 and is celebrated each year on July 1. 


- The Congo is not a Belgian colony but an independent state, with 
its own flag and which was apparently deprived of the enjoyment of 
its sovereign after the death of King Leopold Il. 


Thus, Lumumba put Belgium into brackets and he linked the Congo 
directly to Leopold II. 


Walking from the Place du Trône to the Porte de Namur, | feel the 
invisible link that connects, like a bridge, these two people is the 
Great Congo. My country! 


Even with the recollection that ” a people without memory is a 
people without a future"[144l, nevertheless, some certainties of 
yesterday are sometimes rejected today. 


In June 2020, the world suddenly discovered the vandalism of 
monuments erected for people unanimously and long revered, but 
now branded as racists or genocidal. 


Pött 


Clockwise: Winston Churchill, Julius Caesar, Christopher Columbus, and 
Charles de Gaulle. © ARR 


“Post-colonialists’ and supposedly irreducible lumumbists, reject the 
authentic words of Patrice Lumumba, when he touted the “genius” of 


Leopold Il, or praised him as the “King builder" of Congol1*®l. Furious, 
they tagged his filmed image with these inscriptions: 


ahÁN damal 
ROI ba aties od 
qe LEOPOLD | Ee 
fanmmite: 


©screen capture. 


“King Builder! LUMUMBA didn't know that Leopold II killed half of his 
family? … 


ENT 


©Oscreen capture 


. "half of his tribe, half of his people”"[1461! 


The Post-colonialists struck, ín Brussels, tagging the equestrian 
statue of Leopold Il, ín retaliation for his bloodthirsty actions in 
Congo, in the wave of the world campaign against monuments 
related to colonization and racism! But in Congo, the first concerned, 
there was no start of beginning any idea of reprobation… 


Brussels, Place du Trône ©Yves Robert 


On the contrary, a companion of Lumumbal!#7! took advantage of the 
celebration of 60 years of independence and of 83 years of 
international sovereignty of Congo, to declare: 


“if we are Congolese today, it is thanks to Leopold Il, (this) foreigner 
who came to bring together our people who lived separately.… the 
tribal wars ended... We had peace! » 


Sure, there are differences between Congolese and Belgians! 


1133] In French and Dutch. 

134] Even after 1908, the colony kept separate accounts. 
135] Léopoldville, at the time. 

1136] 1926, place du Trône in Brussels. 


[137] In 2004, the Leo Il monument in Ostend was mutilated; in 2008, 
the equestrian statue in Brussels was covered with blood-red paint. 
In 2018, a bust of Leo Il was unbolted ín a Brussels park. In June 
2020, there were petitions and actions to erase all public traces of 
Leopold Il. 


[138] The monument has been removed, but it is still on display in a 
park. 


[139] It was in 1929 that Kinshasa replaced Boma as the capital city. 
[140] According to the national anthem * Stand Up, Congolese! * 


[41] Erroneously, in Africa, “patriotism” is called “nationalism’, a 
terminology that has been hated since the First World War. 


[142] Exclamation by Mobutu. Author's Blog 
http: //congograndbeauetrichepays. over-blog.com/ 


[43] Jean Van Lierde, La pensée politique de Patrice Lumumba, 
textes et documents, Ed. Présence africaine, 1963. 


[144] French Maréchal Ferdinand Foch. 
[145] Alain de Lattin et Donatien Dianda, Témoignage choc du 


centenaire abbé Kiwele sur le «< genocide de Leopold Il >», 
youtube.com, 2017. Screen capture. 


[146] In the same film, the 100-year-old father Kiwele denies severed 
hands and mass killings, but he talks about the slave trade. 


[147] Léon Engulu, 86 years old, at Q. Warlop and C. Thirion, RTBF.be, 
June 2020. 


The GENIUS and BUILDER KING OF LUMUMBA 


The Ghost of Leopold II 


Who is bothered by Leopold Il, ín Belgium, or ín Congo? 


In Belgium, it is said that “Leopold || massacred, tortured and 
amputated millions of Congolese, to enrich himself personally. He is 
the odious one responsible for the worst colonizationl1®81.… His law 
enforcement used cannibals to monitor the rubber plantations; there 
were 5 to 10 million hands cut off among the forced labourersi!4?1. 
Some add that he was a precursor to Hitler or Stalin. In short, 
Leopold Il means hands cut off, horrific suffering, or an ocean of 
bloody red rubber. 


It is this image that | undertake to examine. 
Firstly, an anecdote. 


Shortly before | took the pen, the Belgian Prime Ministerlf°0l had 
been visiting Kinshasa. She had posed for a photo with Serge, who 
had painted her name on the cover of the cult comic Tintin in the 
Congol1°1l. The image shows her cheerful and happy, but also 
unconscious of the politically incorrectness of displaying herself with 
this symbol of “colonial violence”. 


Indeed, Bienvenu Mbutu Mondondo had fought in Europe to ban the 
album for racism and xenophobia. 


But in Congo, Herge's comic still makes generations laugh. 


The oversized lips, the nigger-talking or the naivety of the 
characters? People know they are not alike; they do not feel 
humiliated. They have their own feelings. Tintin's colonial violence? 


Not here! It's Belgian! 
What about Leopold II? 


Post colonialists aggressively fight any possibility of Congolese to 
minimize Leo |l or even to forget him! A colloquium had been 
criticized because it had evaluated the “pros and cons’ of the King 
with communications from five historiansl1%2l including the 
Congolese NR 1. 


According to Isidore Ndaywelll!531, Leopold Il is present in Congo’s 
history, but absent in the memory of the aged, although he had been 
king for 23 years. “Some of his successors, simple sovereigns who 
reigned far away in the metropolis, have acquired a greater 
memorial audience than he did.” Despite the move to condemn 
colonialism, Congolese youth do not walk on the path of denouncing 
the “Forgotten Holocaust’. With an astonishing Lucidity, students 
recognize in Leopold Il both an “executioner” and a “benefactor”. This 
would reveal the second age of the post colony!” 


But for the post colonialists, such criminal amnesia of the Congolese 
risks switching the balance “from Leopold Il’s embarrassment to his 
genius"[1241. They decide without appeal that Leo Il is indeed a 
“genocidal without embarrassment”. They quote Aimé Césaire as 
saying that “Europe is responsible for the highest pile of corpses in 
the history of mankind. Europe is morally, spiritually, indefensible.” 
They conclude with this exhortation to recruit the Congolese: 


To arms Africans/ train historians/ 
Let's write, Let's write/so that false historians/ 
No longer feed the citizens. 


This is how Europeans are asking and pushing Congolese not to read 
their own and true history! Isn’t it a new form of “colonial violence” 
that does not say its name? 


[148] CatherinehN6134SV, tripadvisor.fr, January 2020. 


[1149] In comics by Jean-Francois, Maryse Charles and Frédéric Bihel, 
Africa Dreams, Casterman, 2010. 


[150] Sophie Wilmêès. 


151] According to Wikipedia, at the end of the 2000s, Tintin au Congo 
was Hergé's second album, the best-selling (more than ten million 
copies), the most popular in the series with children, and the most 
famous in French-speaking Africa. 


152] Vincent Dujardin, Valérie Rosoux, Tanguy de Wilde & alii, 
Leopold Il, entre génie et gêne. Politique étrangere et colonisation, 


Racine, 2009. 
153] In Léopold entre génie et gêne, op.ciit, pp. 254-274. 


[154] Daniel Olivier, in La Revue Toudi 


Which ghost in Congo? 


| live in Congo. By the time I'm writing, | have seen this: 
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REPUBLIGUE DEMOCRATIGUE DU CONI 


Kings, Heads of State and flags of the Congo from 1885 to 2018. © Author 


A portrait gallery of all the heads of state since Leopold Il, in the 
office of a director of the Congolese public administration. He let me 


take the picture, without a state of mind! 


ware: Ra 
enge 


wee eid it 


Leopold Il at Kolwezi Square, 2020, © Marie-Paule Bonkeka 


At the same time, another scene was seen by a Belgian journalist{155] 
in Kolwezi, Lualaba Province. “Without ostracism or concern for 
political correctness, Leopold Il is there, ín a large circular public 
square, in a bust and poster, followed by a series of bronze heads of 
all those who have contributed to the history of the country.” The 
peaceful place has an illuminated fountain, a lawn and benches. 


On 2 June 2018 in Lubumbashi, the Congo Head of State opened the 
new offices for the province of Haut-Katanga. They were surrounded 
by kiosks housing busts of historical figuresl156l, including that of 
Leopold Il. 


In February 2005, the Congolese minister of Culture, Christophe 
Muzungu, installed, for 24 hours, the giant equestrian statue of 
Leopold Il on the boulevard du 30 Juinlf971. According to him, it was a 
property of Congolese heritage. 


On 10 February 2004, the Congolese Head of state was the first 
African dignitary to address the Belgian Senate. He stated that “the 
history of the Democratic Republic of the Congo is also that of the 
Belgians, missionaries, civil servants, and contractors, who believed 
in King Leopold Ils dream of building a state in Central Africa... We 
want to pay tribute to the memory of all these pioneers.” This bold, 
but solemn statement contradicted all the successful books that 
decapitated Leopold 1111281. 


During his 32-year reign, Mobutu had not spoken of red rubber or 
blood bleeding from rubber lianas. In 1966, he renamed the 
Leopold Il avenue as the Boulevard Lumumba, more to honour the 
Congolese than to behead the Belgianl!591. 


Bust of Leopold Il, at the inauguration, in 2018, by the Congolese head of 
State of the provincial governor's office in Lubumbashil!60l. © Author 


The names of Léopoldville City, in 1966, Leopold Il’s equestrian 
statue, in 1967, and other foreign signs were discarded by “recourse 


to authenticity"[161l and to values and local representations. But not 
because of the “hands cut-off”. 


On June 30, 1960, during the independence ceremony, the Belgian 
King Baudouin twice cited Leopold Il for his genius. In his scathing 
reply, Lumumba had cited the misdeedsl!62l of the colonial 
period[1€31. But Lumumba had neither castigated Leopold Il nor 
talked about red rubber. 


This solemn and historic silence is revealing. 


Especially since Lumumba had consistently delivered the same 
stubborn opinion on Leopold Il. 


In 1959, Lumumba delivered his political legacy and thoughts in the 
poem “cry, Ô Black beloved brother"[1641. 


This is an ode to Negritude and Africanism, but without mention of 
particular abuses in the Belgian Congo or Leopold Il’s era. 


By 1956, Lumumba had delivered, at least three times, his explicit 
opinion on Leopold Il and the colonial work. 


Firstly, he wrote to his close political allies by saying: “We have no 
right to undermine [……] the work of the continuators of the genius 
work of Leopold I1.”[165] 


Then, in the only book he wrotel!éél, he said: “in a retrospective look 
at the past, comparing the Black of the Congo Free State and the one 
in 1956, the Congo of yesterday and today, we can recognize in all 
conscience that Belgium has not failed in its mission, and that, apart 
from some errors inherent in every human work, many beautiful and 
great things have been achieved and continue to be done"[1671, 


Finally, when asked what he thought of the way Belgium carried out 
its mission, he said: 


“ (Belgium) has a constant concern to bring us closer to the progress 
of humanity. Of course, mistakes were made at the beginning of the 
colonizing work, and maybe some mistakes are still being made, but 
it must be recognized in all objectivity that, on the one hand, such 
errors are inherent in every human work, and that, on the other 
hand, the good achieved by Belgian action must be praised"[1681. 


Lumumba could not be complacent with Leopold Il as Batetelas 
soldiers from his tribe had mutinied three times against the CFS in 


1895, 1897 and 1898! 


155] C. Braeckman, Le soir, 4.02.2020, http://blog.lesoir.be/colette- 
braeckman /2020/02/04/la-province-du-lualaba-vit-et-meurt-au- 
rythme-du-cobalt/ 


1156] From left to right: Kimbangu, Anuarite, Wangermée, Baudouin |I, 
Leopold Il - (the entrance portico) - Kasavubu, Mobutu, Kabila, 
Lumumba, Tshombe. 


[1157] Previous basement of the statue of King Albert |. 
[158] Essentially, Vangroenweghe, Marchal, and Hochschild. 


[159] Mobutu, Discours, allocutions et messages, |, Jeune Afrique, 
1975, p 97. 


[160] The busts of Leopold Il and Baudouin Ist were removed, 
following the intervention of some Belgians, who also inspired 
another biased story. “The province of Haut-Katanga has got a 
Lumumba mausoleum at the site of his assassination. It shows the 
plane that would have transported him to Lubumbashi. It was a four- 
engine DC-4, manufactured under Series Nr 43096 and delivered in 
1947 to Sabena, Which had registered it as OO-CBI. In 1960, the 
aircraft was sold to Air-Congo, whose registration was 90-CBI in 
March 1961, then 9Q-CBI, in May 1961, before moving under the flag 
of Air Zaire, in October 1971, and Zaire Aero Services, in 1976. 
Later, it was identified as 90-CMC of the African Air Charter. Thus, 
on January 17, 1961, the day of the assassination, the aircraft that 
had brought Lumumba was indeed a DC4, still registered OO-CBI and 
under leasing then sale by Sabena to Air Congo. But the new Katanga 
mausoleum shows a twin-engine DC-3 as the aircraft that had 
transported Lumumba... As if the plane had lost two engines from a 
real DC-4. A disgusting manipulation.” From the author's newsletter 
of the author. 


1161] For example, by inserting post names, in addition to first names. 


M62] prime Minister's speech: "we have experienced the hard work 
required in exchange for wages that did not allow us to eat our fill, 
to dress or lodge decently, or to raise our children as loved ones. We 


endured the ironies, the insults, the beatings that we had to suffer in 
the morning, noon and evening, because we were Negroes. Who 
would not forget that a black man was hailed by a little “you”, not 
certainly as a friend, but because the honourable “you” was used only 
for whites? We suffered because our lands were plundered ín the 
name of supposedly legal texts that only recognized the law of the 
strongest. We suffered because the law was never the same whether 
it was enforced on a White or on a Black: accommodating for some, 
but cruel and inhuman for others. We have experienced the 
excruciating suffering of those moved away for political opinions or 
religious beliefs; exiled to their own homeland, their fate was truly 
worse than death itself. We also suffered that in the cities there 
were magnificent houses for Whites and collapsing straw huts for 
Blacks ; that a black man was not allowed in movie theatres, nor in 
restaurants, nor in so-called European shops ; that a black man 
travelled ín the hold of a boat, at the feet of a White in a luxury 
cabin. Who will finally forget the shootings from which so many of 
our brothers died, the prison cells where those who no longer wanted 
to submit to the regime of justice of oppression and exploitation 
were brutally thrown? ” 


[163] It should be noted that at the time of this speech, on June 30, 
1960, the misdeeds cited no longer existed or were no longer 
covered by colonial policy. 


[164] Jean Van Lierde, La pensée politique de Patrice Lumumba, 
op.cit. 


165] Lumumba, circular note to members of the Stanleyville 
Advanced people Association, 1956; quote from Jean-Francois Bastin 
in La Passion de Lumumba, Politique, revue belge d’analyse et de 
debat, June 2010. 


[166] All Lumumba's thoughts come from his speeches. Until now, 
there has been no lexicon of these thoughts which would supply keys 
to reading the Congolese issues and challenges other than 
decolonization. Lumumbism may be a noble struggle, but it belongs 
to the past. 


[167] Lumumba, Le Congo terre d’avenir est-il menacé, 1956, Office 
de Publicité, Bruxelles, 1961. 


[168] Belga Agency; Zana Aziza Etambala, Lumumba en Belgique, récit 
et impressions de voyage de 1956, Figures et Paradoxes, Congo- 
Meuse, 2002 p 215. 


A Myth from the Whites! 


Going back in time, and constantly, the Congolese do criticize 
colonization, but without blaming Leopold Il in particular or talking 
about “hands cut-off". 


Was Lumumba and all the others, complacent blind people? No! In 
fact, the Congolese are very profuse in myths with the help of 
popular imagination. They embellish the conversations with tales 
that are repeated without the listeners getting tired of them. 
Everything that is said becomes the truth, especially when it is 
consecrated by paintings on canvas. Like "Mami Wata', the Mermaid! 


Mamba Muntu or Mami Wata, Mermaid OVerbeek Collection, ARR. 


The popular imagination is very fertile and limitless. 


The label on the first cans of corned beef represented a black 
woman; people avoided touching them, believing they would have 
contained some human meat{!6?l! In Katanga, a twin-engine plane 
used to make night flights in the direction of the north; in the 
villages below, old people used to say that the aircraft was carrying 


black men's meat destined for the table of King Albert the 1st of 
Belgium, although he had died in 1934 and his successors were well 
known. 


Everywhere in the Congo, people were warned not to go out at night, 
for fear of “batumbula"[170l who were catching night owls serving as 
meals for the Whites... 


In African circles, collective memory is based on the oral tradition, 
maintained by griots and elderly people who hand it down to the 
youngest. Embellishment and fables are close. 


This is the danger of “sidewalk radio” and the word-of-mouth that 
swarm social networks with fake news. 


Information is biased, the truth is distorted; even the best-trained 
minds are abused. 


Faced with this danger, a new concept has been developed in 
addition to IQ (intellectual quotient) and EQ (emotional quotient). 
This is the digital quotient or DQ which helps to filter information 
and to educate people by providing them with tools to dissect and 
decipher events, and acquire and exercise critical thinking. 


None would be happy to hear what is considered by all as the * 
overwhelming truth”. Truth is not a religion. Truth can be tracked 
without passion in its manifestations and its sequences in timel!71! 
and spacelf?2l. Important features and striking details should be 
analysed and compared. All forms of reasoning are helpful: logical, a 
contrario, or by the absurd. 


The writings are worthwhile because they remain while the words fly 
away. But there are biased or falsified writing that proliferate and 
persists through redundancies or copy-and-paste. 


Anyway, in Africa, as long as the oral tradition is missing, the related 
colonial violence ís unfounded or illegitimate! 


Indeed, all the horror that Leo |l inspires comes from the 
imagination: mutilated bodies, pain and cries of fear from still alive 
victims, butchered like logs. This is the blood of innocent people, 
spurted from the bodies of the tortured. The blood that had flowed, 
stained rubber red. The blood was so abundant that if it was put in a 
water cannon, it would splash Leo Il wherever he should be! 


On reflection, how is it that the mermaid, which does not really 
exist, has a place in the collective memory and not the hands cut-off 
and bloodied hands of Leopold Il? How the colonized people were not 
afraid to accuse the Whites of Anthropophagy of Blacks, at the point 
of naming this phenomenon, but would have been prevented from 
talking about the “blood on the lianas ? 


However, these are not miscellaneous events or traumatic tragedies 
that occurred briefly, as in the case of the rape of a woman who is 
the only one who can talk about when there are no injuries or when 
the sequels are erased. 


Hands cut-off meant amputations and irrevocable injuries. The crime 
is visible and irreparable; the amputee survives the sectioning and 
his infirmity denounce the crime and its bloody atrocity for the rest 
of his life! 


All communities have seen this over several generations. With “5 to 
10 million hands cut-off among the forced workers’, there would 
have been as many millions of one-handed people walking 
throughout the Congo, for several years. Even the blind would not 
have forgotten that! 


There is a clear contradiction between the weak perception of the 
hands cut-off by the descendants of the victims and the obsessive 
obsession conveyed by the post-colonialists. As if it were white 
people who had created a new Holocaust myth, in the same manner 
as "Mami Wata”! 


169] This shows that the Congolese had no propensity for 
cannibalism. 


[170] Case of the “Mindele-ngulu”, in Bas-Congo: Evariste Pini-Pini 
Nsasay, the civilizing mission in Congo, AfricAvenir / 
ExchangeeDialogiue, 2013. 


1171] What precedes and what follows. 


1172] Similar things happen in other communities or societies. 


If horrors could be classified 


At this point in my story, | asked a specialist about Lumumba if the 
icon had ever mentioned “red rubber”. 


He repliedl1731 that Lumumba had heard about it and he would have 
expressed it in his poem{f741 which summarizes his political thoughts. 


A 


But “cry, ô Black beloved brother” exalts only Negritude and 
Africanism around transatlantic slavery, without an evocation of the 
red rubber. So, Lumumba didn't talk about that! 


This silence does not mean that the hands cut-off did not exist. The 
omission means only that the Congolese have their own experiences 
of abuse and their own classification. It appears that in the ranking 
of horrors, the “hands cut-off" were neither in the Big Fivel1751 nor in 
the Top 10. 


In his speech of 30 June 1960, criticizing colonization, Lumumba 
identified “humiliating slavery” and suffering as nine forms of 
violence in the following order: 


- strenuous work, 

- insufficient wages, 

- Irony, 

- insult, 

- spoliation, 

- segregation, 

- shooting, 

- dungeons. 

- Human rights violations. 


In his speech, Lumumba put “hard work” at the top of colonial 
violence. But he immediately linked it to “insufficient wages’”. This 
was not a colonial issue, but rather a social unfairness that occurs 


every time and under all regimes. Currently, in Congo, the “little” 
salary is not even paid! 


About this, the Lumumba specialist said that ” during his youth, up to 
18 years old, in the village of Onalua in the territory of Katako- 
Kombe, cotton, was the main imposed crop; it required excessive 
binding quantities. In this savannah region, it proved to be a heavy 
chore.” 


In reality, the cultivation of cotton was not imposed for the textile 
fibre itself. The plant was the backbone of an agricultural revolution, 
the benefits of which had taken time to be realized by the 
population obliged to grow it. 


A crop rotation system was put in place on the same land, which 
stabilized populations. In the savannah, a sustainable field[176l was 
opened with cotton, followed by peanuts with corn and, finally, by 
cassava. In the forest area, the fields were open with rice, followed 
by peanuts with corn, then cotton and, finally, cassava. 


“Cotton cultivation was introduced in 1913, long after Leopold II 
ruling. Production reached 180,000 tons per year, from 630,000 
farmers. The populations, stabilized, entered the monetary economy 
with the assurance of selling their crops at international market 
prices."[1771 


This led to the creation of ginning plants for obtaining fibre cotton, 
cotton linters, edible oil and protein meals, and later, spinning, 
weaving, printing and garment plants. 


Such economic and social growth was not colonial violence! 


173] Jean Omasombo stated in an email to the author that “during his 
youth in the village of Onalua in the territory of Katako-Kombe where 
he lived until the age of 18 (1925-1943), Lumumba had observed the 
devastation caused by orders to collect rubber. The population of his 
home region had to travel more than 200 km, and for several weeks 
in dangerous forest, before finding rubber lianas. It should be noted 
that some areas of the Sankuru province were part of the famous 


Crown Domain of Leopold Il; Lumumba translated all this into his 
poem, which is his political thoughts, written in September 1959.” 


[174] Pleure, Ô Noir Frère bien-aimé , op.cit. 


[175] The most dangerous wild animals : lion, leopard, elephant, rhino 
and buffalo. 


[176] It was necessary to end the burning and fallow of nomadic 
agriculture and stabilize populations with sustainable housing and 
collective facilities. 


177] M. Yabili, Le Géant d’Afrique, le Géant d’Asie, L'Harmattan, 
2012. 


“HISTORICAL CRITICISM” OF THE CHICOTTE 


The Chicotte 


Voiceless about the “hands cut off", Lumumba did not talk about this 
other symbol of colonial violence, the “chicotte"[1781. The omission is 
blatant, particularly as all Congolese stories still talk about the 
hippo's leather strap and the usual flogging of people. All go back to 
this impressive illustration. It dates from 1885. 


Moniteur du Congo 


LA CIVILISATION EN AFRIQUE CENTRALE 


LA CHICOTTE 
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pe . ‘em Dagen 


The label of the drawing criticizes Islamization, before the CFS[791. 


No one should be a historian to evaluate this image, which would be 
indisputable proof of indiscriminate violence and constant 
humiliation before, during, and after Leopold Il. But everyone has 
eyes to see, and to read too! 


First of all, this is the cover of a Belgian magazine: Le Moniteur du 
Congo, with on the front page an article on “civilization in Central 
Africa’. 


Obviously, this is a satirical newspaper, a kind of warning of 
perversions, a few months after the Treaty of Berlin, which had 
called for bringing civilization to Africa. 


The publication took place on June 5, 1885, before the proclamation 
of the Congo Free State (CFS), which occurred on July 1st. Ipso 
facto, this image does not apply to the CFS. 


More important is the text below the drawing. Nobody reproduces it. 
Here it is, exclusively. It says that “the chicotte is a strap of twisted 
and dried hippo skin. It is the judicial sentence for Blacks at all 
stations of the International Association of Congo (AlC). This 
engraving represents the justice of Peace in office.” 


The text identifies the ruling by the International Association of 
Congo (AlC). Even then, the use of flogging is precise: it is not an act 
of domination or humiliation, but a “Court of proximity in action” 
[180], For the paper, the chicotte meant a sentence of punishment in 
a kind of proximity justice. 


The illustration is entitled “civilization in Central Africa”. This refers 
to the Berlin Conference, which also called for the fight against Arab 
slaveholders. Since whipping is a punishment ruled by sharia law for 
Muslims, the newspaper criticized this practice because it did not 
reflect European “civilization"[1ë81, 


[1178] Portuguese word meaning whip. 


[179] From Eduard Mandau’s painting « Civilization in the Congo », 
1884. 


[1180] The judge of proximity decides quickly, in order to restore 
peace. 


[1181] It was also foreign to the Congolese, who were not Muslims. 


Leopold Il outlawed the chicotte 


Im not a historian; lm a lawyer. 


The documents | consult have been at the disposal of specialists in 
the history of the Congo. But | read something different! 


Until 1885, the territory coveted by the International Association of 
Congo was a zone of “no law”, like on the high seas and international 
waters where what is prohibited elsewhere is allowed, but the law of 
the jungle. The truth ís not only that the chicotte of 1885 did not 
engage the responsibility of the CFS; the truth also comes from 
checking whether the new state had remained under the law of the 
jungle and what the Muslim flogging had become. 


It is never said that Leopold Il designed and installed the institutions 
of a real state. 


Quickly, a justice was established, with a penal code which had 
enumerated a limited list of penalties applicablel!ë82l by the judges: 
1" death 2° imprisonment 3’ fine and 4° seizure of belongings. 


So, the only physical punishment was the death sentence. Chicotte 
was not listed as a legal penalty that could be decided by a judge. 
Thus, the whip was outlawed! It was such for all the duration of 
colonization! Since Leo Il, chicotting equated with “beatings’ that 
were punishedi18?1. 


Furthermore, the misuse of the chicotte was punished as “an 
arbitrary act or an attack on the freedoms and rights guaranteed to 
individuals by the Berlin Act, ordered or executed by an agent of the 
state"[1841, 


There was also “particular monitoring leading to punishment of 
aggressing Congolese"[1831, This was ascertained by the Commission of 
Inquiry in 1905. 


[182] Article 87 of the decree of April 27, 1889. 


183] Art 4 decree May 26, 1888: eight days to six months in prison and 
or a fine. 


[184] Article 77 of the decree of 1888, introduced on December 2, 
1896. 


185] Circular on January 9, 1899. 


Disciplinary punishment of military personnel 


The CFS had, at the same time, organized a regulation of military 
disciplinel186l with a special chapter of sanctions for “soldiers and 
those with rank if coloured or equated"[1871. 


The same disciplinary regime was extended to state agents and, for a 
time, to “ children’s colonies”{1ê81. 


Transgressions were punished by 1° withholding of pay, 3’ chained 
work, 4° military prison, 5° reduction in rank 6° degradation or 7° 
dismissal from the army. 


The penalty n° 2 was the chicottel!891. This was a * whip of four to 
fifty blows applied to the bottom of the kidneys. No more than 
twenty-five lashes could be applied to an offender on the same day. 
The application of the whip should be stopped immediately, 
regardless of the number of blows applied, once some wound or 
syncope has occurred.” 


The regulations detailed the nature of the whipli®0l. It was also 
formally forbidden to whip women. Individuals and commercial 
companies could not punish their employees with the whip. Civilian 
populations were clearly excluded. Abuse was a crime. 


Hence the question: did not the “odious, undisciplined and 
cannibalistic military men” deserve the chicotte? 


In short, as it was regulated, the chicotte had no character of 
domination, humiliation!!°!! or * colonial violence ”. 


[186] The very first draft can be traced in the official Bulletin. 


187] Some public workers were placed under military discipline 
regulations. 


1188] Recruiting for the army. Order of the Governor General of August 
23, 1900. 


[189] Article 23 of the regulation of 30 June 1903, subject to previous 
texts. 


[190] Initially, it was made of hippo leather. Furthermore, * the use of 
whips that are not round and smooth and whose lower end is not at 
least one centimetre in diameter is prohibited. Under no 
circumstances could two whip punishments be inflicted on the same 
day.” Etc. 


[191] In 1926, despite the risk of abuse of the whip, the Colonial 
Council considered that’ the punishment of the whip, if it hurts our 
sensibilities, still adapts to their mentalities; it is often of great 
efficiency and, basically, less cruel than the solitary confinement 
that sometimes brings death”. In 1933, the Colonial Council reduced 
the number of strikes as a step towards the abolition of the chicotte. 


The falsification by the first “whistleblowers” 


When the first “Crusaders’ or whistleblowers of the Congo Reform 
Association (CRA) began the campaign against Leopold Il, the legal 
framework for abuses against populations was well known. The legal 
texts were published ín the Official Bulletin of the CFS. The courts 
were also operating. 


Roger Casement, the British consul, shows in his famous report that 
he was aware of these publications as well as the sentences 
condemning abuses against the Congolese. 


lt was in this context that the British missionary Alice Seeley Harris, 
an excellent photographer, produced propaganda images for the CRA 
campaign in 1904. Her husband staged himself; he was a member of 
the association that Roger Casement would join. 


This image is not real; it is a posed picture.!1°21 


This scene from 1904 is not real; it was simulated. By not saying 
clearly that it was a posed picturel1?3l and a staging, people were 
and are still abused. 


The image was directly inspired by the illustration of the Moniteur du 
Congo paper, in 1885; it suggests that the bad practices under the 
lIAC’s project continued under the CFS’s ruling. Above all, it 
illustrates greater cruelty than before in 1885, because, in the 
meantime, Leo Il, fond of rubber, had become inhuman. In 1904, it 
was no longer a critic of Islamic punishment by a judge, but a matter 
of “colonial violence" illustrated by the brutality of a military man, 
flogging endlessly a civilian. 


But why did the CRA use this staging instead of real photographs? 
Since, according to the campaigners, torture and flogging were so 
widespread? Does it mean that behind the manipulation of the 
image, there was a manipulation of the truth[19%1? 


The photo taken in 1904 doesn’t establish any whipping, but the 
manipulations by the CRA. The propaganda hides information about 
the true Leopoldian chicotting and its double abolition: the whip 
could not be decided by the courts and those who used it were liable 
for prosecution and judicial convictions. In 1904, the hiding of these 
laws and regulations and their enforcement, even episodic, was a 
deliberate falsification of the truth. 


The CRA did not say anything about the real and regulated chicotte 
was, then and exclusively, a disciplinary penalty to punish precisely 
the military brutality the campaign was denouncing. 


Honesty, the humanitarian and uncompromising campaigners to 
denigrate the CFS should have applauded the flogging of a brutal and 
criminal soldier. Isn’t it? 


192] Mark Sealy, Autograph,op.cit. 
193] Mark Sealy, Autograph, op.cit. 


[194] This question applies also relates to the “hands cut off", also 
pictured. 


The hidden hero of the chicotte 


After a century, those who still use the 1885 drawing against the CFS 
and the 1904 photomontage know very well that they are not correct 
illustrations of the chicotte and the colonial violence. They also 
commit forgery. They do not refer to the Congolese criminal code or 
the military disciplinary regulations. 


And most importantly, they do not talk about the wildest flogging, 
nor the hero of the chicotte! 


Isidore Bakanja, beatified by the chicotte! 


This is a story of a blatant case of deliberate falsification of Congo's 
past by “historians of the winners’ and other postcolonialist 
Crusaders. Some praise the Protestant missionariesl195l as heroes for 
some denunciations of Leopoldian crimes and cast the blame on the 
Catholics, accused of having served as the pillars of colonization. 
This is a story of colonial violence embodied by an anticlerical 
Belgian who hated religious people. This is a story of Catholics who 
also came to the defence of Blacks by denouncing abuses by Whites! 


In 1909, Isidore Bakanja worked on a rubber plantation under the 
direction of the Belgian Van Cauter. One day, the white man had him 
whipped. The day after, Bakanja was struck by two workers with “an 
elephant skin whip with nails at the end"[?%l, Subsequently, Van 
Cauter, enraged, “ordered more than 100 lashes. Bakanja became a 
living wound with bare bones. He was thrown, unconscious, into a 
dungeon, his legs chained to a large block; he remained for 4 days 
without food or care. Then Bakanja escaped from Van Cauter. He was 
collected by another Belgian for whom the body was only a “purulent 
wound overgrown with flies *. He died of septicaemia on August 15, 
1909. 


The story does not end there. Van Cauter was prosecuted, tried and 
convicted in 1912. In 1994, Pope John Paul |l beatified Isidore 
Bakanja. In 1999, he became “patron” of lay Christians. 


Bakanja was a catechist ; he had the dignity and strength of his 
convictions. By refusing to submit to Van Cauter, he had overcome 
humiliation. He is the opposite of the image that postcolonialists 
convey; an image of the processions of Blacks without inner strength, 
of eternal victims battered and unable to react. Bakanja had raised 
his head. He kept his head up. Is it this image of rebellious Congolese 
that prevents from talking about it? Or the colonial violence coming 
from Van Cauter, who was anticlericalist? 


195] The Leopold II’s Crown Foundation also funded Protestants. 
1196] According to Wikipedia. 


The two Belgian colonial Chicottes 


This is clear: Leopold Il did not organize or tolerate the chicotting of 
the civilian population. It was after the CFS that the use of the whip 
was extended by the Belgian colonization to native courts and to civil 
prisons. 


From 192611°71, native courts, with chiefs and notables sitting as 
judges, could punish with chicotte. This was the only case of “legal” 
whipping of the common Congolese; it was only a sanction imposed 
by native justice. 


In this environment, the chicotte was also a disciplinary sanction for 
police officers acting in native constituencies[1%81. 


The physical punishment could be imposed “in the event that the 
offence, punishable by native custom, was not punishable by law; 
provided that “custom allows whippingit’l, the penalty cannot 
exceed eight strokes and is not administered to the elderly, infirm, 
women and children”. 


In principle, African judges were best placed to ensure the well- 
being of their fellow men. But, homo homini lupus, man has always 
been the enemy of his fellow man, there were serious abuses[2001. 
Often, the native authorities used the whip as a means of pressure 
and oppression, a true kind of colonial violence, behind closed doors 
and among fellow citizens! 


The abolition of the chicotte, as a legal physical penalty, began in 
19332011, The abolition was fully completed in 19591202). 


The chicotte is, by itself, an object of horror for the Congolese. It's 
normal! They do not carry the Muslim culture with the sharia law 
enforced. Congolese women are neither veiled, nor excised, nor 
infibulated. The descendants of the hands cut off do not undergo 
genital mutilation! But they are abused when they are blamed for 
forgetting the famous colonial violence. “Those who regret the 
colonial era have forgotten the chicotte. It was very hard and awful 
to see the head of a family who is caught, pulling his pants down and 


being held on the floor to be whipped 35 times{[2031!" But so many 
strikes could only come from the abuse of a native judge, a 
Congolese chief or a notable, because the legal ceiling was eight 
blows! 
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Only prisoners were whipped! © ARR Verbeek Collection. 


This popular painting is used as evidence of a brutal and humiliating 
colonial chicotte. However, all these works illustrate only inmates, ín 
prisoner uniforms, and in the setting of a prison. Indeed, the second 
case of the Belgian colonial chicotte was a disciplinary sanction 
against prisoners[204l; against detainees, but never against the 
population! All popular paintings are always illustrated this way. 


These paintings mean that Congolese are not “"amnesic’; they have a 
very good and detailed memory! 


But in 1997, Laurent Désiré Kabila took power through the invasion of 
Rwandan and Ugandan troops. He claimed to liberate the Congo, but 
he introduced a wild chicotte administered without judgment, even 
on the sidewalk. It must be said that he had installed a much more 
horrible violence with the war and its multiple consequences that 
are still continuing. 


In DR Congo, the whip is so common as police or political torture that 
it is not mentioned. Colonial violence is present, trivialized, but 


without Leopold II. 


There are even people who openly want to re-educate populations 
with vigorous flogging, far beyond and quite the opposite of the 
colonial chicotte which was regulated according to the humanitarian 
principles of the time. 


With this crossing of the red lines, the chicotte can no longer be 
stigmatized ; it is no longer a taboo subject[2021. 


Nevertheless, the whip is exhibited as the emblem of colonial 
violence! Wrongly and through. 


A century after the facts! 


Images of 1885 of the dying AlC and the one shot in 1904 continue to 
be diverted and hammering ín contradiction with the collective 
memory of the Congolese themselves, by stating that: 


“under the blows of chicotte and machete, countless Congolese 


perished to enrich the Belgian crown. Ten million victims of a 
megalomaniac King. "1206! 


1197] Decrees on the native courts, since April 15, 1926. 


[198] Order of 1933; Order of 1942. In case of a breach or abuse of 
duty: two to eight lashes. 


1199] In 1947, the native courts had jurisdiction to try those who 
evaded the imposed work. Logically, they could not apply the 
chicotte since such work was not imposed by native custom. 


[200] "Number of strokes, nature of the whip or way of applying it. 
There were “ prosecutions for arbitrary acts, assaults, and even 
murder and assassination.” Emile Lamy, droit positif congolais, VOC. 


[201] Observations of the Colonial Council about the decree of 14 
December 1933. 


[202] Decree 16.09.1959 (Native Courts); Ordinance 24.08.1959 
(prisons). 


[203] Isidore Ndaywell at VRT, Kinderen van de kolonie, January 1, 
2019. 


[204] Prison regime. 


[205] In November 2019, Zambian MP Kapembwa Simbao proposed the 
chicotte be reinstated. “We cannot put 22,000 people in prisons 
planned for 8,000. We must build prison places as the population 
increases. What we do for schools and hospitals, we must do for 
prisons. Why not punish certain offences with whipping? ” BBC News 


[206] Slogan of a 2015 campaign to rename Léopold Il Street in the 
16th arrondissement of Paris. Pierre-Luc Plasman, Léopold Il, 
potentat congolais. L'action royale face a la violence coloniale, 
Racine, 2017. 


Historical Criticism 


Congolese like stories. If any of the Leopoldian horrors had been 
absolutely real, they would have produced valuable stories prized in 
the usual nightly assemblies around fires projecting flames into the 
celestial vault. 


But such folk tales cannot be found. This means that violence 
reported by the narrators didn't encrust the popular imagination! 


The chicotte phenomenon shows that the history of the Congo is rich 
and varied. It deserves more than the usual, fast and haughty 
overflying of its spread-out land. 


With the chicotte, the simple examination of the images and the 
knowledge of related descriptions and contexts shakes common 
ideas. With the help of the DQ (digital quotient), everyone can 
dissect ordinary stories, and even history books. 


lt is not the abundance and repetition of Bible stories that would 
force anybody to believe them! But narrators have given God, 
without confession, to storytellers about Congo! 


In the same manner, Mr Jourdainl207l used to speak in prose without 
knowing it, the simple use of senses and common sense of everyone 
is the key technique of historians, namely “historical criticism"[2081, 


lt works by decrypting, verifying, and certifying facts and events, in 
a dynamic posture that integrates and interacts with all factual, 
aesthetic, and analytical considerations, etc. as well as new 
contributions to studies, discoveries, or accessibility, or in 
mentalities that continue to evolve. 


The result is never inert, frozen or crystallized. Like a cocktail in a 
shaker, the colour, aroma and taste of the truth vary with each 
addition of an ingredient. And to achieve the aroma and flavour 
required by truth, all the ingredients are needed, but never the 
partial, deformed or falsified parts of the history of colonial 
violence. 


The history of the Congo is not at all definitively told by considering 
a particular period of time. Nobody would be allowed to reproduce 
tales whose falsification has been established, but must integrate 
the discovery of documents which were either inaccessible or 
ignored or even hidden. Everybody should benefit from the 
contributions of continuous research or, as lm doing here, from new 
and disturbing analysis of popular ideas. Everyone deserves the 
fulfiiment of this obligation and the exercise of this art by 
professional historians themselves. Each time they exercise their 
profession effectively and correctly, everyone can follow them! 


The character of Leopold Il appeared in the floating debris of the 
tsunami of George Floydl20°l and the 8 minutes 46 seconds of the 
deadly strangulation that swept over all continents and engulfed past 
injustices to the point of unbolting the representations of related 
guilty people. The same radicalness of universal disapproval requires 
an uncompromising search for the truth. Evil doesn't have to be 
falsified. Evil should be found and identified, like the immune system 
recognizes a microbial or viral insider. The exercise is not to 
whitewash Leopold Il, but to clean the gangue around him, to see 
and to know. It is a right! Anyone can do this exercise ín historical 
criticism. Here and now! 


“This technique has educated me! It should save the Congo too!”[210) 


[207] Le Bourgeois Gentilhomme, of Molière, the French writer of 
famous plays. 


[208] Verification of the authenticity of information with the search 
for its credibility by means of internal analysis. 


[209] African American, who died below the knee of a bench police 
officer in May 2020. 


[210] Marcel Yabili, Hommage, op.cit 


The navel and the waistline 


Here is a specimen of the international imagination over Leopold Il 
and the Congo. Written by a bona fide researcherl2111! 


“There was a mass massacre that probably killed several million 
people between 1885 and 1908. An incredible killing by cruelty. A 
system which is intended to allow the Belgian kingdom to enjoy the 
economic wealth of the Congo.” 


“In 1885, Leopold Il, King of the Belgians, obsessed with the idea of 
owning a colony, receives the Congo as “ personal property * and 
takes advantage of a civilizing and humanitarian mission. He 
modernizes the region, develops infrastructure, promotes trade and 
agriculture, creates cities. 


At the same time, he takes control of the local wealth, rubber and 
ivory, claiming since 1891 a monopoly on their exploitation. Then the 
administration of the Congo Free State organizes a repressive, 
brutal, and savage system to submit native populations to work.” 


“Mass killings, torture and corporal punishment, enslavement, erased 
villages, nothing was spared for the natives who sought to escape 
forced labour or did not collect enough rubber or did not bring in 
enough ivory points. 


The most common punishment was having the hand cut off. If the 
villages did not supply the requested quantity of rubber, adult males 
got their hands cut off. The second time, the other hand was also cut 
off. If a family continued not to provide the rubber, its members 
were killed.” Etc. 


This narration has become a classic, and is unmissable. With the copy 
and paste tools and the redundancies of the Internet, this narration 
relays, shapes, and consolidates an increasing obstinate reality. 


But these stories are absent from the tales and the collective 
memory of the Congolese people, who are the first line concerned. 


Had colonial violence been so overwhelming that instead of 
influencing the spirits, it would have charred the cortex? Scratched 
the collective hard drive that should be formatted and reloaded? Is 
this a survival reflex? Some resilience? Should the Congolese be 
submitted to psychoanalysis to better understand this forgetting, if 
any? 


This is all in the past! Some believe that “history is an eternal 
restart”. Others give chances to fate by ‘entropy, as anything can 
happen: “today's troubles can give birth to tomorrow's order.” 


But History is not just made of ordinary stories. In Africa, ancient 
tales, epics, sometimes esoteric, told evening assemblies, around the 
fire, “ended with a teaching message, so that if such a situation 
should arise again, the younger would know how to deal with it”[2121. 


And the whole point of history is to be able to go back in time, to 
cross all borders, and to enjoy a panoramic view in 3D, chronological 
and spatial. Classical plays have unity of action, unity of time and 
unity of place. The narrators apply the same shape to the history of 
the Congo: everything is action, life and personality of Leopold Il. 


But the Congo is not a play! It wasn't only Leo Il, and it wasn't only 
the Congo! The narrators imagination limits everything to the 
horizons of the country, and to the navel and the waistline of a 
monarch! 


[211] © ARR. Sarah Diffalah, Les “mains coupées” du Congo, une 
horreur de la colonisation”, Nouvelobs, December 2018. 


[212] Paul-L. Kabasubabo, Village Masanga M'bila, Musée Familial 
Yabili, 2016. 


Scrutinizing stories with a fine-tooth comb 


Logically, the repetitive accounts of journalists, activists, and 
Crusaders of postcolonialism should be believed. After all, they 
benefited from sources that are difficult to access by ordinary people 
because the facts date back over a century. 


It is hard for everyone to spend time checking everything in depth, 
but everyone can, “here and now”, check the internal consistency of 
these stories. With historical criticism. 


This exercise does not suffer from the fashion for freedom of opinion 
and conscience, which would allow sweeping aside biblical writings 
with one hand with the haughty excuse that they would be 
imaginary. But since the ravages of fake news, more judgment and 
critical thinking are needed. In this regard, the history of the Congo 
is worth new writing. It’s not very complicated. Everyone can read 
and listen to the usual narration again. At each stage, he can leave 
the Leopoldo-Congolese microcosm and enlighten it with internal or 
external information, easy to understand, immediately accessible 
and within reach of the hand or the eyes. Live, and gradually.… 


The usual storytelling is apparently consistent, so far as the facts are 
linked to an implacable Cartesian logic. “Leopold Il wanted a colony 
to gain control of the riches of the Congo. He had used the pretext of 
bringing civilization there to capture all the lands and the monopoly 
on exploitation of the whole country by making slave populations 
work through a system of abuse and cruelty ". Everyone must check 
whether each element of this story, taken separately or put together 
with the others, is coherent and proven. 


The truth does not belong to those who make a business with writing 
and easy words. Everyone can also unfold the truth! 


THE COMMON CORE OF THE COLONIZATION 


The unanimity to colonize 


lt is said that Leopold Il was obsessed with the envy of a colony. A 
light comes from the famous Treaty of Berlin in 1885, where the 
continent was “shared like a cake’. It was to prevent a stampede at 
the gates of Africa that 14 powersi2131 had seated together to set the 
rules for the demarcation of the boundaries between their 
possessions. They did that, without consulting the population. 
Indeed, the deprivation of political rights is the hallmark of 
colonization. So, the colonial project was the obsession of all the 
powers and not of Leo Il’s alone. 


Another light comes from the international campaign against the CFS 
and Leopold Il. As a reminder, in 1885, the Congo Free State was 
amongst the three sovereign states, along with Ethiopia and Liberia. 
The tales do not indicate anyone who had opposed the abuses of the 
CFS in an anti-colonialist campaign and who would have sought to 
liberate the Congolese and to create for them another sovereign 
state of “Blacks”, like Liberia in 1847. The activists aimed only to 
replace Leopold Il, a change in the status of the CFS by which the 
territory would lose its international sovereignty and be subjected to 
a European metropolis. That was a regression! A unique case in 
African history. 


This illustrates the limits of the campaign against the CFS. Sure, it 
had innovated with the new word “crime against humanity”, but not 
with the ‘right of people to self-determination”. Since then, 
everyone can question themselves. To what extent did the anti-Leo II 
campaign take into account the real interests of the Congolese, a 
century ago? And to what extent does postcolonialism really care 
about the plight of 21st century Congolese? 


[213] There were 14 powers. Those who did not participate in the 
“sharing of the pie” were the USA, Belgium, Russia, Norway, Denmark, 
the Ottoman Empire, the Austro-Hungarian Empire and the 
Netherlands. 


Low hand on local resources 


It is also said that Leopold Il was greedy for the wealth of the Congo. 


Indeed, he was envious of others who were already enriching 
themselves with the colonial system. He did not invent colonization. 
Rather, he was the last to enter it. The Treaty of Berlin enlightens 
this. The preamble proclaims the search for the most favourable 
conditions for the development of trade. 


In other words, colonization was “business first”[2141! 


The other proof of this mercantile focus is that the very first 
articlel2131 of the Treaty of Berlin on February 26, 1885, is devoted to 
the zones of “free trade of all nations’, and among them, the Congo 
Basin was the most important. Under such conditions, the prior 
purpose of Leo IIs Congo was not to be an exclusive grant to the 
monarch, but to involve everyone in the feast of natural resources. 
Knowing this, everyone has the right to ask questions. 


Given that the Congo Basin was to provide for everyone, was 
Leopold Il wrong to have plundered the Congolese? 


Or to have looted them alone? 
Or the businesses of other nations weren't worthwhile? 


To what extent had the rise in rubber prices, which would have 
driven Leopold Il mad, not attracted other metropolises and made 
them envious or jealous of Congolese wealth? 


[214] “The Industrial Revolution and, in particular, the « Cotton Gin » 
made it possible to substitute the slaves for the machines. But just 
after abolition, slavery was replaced by colonization, which allowed 
the production of raw materials on the spot, without deporting the 
labour force. The supplies of the colonies were processed by the 


colonizers, who returned more valuable manufactured goods to the 
colonized. As a result, there was a direct link between colonial 
political and economic systems “ in M. Yabili, Le Géant, op. 


[215] Chapter | (articles 1 to 5) of the Treaty. 


The “Civilizing” mission 


It is said that Leopold Il disillusioned everyone as he had claimed he 
was going to bring “civilization” to the Congolese, free of charge, 
only by altruism and by paying everything out of his pocket! 


The 14 signatory nations of the Treaty of Berlin-1885 were practising 
religions. This is how the document was drawn up “in the name of 
Almighty God"![2161 As a reminder, this happened the day after the 
abolition of slavery; Africa, which still suffered from it, deserved 
empathy to free people, bury the chains and improve the well-being 
of populations. This empathy did not contradict mercantile targets. 
And the fight against communism in the 20th century was devoted to 
“freedom through trade”! 


In fact, the Treaty was also concerned with ways of increasing the 
moral and material well-being of the populations. “Civilizing” was not 
a particular fable of Leopold Il, but a formal commitment made by 
all[2171, 


[216] In the Name of God Almighty, Her Majesty the Queen of the 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, Empress of India; His 
Majesty the German Emperor, King of Prussia; His Majesty the 
Emperor of Austria, King of Bohemia, etc, and Apostolic King of 
Hungary; His Majesty the King of the Belgians; His Majesty the King of 
Denmark; His Majesty the King of Spain; the President of the United 
States of America; the President of the French Republic; His Majesty 
the King of Italy; His Majesty the King of the Netherlands, Grand 
Duke of Luxemburg, etc; His Majesty the King of Portugal and the 
Algarves, etc; His Majesty the Emperor of all the Russias; His Majesty 
the King of Sweden and Norway, etc; and His Majesty the Emperor of 
the Ottomans. 


[217] All the Powers exercising sovereign rights or influence in the 
aforesaid territories bind themselves to watch over the preservation 
of the native tribes, and to care for the improvement of the 
conditions of their moral and material well-being, and to help in 
suppressing slavery, and especially the slave trade. They shall, 
without distinction of creed or nation, protect and favour all 
religious, scientific, or charitable institutions and undertakings 
created and organized for the above ends, or which aim at 
instructing the natives and bringing home to them the blessings of 
civilization. 


Christian missionaries, scientists, and explorers, with their followers, 
property and collections, shall likewise be the objects of especial 
protection. Freedom of conscience and religious toleration are 
expressly guaranteed to the natives, no less than to subjects and to 
foreigners. The free and public exercise of all forms of divine 
worship, and the right to build edifices for religious purposes, and to 
organize religious missions belonging to all creeds, shall not be 
limited or fettered in any way whatsoever. 


The tandem trade & some rights of peoples 


lt is clear that colonial trade was coupled with humanitarian 
considerations. 


Isn’t it suspectable that the colonial powers coated with candy the 
bitter pill of the exploitation of people and resources? 


However, profit is the hallmark of any trade. 


It isn't just because a baker makes a profit on the bread that the 
buyer has to fight the exchange of money for such e good. What 
matters is the nature and quality of the merchandise and the 
satisfaction it brings. Even in medicine, all drugs are deadly poisons; 
they cure according to dosage and posology. They often carry risks 
and unwanted side effects. What matters is to heal when the benefits 
are greater or useful. What matters is making a choice between 
desired effects and feared consequences. 


In the Treaty of Berlin in 1885, the “well-being of populations” was 
formulated and considered as a fundamental “human right” of 
colonized populations. Those who had failed could be denounced. 


And precisely, Leopold Il had been criticized for having failed in this 
fundamental “humanitarian” obligation of the Treaty. 


He also had to report on free international trade. 


The CFS was not alonel?181. 


[218] Also, the French Congo. 


THE STATE GETS HOLD OF THE CONGO 


About personal ownership 


Congo Free State? État Indépendant du Congo? These names make 
the Crusaders, the postcolonialists, the narrators laugh. They talk 
about “Leopold II’s personal colony'”. 


This “personal property” is a shortcut for denying the existence of a 
state in order to put everything on the head of an individual.But in 
reality, there had been separate accounts and liabilities of CFS and 
Leopold Il, as between shareholders and their limited companies. 
The sovereignty of Monaco is recognized although it extends over one 
millionth of the Congolese area! 


There are also potentates and autocratic regimes, etc. Anyone can 
have an exact opinion. 


It was already said that the CFS had an Official Bulletin which 
totalled 9,777 pages in 23 editions (1885 to 1908)[21°1. These are 
printed documents that must be drafted with care.The typographers 
had to assemble, by hand and backwards, the words with movable 
lead letters, to make lines, have them corrected, and reunite them 
into pages and notebooks before printing and binding them.Etc.The 
narrators repeat that Leopold Il was “the master of the Congo’. This 
is wonderful. Did an “absolute master” need such tedious work? A 
task that, a century later, the Congolese authorities are struggling to 
achieve despite the availability of word processors and online 
publications…. 


These 9,777 printed pages show a real organization with some kind of 
concern for transparency, and accountability that was not personal. 


Likewise, the 14 powers of the 1885 Treaty of Berlin recognized the 
sovereignty of the CFS, that the narrators disregard for falsifying the 
legal truth. 


Very quickly, the CFS had exercised its prerogatives as a sovereign 
state by joiningl220l the Universal Postal Union (UPU), alongside the 
great powers[221l. In this regard, postal statistics illustrate the 
operation of a true state. 


Statistigue des objets postaux expédiés du Congo pendant 
l'année 1889. 
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1890 statistics for about thirty countries and possessions: postage-paid 
letters, simple postcards, paid-reply postcards, printed matters, business 
papers, samples of merchandise, postage-free letters, registered items and 
other items, notices of receipt, postal parcels. 


[219] Free download : Royal Academy of Overseas Sciences: 
WWw.kaowarsom.be. 


[220] September 17, 1885. 


[221] Germany, the United States, Austria, Canada, etc. 


Regarding the exploitation monopoly 


The tales are crystallized on the fact that Leopold Il had granted 
himself the monopoly and the profit of the exploitation of natural 
resources throughout the whole Congo, by dispossessing the 
populations of their lands which he had declared ” vacant *. 


Congo is a vast territory. Even now, the vast majority of the 2.4 
million km2 are vacant. There was more free space than the risk of 
expropriating people for the CFS. 


The vacancy of lands was proclaimed at the same time as the 
independence of the CFS, on July 1, 1885. 


The written rules are clear on this subject. They started with the 
principle that people kept their lands they were really occupying. 
Areas not occupied[?22l by the natives were declared vacant{?231; 
these lands became the property of the state (article 2)[2241. The CFS 
had cancelled all previous grants from natives to strangers; all new 
acquisitions would be made under state control (Article 1)[2251. 


The land ownership of the population has been confirmed by the 
prohibition of expelling them from the fields they occupy or 
depriving them of their means of existencel?26l. Legislation on 
mining, logging, and rubber expressly recognized the exploitation 
rights of people on their own lands. Etc. 


In the aftermath of 1885, objections had arisen not to protect the 
rights of the populations, but in favour of “the freedom of commerce 
of all nations’ in the Congo Basin. The quarrel ended because 
Francel?271, Germanyíi?28l, Great Britainl22?l and Portugall230l, which 
occupied the same free-trade zone, had also taken “vacant lands”. 


Consequently, the stories about this founding element of the cycle of 
“colonial violence” are drowned in gross ignorance. 


On the one hand, the Napoleonic land tenure system (Belgian or 
French) had been set aside by Leopold Il. The CFS had adopted 
Australia's Torrens Act system, which has land managed by a state 
officer named the “conservative of land titles’. Currently, many 


African countries are trying to adopt this system too, after more than 
a century! In this system, the registered certificate is the material 
proof of land ownership. 


On the other hand, legal notions are expressed in appropriate words, 
in jargon; they are stated without the need for further explanation. 
Some historians do ignore this particular legal vocabulary! In law, 
there are two kinds of “state land’. The “public domain”, which 
cannot be sold, and the “private domain”, which the state can cede 
for private occupation or exploitation. 


[222] The principle has always been to carry out surveys of vacations 
of land, prior to any foreign occupation, with, if necessary, 
compensation. 


[223] Even now, in the DRC, all vacant lands are either “public domain 
of the state”, which is inalienable, or “private domain of the state”, 
which is alienable. Private titles come from this private domain. 


[224] July 1, 1885, article 2: “ No one shall have the right to occupy 
vacant lands without a title or to dispossess the people of the lands 
they occupy. Vacant lands belong to the state.” 


[225] In 1966, this same process was carried out by the Congolese, 
with the "Bakajika law’. All previous land cessions had been annulled 
and the state had resumed its sovereign rights to freely and again 
cede them. 


[226] Decree 14.09.1886. 


[227] The Ordinance of the Commissar General of the Government of 
September 26, 1891, states that ‘vacant lands and abandoned lands 
of which no one can claim ownership shall be considered to belong to 
the state”. 


[228] Ordinance of September 1, 1891, of German East Africa: “the 
government alone has the right to take possession of the vacant 
lands …” The proceeds from the exploitation of certain forests were 
shared by half between the government and the concessionaire 
trading company. 


[229] Report of Her Majesty's Special Commissioner, 27 April 1900: * in 
most uninhabited lands, vacant or unoccupied lands belong to Her 
Majesty the Queen ; these lands have been transferred to the crown 
as a result of treaties with the chiefs, after payment of allowances, 
or as a consequence of conquest.” 


[230] Portuguese decree of 9 May 1901. “In overseas countries, all land 
that does not constitute private property, acquired under the terms 
of Portuguese law, shall be in the domain of the state.” 


The State paid for the natives’ lands 


In 1885, the right of the natives to their land was enforced without 
being dispossessed. 


Had this proclamation alone prevented the CFS from abusing its 
authority when it needed people's land? Without forgetting the 
desires of private entrepreneurs? 


In 1886, it was decided that contracts for the acquisition or rental of 
land from the population required the approval of the public 
administration. The CFS could also determine the applicable forms 
and conditions for the conclusion of contractsl231l. These 
arrangements were, in principle, voluntary and subject to 
compensation. 


Since 1887, the CFS has provided a general framework for 
expropriation for public utilitiesl2321 with compensation settled out of 
court or set by the courts. Two years after its sovereignty 
proclamation, the CFS implemented the rule of law by submitting 
itself to the decisions of judgesl233!. 


In practice, the state representatives used to go down to the field to 
carry out “vacancy surveys”. It was thus possible to identify the 
nature and extent of the effective land occupation. A geographical 
survey was then carried out to delimit the lands of the population 
and those who had entered the “private domain of the State”. 


Nevertheless, people could go outside their lands and exploit what 
they had sold to chop wood for their own use. They could also fish in 
rivers, lakes, ponds and hunt on state landsi2341. 


The story of the town of Kalemie's subsequent settlement as both a 
lake port and a railway station illustrates how the system was 
operating[22°1. 


“The district commissioner travelled to the Lukuga River to 
determine the rights of the local chiefs to the lands bordering the 
stream. On this occasion, the heads of the villages of Katunga, 
Kabwalukwiba, Lumbwe, Mahaya, Katumbi, and Mulangi, established 


on the right bank, as well as the chiefs Kakomba, Kagela, and 
Lukombe, on the left bank, declared by mutual agreement that the 
banks of the Lukuga belonged to them and they used them, either to 
build temporary huts near the weir during the fishing season, or for 
plantations. They were, however, willing to sell them to the state.” 


Later, the same district commissioner considered installing the future 
town on a plateau “occupied by a messenger from the Tumbwe 
chiefdom who will go to stay in the village of that name after having 
previously been compensated for the cassava field he owns on the 
plateau, and by an old woman who also occupies a corner of the 
plateau where she has a young cassava plantation. She agreed to 
move to the surrounding area of Mtoa after receiving compensation. * 


Thus, the CFS used to pay for the lands of the natives. This 
established the existence of the natives’ land rights. 


[231] Decree 14.09.1886. 


[2321 Decree of 04.02.1887. Article 1. “Expropriation for public 
utilities takes place by virtue of a decree of the Sovereign King. 
However, in the case of an emergency, the advisory committee 
heard, the expropriation may take place under an order of the 
Administrator General of Congo’. 


[233] Article 2. “In the absence of an amicable agreement between 
the owners and the expropriator, the execution of the decree or 
order of expropriation will be ordered by the courts who will fix fair 
compensation, which will be determined after contradictory 
expertise. The expertise will not bind the judges, and in the 
settlement of the indemnity, it will not be taken into account the 
surplus value of the works planned or carried out by the expropriator, 
and it will be taken into account the surplus value acquired by the 
remainder of the expropriated property.” 


[234] Decree of 03.06.1906. 


[235] Guy Weyn, Albertville-Kalemie, la ville et son territoire des 
origines à 1965, C. Blanchart, 2010. 


The Crown Estate 


The CFS had ruled that income from the State “private domain” was 
intended to pay for public expenditure. 


Domaine privé de l'Etat 


Un décret du Roi-Souvcrain en date du 5 décembre 1893 
dispose que les terres domaniales dêsignées à l'article 2 du 
décret du 3o octobre 1892 (F. VII), forment un domaine privé 
de I'Etat. Les revenus nets de ce domainc seront affectès au 
payement des dépenses publiques. 


Exerpts from Bulletin officiel, 1893. In English on page 261. 


Thus, in 1885, the individual Leopold Il had not become the owner of 
the “private domain” which belonged to the CFS; revenues from this 
estate remained with the state. 


It was also thanks to this that the CFS, which was on the verge of 
bankruptcy in 1890, became self-sufficient. It no longer needed any 
royal grant or loan from Belgium. 


In 1896, Leopold Il took a portion of land from the states “private 
domain” which had not all been ceded to private individuals, 
representing an area of about 10% of the country. They formed the 
“Domaine de la Couronne”[236]. For ten years! 


The interest in this private Leopold Il’s property is that it was the 
only one that generated income that did not fall into the CFS coffers. 
Moreover, as the practices of commercial companies have been 
criticized, the modes of exploitation and the reactions of the 
population in this Domaine help to identify the reality and the extent 
of the harm and abuses linked to rubber. The Domaine de la 
Couronne is a good example of both the Leopoldian “colonial 
violence” and the collective memory of the Congolese. 


A Congolese from the region expressed some pridel2371. 
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Location and extent of the “Crown Estate” (Domaine de la Couronne) © ABIR 


For his part, Maximilien, Prince (of blood) of Bethune Hesdigneull2381 
lived on the shores of the previously named Lake Leopold Il, from 
1933 to 1944, in total immersion and harmony with the populations 
of the former Domaine de la Couronne. 


It was there, however, that in 1910 after the death of Leopold Il, a 
Swedish officer hanged all the men in the village for failing to 
harvest the required rubberl2391. 


Nevertheless, the nationals of Bandundu kept an excellent memory 
of the Prince, who recounts, for his part, his quiet life, in particular 
with two wives who had organized themselves to take turns in his 
bed and, at his request, without giving him a child! 


In 1901, the Estate became the “Fondation de la Couronne”[2401, It 
received income from the exploitation of rubber and copal, which it 
used for achievements in Congol?41l and Belgium (arts, sciences, 


major works such as the Arcades of Cinquantenaire) and properties in 
France. 


In 1906, the Crown Foundation ceded to the CFS all its rights to 
rubber forestsi242l as well as 30 million francs of property in 
Belgium[?2*3l. The Compagnie Immobilière de Belgique was to carry 
out and complete various worksi2%1. This is stated aid, in full 
transparency, in the Treaty of 19071245). 


Leopold Il believed that by having self-financed the CFS, he could use 
the Domaine de la Couronne, which was personal, as a kind of clean 
money pump from the Congo. 


But evil took him! The assembly lasted only ten years, from 1896 to 
1906. In Belgium, which benefited from royal donations, some people 
considered them as manoeuvres to usurp powers, whereas, in a 
constitutional monarchy, the king ís reigning but not governing. After 
the cession of the territory, Leopold Il was thanked," for all the great 
sacrifices he had made for the Congo. But it was discovered after his 
death, on December 17, 1909, that he had embezzled property, 
secretly transferred to Germany to his ‘Niederfüllbach Foundation”. 


Leopold Il thus sowed the seeds of attacks by Belgian anti- 
royalists[2%61. Outside Belgium, he was blamed for having violated a 
fundamental principle of colonization by using income earned in the 
Congo, outside this territory! 


[236] Maindombe Lake basin, Lukenie rivers and neighbouring lands. 
As well as 6 mines, the regions of the Aruwimi and upper Vele basins. 


[237] | am a national of the former Estate (or foundation) of the 
Crown of the late Leopold Il King of the Belgians, in Maï-Ndombe 
(province of Bandundu / DRC). Our country was, once, the pride or 
even the workhorse of the said Crown and even, subsequently, of 
Belgium. www. jetaide.com/forum. 

[238] An African Eden, Duculot, 1978. 

[239] Preface by Benoît Verhaegen, in Un Eden africain, op. cit. 


[240] Decree 23.12.1901. 


[241] Belgian missionaries, Belgian commercial Navy, World (Colonial) 
School. 


[2421 Convention of 22.12.1906. "Provided that the EIC will continue 
the exploitation as a good father, it will not allow annual incision of 
a greater number of lianas than in recent years, and it will ensure 
the reconstitution of the forest area by carefully maintained 
replanting.” 


[243] Convention of 24.12.1906. National domain in Laeken, Tervuren, 
Brussels rue Coudenberg, Hotel Belle Vue, Forest, Belvedere, Villa in 
Ostend. 


[244] Convention 11.10.1906. 


[245] An additional act to the Treaty raised a special fund of 45.5 
million francs to complete works at Laeken, the route to Meysse, 
Heysel and Ostend. 


[246] Lucas Catherine, Léopold II, la folie des grandeurs, Luc Pire, 
2002. 


Concessionary and “chartered” companies 


In the whole country, there were only three kinds of land: the Crown 
Domain, the “private domain of the State” and, within these two 
fields, the “lands of the natives’ where they exploited agricultural 


and mineral wealth. 


Crmam Estate 
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Only the Crown Estate is figured with its real proportions (10%); other 
extensions of fields are illustrative. The lands of the population remained 
untouched; they encroached on the royal domain and the private domain of 
the State (comprising state lands,and those of companies and individuals). © 
author, 2020. 


The products of the “private domain’ of the State were to finance 
public expenditure. Not Leopold Ils pocket! The State directly 
exploited some “products of the domain’. There were also fiscal 
incomes such as direct and indirect taxes (i.e. customs). The private 
domain lands were rented or sold to individuals. 


A decree granted individuals exclusive rights to rubber on vacant and 
State lands[24/1. 


Large areas were ceded as concessions to commercial companies and 
to “chartered companies”. 
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C.C.C. (Comptoir 
Commercial Congolais) 


First land concessions to companies and their locations.© ABIR 


This was the common practice in all colonies, and on all continents. 
In fact, in the early days of the colonial system, there was, in 
particular, the Dutch East India Company, which had provided the 
Netherlands with a vast colonial empirel2%®l between the 17th and 
20th centuries. 


In Africa, the colonial powers had ceded commercial exploitation 
rights to private companies. Some chartered companies have even 
been granted political prerogatives of sovereigntyl29?1. 


The Berlin Conference located the CFS in the ‘free trade of all 
nations zone. As a result, the Congo would be invaded by merchants 
and investors. This is where Leopold Il showed himself “smart”, 
brilliant! 


“When the Congo Free State was created in 1885, Leopold Il did not 
have the necessary funds to exploit the country. 


“Three years later, he decreed that “mining wealth remains the 
property of the state’, except for the mines operated by the 
Congolese. He then armed himself with this lever of the balance of 
power to deal with the investors. Indeed, people who really have 
money and a job. 


“Indeed, people who really have money and who are professionals 
are pragmatic; they are able to make concessionsi2501. 


‘In 1887, Leo Il had submitted to his special authorization the 
creation of limited companies. And when they requested exploitation 
rights in the “private domain” of the state, he negotiated fiercely and 
obtained, for the CFS, capital shares and rights to share profits of up 
to 50%. 


“In Katanga, Leopold Il rallied the Anglo-Saxons of the Tanganyika 
Concession, visionaries and talented businessmen with pan-African 
ambitions, with, in particular, the connection to the railway, which 
was progressing from Cape Town to Cairo and which opened up the 
province and its mining production. 


“When the famous Union Miniere du Haut Katanga (UMHK) was 
created in 1906, the Monarch obtained that each share of capital 
provides the State with a share of the dividend, similar to a stock 
option. 


“Unbelievable! 


“The investor rewarded the State with half of the company's profits, 
while paying taxes and duties on its operations to the same State. 


“That was not all: 60% of the equipment would be ordered from the 
host country, which would also market half of the exports. The State 
also obtained the presidency of the company. And more, the big 
Anglo-Saxon investors also granted the direction of the UMHK to a 
national company which had released only 20% of the capital! 


“These Leopold’s arrangements built up the lasting prosperity of 
private investors and, at the same time, that of the country as a 
whole. The mining company became the dairy cow of the Congo and 
represented 40 to 45% of the budget and 60% of the available funds 
in strong currencies.” 


Léopold Il thus obtained dividend shares in about twenty 
companies[2311, in particularl2221, 50% at Abir, 50% at Anversoise, 50% 
of Compagnie du Kasaï, 25% at Compagnie du Lomami, 33% of the 
Compagnie du Kwango, 66% of the Katanga Special Committee, 47.4% 
of the Compagnie des chemins de fer du Congo Supérieur aux Grands 
Lacs, 50% of the Union Minière du Haut-Katanga. 


The tales repeat that “in 1896, 96% of the territory of the CFS 
became the private property of the king. All profits from palm oil, 
ivory, rubber, tropical timber and other crops went to the royal 
palace. "[253] 


On the contrary, all the contracts with the companies and all the 
statutes of the companies referred to the CFS by name. 


But for narrators who persist in denying the international existence 
of the State, everything was in the pocket of Leopold II! Nonetheless, 
these accusations are lifted by the financial statements (including 
the budget) where the earnings of companies are clearly mentioned 
in the “portfolio” of the State. These companies were subject to a 
formal re-entry and resumption in the Treaty between Belgium and 
the CFS. This is why all these companies moved from the CFS to the 
Colony and, after 1960, to the current Democratic Republic of the 
Congol2241. 


The rubber-soiled companies in the Northwest either disappeared or 
were nationalized. In the South and Southeast, the CFS portfolio 
flourished in diamonds, railroads, and copper. And for their fiftieth 
anniversary, in 1956, the Forminiere, the BCK and the UMHK made a 
gift to the city of Lubumbashi of a pearl of architecture. 
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Théâtre de la Ville, said « Bâtiment du 30 juin », Lubumbashi, 19560 TDR 


[247] Decree 30.10.1892. Until Belgium exercises its right of 
repossession according to the loan agreement of 3 July 1890. 


[248] Sri Lanka, South Africa, Indonesia, Taiwan 


[249] Political prerogatives over Zambia-Zimbabwe and Malawi fell to 
Sir Cecil Rhodes’ British South Africa Company from 1889 to 1924. 


[250] M. Yabili, Le géant, op.cit. pp 221 
[251] American Congo Company 


Compagnie anversoise des plantations du Lubefu. (MM. Hertogs et 
consorts. ) 


Compagnie bruxelloise pour le commerce du Haut-Congo. 


Compagnie des Chemins de fer du Congo Supérieur aux Grands Lacs 
Africains. 


Compagnie du Chemin de fer du Bas-Congo au Katanga. 
Compagnie du chemin de fer du Congo. 

Compagnie du Kasai. 

Compagnie du Katanga et le Comité special du Katanga. 
MM Dr Forkel 

MM. A. Jacques, à. Bruxelles 

MM. Fichefet freres (bois) 


MM. J.-G. Whiteley 

MM. le baron de Stein. 

MM. W. Langheid 

Sociéte « ABIR » Anglo-Belgian India Rubber Company 
Sociéte « Comptoir Commercial Congolais » 

Société anonyme belge « Belgika » 

Societe anversoise du Commerce au Congo. 

Société d’asriculture et de plantations au Congo et Sociéte Isangi. 
Société des chemins de fer vicinaux du Mayumbe 
Société Équatoriale congolaise (Ikelemba) 

Societe Internationale Forestiêre et Miniêre du Congo 


Société pour le développement des territoires du bassin du Lac 
Léopold Il 


Etc. Sans compter les multiples succursales. 
[2521 According to Lucas Catherine, Léopold Il, op.cit. 
[253] Lucas Catherine, op.cit. 


[254] According to Stengers (How much the Congo cost, 1957) shares 
of the CFS, in the French Congo, were handed over in 1926 to the 
Belgian Congo, and not to Belgium. 


It wasn't only Leopold II 


The tales focus on the greedy and selfish appetite, developed by 
Leopold Il, for ivory and rubber. 


The narrators persist in saying that Leopold Il had expropriated the 
populations of their “vacant lands” without knowing or informing the 
readers that nowadays, the DR Congo has the same land tenure 
which proclaims that “the soil and the subsoil are State property, 
exclusive, inalienable, and imprescriptible ”. 


The tales mainly deny the existence of a state to allow saying that 
Leopold Il hid behind everything and pocketed everything. 


The narrators do not say either that the exclusivity of the 
exploitations went to private individuals and the population. 


In 1890, for example, the CFS had left to individuals the exclusive 
rights to harvest ivory on government estates[2551, subject to patent 
and customs taxes. 


In 1892, the State gave private individuals exclusive rights to exploit 
rubber on state lands{[2°l, subject to permits and payment of taxes. 


State lands were also open to the exploitation of rubber by the 
populationl?29/1, averaging 12.5% tax by weight[2381. 


This share of product tax could be bought backl221 by foreign 
operators who agreed to remit the funds to the State during export 
formalities. The narrators never talked about any of this. 


[255] Decree of July 9, 1890. Areas beyond the Stanley Pool. 
[256] Decree of October 30, 1892, but four areas were excepted. 
[257] Decree of October 30, 1892, article 7. 


[258] The tax was set at 12.5% (by article 1 of the Decree of December 
6, 1892). 


[2591 25 cents per kilo of rubber (by article 2 of the Decree of 6.12. 
1892. 


It wasn't only rubber and ivory 


In view of the geographical limits of the Domaine de la Couronne, 
everyone can see that the vast Congo had many other resources than 
the rubber and ivory of Leopold Il. 


The narrators, who clench their fangs on ivory and rubber, have got 
eyes to look up at this huge wall map at the Tervuren Museum. 


Economic map of 1908 O©Musée de Tervuren. 


The 1908 map shows the areas of predominance of cassava, the 
cereal area (maize, sorghum, millet, finger millet, rice), the banana 
area, the areas of rubber grass, rubber creepers, rubber trees, 
butter trees, copal, raffia palm, rubber plantations, coffee and 
cocoa plantations, herds (cattle, donkeys, mules, horses), mine 
fields (copper, iron, tin, gold, coal, diamond), transport network ( 
navigable waterways, railways and roads). Etc. 


Tons of palm oil and palm kernels and rubber. ©Marvin & M. Yabili 


The economy was diversifying away from rubber. For example, 
between 1886 and 1908, the production of palm oil and palm kernels 
was always greater, in tonnage, than that of rubber. The two 
products came from the same regions and used the same population 
and the same transport routes. Subsequently, wild palm products 
continued to increase while rubber from creepers and herbs 
plummeted. 


Despite this, the narrators only talk about rubber! 


They also do not say that the gum came, technically, from the 
picking and, historically, from expediency, because the glory of 


rubber had been brief, to the point that rubber quickly disappeared 
from the figures of Congolese resources. 


They do not speak of other agricultural products nor of agronomic 
research, so talented that the first scientific review was the Bulletin 
Aericolel 2601. 


This obsession of the narrators, with the products of the forest 
contradicts the universal image of the “geological scandal” of the DR 
Congo, which took root under Leopold Il, in 1906. 


The rubber story is also inaccurate. 


As early as 1892, measures against the impoverishment of rubber 
were enacted with the obligation to only bleed by means of 
incisions[2611. It was forbidden to cut lianas and trees, or to remove 
or crush bark. 


As early as 1899, all foreign operators were obliged to plant rubber 
trees. A decree specified that they should also “carry out these 
plantations for the natives who deliver rubber to them for whatever 
reason”[2621. 


Everyone can understand that Leopold Il was not wriggling with 
voracious impatience, but that he aimed at a sustainable 
exploitation of latex gum. 


Everyone also discovered, on this occasion, that the population were 
selling their own collection of rubber. 


The narrators never said that the Congolese produced it, without 
constraint and in the quantities they wanted, or that foreigners had 
to replant rubber trees for them. 


In short, the EIC has experienced an increase diversification of 
production that evolved from the economy of picking ivory and 
rubber from lianas and herbs to plantations, mines, and the 
processing of products. The Official Bulletin shows the annual 
statistics of these products, for example in 1887, in 1895, in 1900 
and in 1905. 


PRODUITS EXPORTES 
1887 1895 


QUANTITES 
nettes. 
i 
Kilog. 
Arachides. . .. 48,620 | 
Arachides 
Café . . . 
Caoutchouc. . 30,95 1 
Copal. . .. 1,849 
Huile de palme. | 738,426 
Ivoire. . .. 36, 154 
Noix palmistes . [2,137,526 
Sésame . . . 5,404 


Orseille . . … 6,715 


» 
Caoutchouc .. . 355,37 3 
Copal rouge. . 

— blanc... 
Huile de palme. Q01,717 
IVOLSE, oo eo « 108,50: 
| Noix palmistes . | 2,543,481 


Sésame 247 


Peaux brutes 
Fibres 


Haricots. 
Noix de kola. . . 
Cire . 
. . Peaux brutcs . . 
Huile de poisson. 


Divers . . . 


TorTauXx. . 


Totaux. 


EXPORTED PRODUCTS in 1887 and 1895 : 
Peanuts, coffee, rubber, copal, palm oil, ivory, palm kernel, sesame,orseille, 
raw hides, fibers, wax, fish oil, beans, kola nut, wood, various 


The number of 13 products had stagnated from 1887 to 1895; it 
increased to 27 products, after 1900. There were also essences, 


cotton, and ores (tin, copper, gold). By weight, ivory production 
stagnated, but palm oil and palm kernels exceeded rubber; this 
indicates that there was still an abundant labour force and not its 
extinction because of abuses and “hands cut-off” 


PRODUITS EXPORTÉS 


1905 


[vol i 
Ceoutchouc . 5,046,953 
Sé » 
144.038 


ao 


Copal blanc . 


Copal Fougt . e 
Huile de palme . 
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Noix pelmistes . Graioes d'am- 


Mioerai de cuivre 
Hancots. . .. Ed 
Plantes vivastes. 
Peaux brutes . Plumes d'autru- 


EXPORTED PRODUCTS in 1900 and 1905 
Peanuts, coffee, rubber, copal (white, red),palm oil, ivory, palm kernel, 
cocoa, raw hides, tobacco, wood, sesame, Hemp, cinnamon essence, verbena 


essence, essence of vetyver, various seeds, jute, copper, ostrich feathers, 
rice, tallow, tea 


Economic activity brought taxes to the CFS. About taxes, statistics 
show not only quantities, but also market values. 


This data allows assessing the potential wealth stolen by Leopold Il. 
In rubberl2631, the CFS earned less than other countries[2641. 


[260] 1910. The 2nd scientific paper was the Revue Juridique du 
Congo in 1924. 


[261] Decree of October 30, 1892. Art 6. 


[262] Decree of January 5, 1899, replaced and strengthened on 
September 22, 1904. 


[263] Per ton, ad valorem tax of 0,042 francs for liana rubber and 
0,032 for grass rubber. 


[264] In French-Congo: frs 0.70 francs for liana rubber and 0.35 for 
grass rubber, in Catherine Coquery-Vidrovitch, the Congo at the time 
of the great concessionaire companies, 1898-1930. Les Re- 
impressions. 


Where to find the money? 


According to the tales, Leopold Il had established the most heinous 
system of exploitation of all the colonies with “forced labour”, 
repressive, brutal, and savage, in order to collect mainly rubber for 
his personal profit and, accessorily, for the country over which he 
reigned, Belgium. 


The usual story is that “the natives who refuse to bring the rubber 
has to pay heavy compensation. The chiefs must pay in slaves, and if 
the slaves were not enough to make up the sum, they must sell their 
wives. [269]” 


This reductive discourse sweeps away any idea of transforming a 
young country and, as it is commonly said, of “enhancing” it. What is 
called “development”! 


Because yesterday, like today, there is something to do in Africa, for 
and with Africans. Despite the differences in systems, methods, and 
programs, vulnerable populations must be protected and supported 
through actions of peace, education, and health. Then comes the 
necessary integration into the world economy, without sacrificing the 
cultural identity and industrial genius of the populations. 


At the end of the 19th century, the African continent was a land of 
the future, with its human, commercial and economic potential. It 
still is at the start of the 21st century. 


But to offer opportunities to Africa and to Africans, we must 
understand the successive responses, sometimes contradictory and 
unsatisfactory, provided by colonization and by the independence 
eras of countries. 


The compulsory lesson of history is to face the hyper-competition of 
globalization with the opening of borders to products and services, 
and to viral pandemics like COVID-19! 


The real subject is therefore not Leopold II, but colonialism, seen as 
“the exploitation of territories deprived of political freedoms, under 
the guise of humanitarian intentions”. 


In 1885, people spoke of “civilization”. The term is now hated 
because of its racist and unequal consonances. However, the content 
of the word now accompanies “development aid”, for which the UN 
requires so-called developed countries to devote a share of their 
GDP/2661. 


In the 19th century, there was no global fund or charitable 
organizations to finance the existence and future of populations. In 
fact, there are still none who would seek to finance an entire 
country, and with lost funds. To the extent that the donations raised 
by charitable organizations do not go entirely to the financing of 
humanitarian actions. Up to 40% of aid is absorbed by operational 
costs and the salaries of managers, employees, and volunteers who 
need to be transported, housed, and fed. 


Colonial expenses were the responsibility of the powers. It is not 
surprising that they levied direct taxes (on income) and indirect (in 
customs duties on the entry and exit of goods) as well as taxes, and 
that they exploited natural resources[26/l to the point of handing 
over vast territories to chartered companies. 


This is how, in 1885, there was no rush to the Congolese gate. 
Indeed, Leopold Il, a wealthy king of Belgium, a young country, which 
did not want a colonial adventure, loudly proclaimed his altruism by 
virtue of which he would finance the Congo out of his own pocket. 


The other powers would only have to come and operate and prosper, 
without paying anything, in the “freedom of trade zone in the Basin 
of the Congo” open to all nations. 


And all agreed to cede the Congo to Leopold Il. 


This is perhaps the only case in recent history where an individual 
claimed to have created a new state! And not just any country: 
Congo is a subcontinent both compared to Africa and to Europe. But 
Leopold II's bet to finance everything with his personal fortune was 
indeed a disproportionate challenge. 


Quickly, Leopold Il felt short of money. The Brussels Treaty of 1890 
demanded not only military expenditure for the anti-slavery 
campaign, but also the construction of infrastructure such as 
telegraph lines. Leopold Il reorganized the finances of the CFS into 
two items and four targets: in Europe, with a loan from Belgium, in 
addition to his own payments, and, in Africa, by self-financing 


through income from the “private domain” of the State and the 
contributions of the “citizens” of the CFS. 


Léopold Il —— Belgique am 


1891 1892 1893 1894 1895 1896 1897 1898 1899 


Leopold |l’s personal funds and loans from Belgium figured in the budgets 
from 1892 to 1900, as high as, respectively, 1 and 2 million Congolese francs 
per year. At the time, 1 Congolese franc was equivalent to 1 German Mark 
(Mk or Reichsmark). Official Bulletin. © Sacha&M. Yabili. 


In 1890, Belgium lent 25 million francs to the CFS, for ten years 
without interest{2681, in annual instalments of 2 million francs. In the 
absence of repayment, the Kingdom could annex the Congo “with all 
the properties, rights and advantages attached to its sovereignty and 
related obligations to third parties’. But “if Belgium did not want 
annexation, the CFS would get an additional ten years to repay the 
loan”. 


Internal resources contributed more. The CFS's income budget was 
raised by 915% from 655,714 Congolese francs, in 1891, to 6,004,764, 
in 1895; later, this last amount climbed by 437% to 26,256,500 francs 
in 1900, before another jump of 134% to 35,378,000 francs in 1908. 
This spectacular evolution, in 18 years, of 5395% meant an average 
rise of 299% per year! 


Everyone can be surprised by the complete silence of the narrators 
on this dizzying enrichment of the State. They only say that Congo 
was bled for the pocket of Leopold II! 


So, very quickly, the CFSs accounts were balanced. In 1896, 
Leopold Il gave himself the luxury of creating the Domaine de la 
Couronne, Which financed his Foundation. In addition, the financial 
contributions of Leopold Il and Belgium ceased in 1900. 


This made jealous people among powerful countries, whose colonial 
finances were still in deficit. 


But the management of Leopold Il also proved profitable outside the 
Congo, with achievements in Belgium. This offended “one of the 
fundamental principles of colonial theory, namely that the income 
from the colonies should be used for the interests of the colonies 
themselves"[269). 


From then on, Leopold Il, the altruist, passed for a crook who would 
have prepared this way! He had obtained a goose that laid golden 
eggs, and now he was keeping it for himself and his little country. 


This opened the file and tied the fate of Leopold Il. 


Currently, the policy of colonization is banned by the Right of 
Peoples to Self-Determination and the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights[2701. 


The economic aspect of colonization is now covered by international 
treatiesl271l saying that “the right of permanent sovereignty of 
peoples and nations over their wealth and natural resources must be 
exercised in the interest of national development and the well-being 
of the population “. 


Thus, the problem that remains is to find a balance between the 
interests of foreigners and those of the natives. This is not about 
arithmetic equivalences, but about fairness. Maybe some fair balance 
would have been present in the minds of the CFS; it was taken over 
by the heir to the throne of Leopold Il. 


In 1909, the day after colonization, the Belgian Prince Albert 
travelled through the Congo, from Lubumbashi to Banana. He kept a 
diary in which he still looked lucid and very critical. While he had 
only known Europe, he discovered colonialism in the dilapidated 
town of Kasongo. He wrote: “for seven or eight years, no money has 


been spent on any construction or improvement work: everything 
went to the rubber and ivory harvest, and a lot of money was 
claimed in Belgium, but nothing to spend on the Congo.” He 
concludes with this lyrical flight: “work in Africa, gold in Brussels, 
that is the motto of the CFS![2721 


By concealment, without a doubt, the narrators do not mention 
these Prince’s words. These have universal value, and they could also 
come out of the mouths of postcolonialists. 


During this prince’s trip in 1909, no one had spoken to him about 
“hands cut-off”. 


So where did the 10 million deaths come from? 


[265] Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, The crime of the Congo, 1909. 
[266] |deally, 0.7 per cent as official development assistance (ODA). 


[267] By paradox, Belgium will be criticized for not having trained 
Congolese graduates, when this would have required a more 
intensive and predatory colonization that would have allowed it to 
raise the necessary funds for human investments that it did not 
make… 


[268] A second loan of 7 million francs followed in 1895. 


[269] Barbara Emerson, Leopold Il o f the Belgians: King of 
Colonialism, 1979. 


[270] UN Charter of 1945 and the Declaration of 1948. 


[271] Article 1 of both the 1966’s International Covenant on Civil and 
Political Rights and International Covenant on Economic, Social and 
Cultural Rights. 


[272] Emile Vandewoude, Le voyage du Prince Albert au Congo en 
1909, Academie royale des sciences d’outre-mer, 1990. 


THE “"FORCED LABOUR" TAX 


Making people work 


The Treaty of Berlin fought slavery and asked colonizing powers to 
take care of the welfare of the population. It is for this reason that 
“forced labour” could be considered an unforgivable crime. Hence, 
the interest in knowing what exactly happened ín the CFS with the 
services of the population (although paid) for carrying, paddling, 
supplying wood for boats or food (peanuts, maize, sorghum, palm oil, 
cassava bread called chikwangue, dried fish, hunting and farmyard 
products). Etc. For harvesting copal and rubber. And even for 
ambitious infrastructure work. 


The achievement of linking Boma to Mbandaka, by a telegraph line of 1200 
km through the tropical forest, thanks to the work of the population, in 
1889. Here, near the Lingalu River, © RMCA picture AP.0.0. 1692 A. Mahieu, 
s.d. 


Leopold Il banned forced labour as early as 1888127321. “Masters and 
employers will have to justify at all times that Blacks provide their 
work voluntarily or under conditions accepted by them. This is for 


the freedom of work. 


But the other major principle was to “pay” for any service or delivery 
of goods. This was already the case during the CFS’s early times. It 
was also the cost of package carriers that convinced Stanley that 
“without the railroad, the Congo is not worth a penny”! Even poorly 
paid, carrying on the heads and shoulders was more expensive than 
the raill2741! 


It may be surprising that the accounts never speak of this 
fundamental principle that “all work is paid’, which ruled out 
slavery! 


Also, since 1888, the representatives of the State had to ensure 
“special protection for Blacks, natives, and immigrants, and for 
workers and employees, and to ensure respect for their rights and to 
safeguard their interests”. 


As early as 1889, the courts were organizedl?751. The law punished 
abuses against anyone. Even more, the judges were enabled to 
allocate spontaneous compensation to Congolese victims. By doing 
so, the CFS was truly independent; it was not following European 
laws which waited for the conviction of the culprit before suing him 
before a civil court. The criminal judge did both, even in the 
absence of the Congolese victim. In 1896, a permanent commission 
for the protection of the Congolesel?76l was set up to report acts of 
violence or slave trafficking to the courts and to the government. 


The reality is often simpler than it can be described! 


The real story is not that the high-rise in rubber prices made people 
mad. Latex gum had been valued by the inventions, in 1842, of the 
vulcanization process and of the tyre, in 1887. 


But the world prices of rubber remained almost unchanged from 1886 
to 1893[2771, during the period of the Congolese rush for this product. 
Then prices increased a little; from 3 to 18% during the years of “red 
rubber”. 
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Rubber rush period 1892 to 1900 
World rubber prices : there had been no peak prior to Leopold Il’s reforms. In 
the Official Bulletin. ©Marvin & Marcel Yabili. 


It was not the rise in prices that created the rubber wealth; it was 
rather the increase in the quantities collected. In this regard, 
everyone can already note that CFS produced 1/3 of African rubber, 
and 10% of the world. 


There was an underlying, solid economic reality. Long before 
Leopold Ils plans, Portuguese, French, and British trading posts on 
the Atlantic Coast were buying rubber and ivory from the Congo 
Basin. It was usual business for the population. 


Under the International Association of the Congo, companies had 
settled inland to exploit the same products provided by the 
population. 


The real story is not about Leopold II's greed for his pockets. 
The CFS coffers needed to be filled. 


At that time, money was earned through sales in the international 
market; in return, commercial activities brought in taxes, but at low 


levels. Meanwhile, public expenses had to be incurred, in particular 
to pay for services and supplies for the population. 


Hence, the idea of a synergy between foreign outlets and local 
supplies of goods and services, in order to strengthen public 
finances, which were almost bankrupted in 1890. 


On the one hand, the state lands were fallow, but suitable for 
harvesting natural marketable products abroad. On December 5, 
1892, a decree asked the representatives of the CFS “to take all 
measures deemed useful or necessary to ensure the exploitation of 
resources of the state private domain"[??8l, in order to cover public 
expenses. 


On the other hand, there were human resources. In 1890, the head 
tax[2791, called “forced labour”, was created. This was done in all the 
colonies[2801. 


In the Congo Free State, every adult owed work to the state. “This 
work will have to be paid for; it may not exceed a total of 40 hours 
per month. The salary cannot be lower than the wage rate… ”[2811 


So the great feature of this “forced labour” ís that it was paid work! 
This was so obvious that at the time it wasn't worth talking about. 


The 1905 Commission of Inquiry criticized the diversion of state- 
owned products by commercial companies that used the population,” 
although they maintained the principle of remuneration."[2821 


As it is no longer obvious, the stories should speak about that! 


The other characteristic was that “forced labour” was multifaceted; 
it was not the same everywhere, nor for everyone. 


Each year, in each place, the services to be provided, their value in 
money and in working time, were determined, taking into account 
the age and abilities of the people. The quantities of products 
accepted in payment and their equivalence in hours of work were 
also indicated. 


From 1906, the population benefited from a discount on the tax, 
intended to popularize the tax system. They were given goods or 
vouchers. 


Individual tasks could be performed collectively, in groups of 
individuals or in villages. 


One could also free oneself from work “by handing to the State the 
products of its culture or its industry’, according to charts of 
equivalences in hours of work. 


People who produced their own rubber and paid a tax of 12.5% by 
weight, at the time of selling the product, were exempt from the 
head tax. 


Public servants and employees of missions, ports, railways, and those 
of public and private companies were also exempt from the head 
tax. 


The tax law also organized sanctions which legitimately amount to 
“state violence”. Those who did not pay the head tax risked seizure 
of their property or forced labour. They incurred duress, universally 
accepted for this kind of breach. 


Those who abused populations with exaggerated quantities, or who 
did not pay them, or who abused coercion, were punished with up to 
one year in prison. 


The populations had their own traditional taxesl283l and could 
accommodate the financial demands of the new master, the CFS, and 
even get fooled[2841! 


But the idea of the colonial tax was doubly explosive. 


On the one hand, the handing over of goods or services for the 
benefit of a state structure unknown to the people and their 
communities has aroused legitimate resistance. 


On the other hand, a century before, the independence of the United 
States had been incited by the refusal to pay taxes to the British 
crown, without benefiting from citizenship rights{2891. 


As colonization was based on economic targets and took hold through 
the deprivation of political rights, the head tax could have borne the 
seeds of resistance to colonization... But there was a difference. 


The British royal imposition benefited the royal palace, with no 
counterpart in America. But in Africa, the powers were implying that 
they were not skimming all the income but that they were also 
spending it locally... This needs to be verified. 


Leopold Il had presented the direct taxation of the population, his 
“citizens”, as their participation in the expenses from which they 


benefited. It was daring! 


Le Commandant en chef des forces de l'Etat dans 
le Manyéma est autorisé à prélever dans le pays, au 


moyen de prestations, une partie des ressources néces- 
saìres pour couvrir les dépenses extraordinaires occa- 
sionnées par la suppression de la révolte des Arabes. 


Extract from the Decree of November 28, 1893, Official Bulletin. In English 
on page 261. 


This 1893 decree required work from the people of Maniema “to 
cover the unexpected expenses of suppressing the Arab revolt”. 


This text suggested that “forced labour” was not an “imposition”, but 
a citizen's “contribution"[286l; a kind of participation in common 
expenses, in a kind of association whose profits were also shared. 


This is the language of democratic regimes where taxation is a “civic 
duty”! 


It was a bit as if Leo Il had been trapped in the creation of a state 
whose sovereignty was recognized and whose inhabitants had 
Congolese nationality! 


But it was not enough to suggest it, it was necessary that “forced 
labour” can be quantified and indeed found in public expenditures 
and the fallouts throughout the country on the lives of the people. 


Because if all the tax income had gone into the pocket of Leopold Il, 
it would show that the population had been reduced to slavery.… 


This is an essential point which needs investigation, but which is not 
found in the stories. 


The question is: where did go to the income from “forced labour” and 
the money from the red rubber once it was sold overseas? 


The question is solemn. 
It must be answered. Here and now! 


The answer, also solemn, is this: “forced labour” and the rubber from 
the private domain of the state did not go into Leopold Il’s pocket; it 
was quantified and it was counted in the CFS’s revenue budget! 


Public money remained or was going back to the Congo! 


The budget reference was first made in 1891, when the imposition 
was created. In 1892[2871, the “tributes and taxes in kind” of the 
population were included under the heading of “products of the 
domain” of the State. 


Bugdet des recettes 1892 


MORNTANT 


des prévisions. 


Avance du Trésor Belge 

Versement du Roi-Souverain (*) 

Taxes d'enregistrement 

Vente et location de terres, coupes d'arbres, etc. 

Droits de sortie y compris les amendes, etc. . 

Droits d'entrée 272,315 3o 
Id. sur les alcools 150,000 » | 

[mpositions directes et personnelles 49,861 .60 | 

Péage aur la route de Matadi à Léopoldville 50,831.73 | 

Taxe sur les coupes de bois 10,750 » 

Produit net des postes 36,536 » 

Taxes maritimes 33,798.33 | 


Î 
Recettes judiciaires 38,991 „6a | 
Droits de chancellerie 


Transports effectuês par l'État 

| 
Taxes sur le portage 20,718.66 | 
Patente spéciale due par les Arabes . 


Produits du domaine, des tributs et im payés 
en nature parlesindigènes — Recettesdiverses (”). 237.057. 51 


Torat pes nEcETTES. fr. | 5,440,681 » 


Revenue Budget 1892 
a. Advance of the Belgian Treasury - aPfS. King's payment - q. Products of the 
domain, tributes and taxes paid in kind by the natives; miscellaneous recipes 
Extract from the 1892 Official Bulletin 
‘Forced labour” is in a heading totalling 18% of the budget. 


It is clear! These revenues from the “private domain” were allocated 
to public expenditures: the administration, the army and the navy, 


health services, public works, agriculture, etc. 
These “overheads” identify and assess the lasting effects of “forced 
labour”, beneficial or not, fair or not, on the whole country. 


Dépenses du budget 1892 
Ee ee ee | 
DÉSIGNATION DES DEPENSES 
ET DES SERVICES. 


Oe B ee Services d'Europe. Ì 
Montant total fr. 96,600. 
EK. — Service administratif d’ Afrique. 


Afontant total fr. 596,647. 
KUB. — Force publique. 


Montant total fr. 1,635,864. 
EV. — Service de la marine. 


Montant total fr. 267,917. 
V. — Service sanitaire. 


Montant total fr. 90,560. 
vl. — Travaux publics. 


Montant total fr. 486.405. 
En. — Agriculture. 


Montant total fr. 406,500. 
VEEN. — Service des caravanes. 


Montant total fr. 405.100. 
IX. — Divers. 


Montant total fr. 47$,000. 


Total 4.159,593 


Budget expenditure 1892 
|. Services in Europe Il. Africa Administrative Service III. Public force IV. Navy 
service V. Health service VI. Public works VII. Agricuture VIIL. Caravan service 
IX. Various 
Extract of the Official Bulletin, 
The European office represented 2 % of the budget ; the army, 39 %. 


The narrators never talked about these budget statements. Nor 
about the CFS’s public accounts. 


Is it not to contradict their wrong idea of “private property”? 


lt would, of course, be necessary to check the effective execution of 
the budgets on verified expenditures, from year to yearl2881. 


A graph makes it possible to visualize the evolution of the head tax 
in relation to overall revenue. Even income from dividends from 
concessionaire companies. 


In 1898, revenues generated by partnerships in commercial 
companies were included in the budget under the heading 
“portfolio”. These revenues evolved from 650,000 francs, in 1898, to 
2,856,725, in 1906. 
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Evolution of state income from 1891 to 1908. Top graph : total state income. 
Bottom graph: income from estate's products and from the head tax. 


Of course, these amounts, shown in the budgets, were only 
forecasts, but their general trend and the regularity of their levels 
from year to year reflect some reality. 


Nonetheless, research into the public accounts of real income and 
expenditure would be exciting. They would verify the legend that 
Leopold Il was not an altar boy! But that's another story[2891! 


[273] Decree November 8, 1888. 


[274] Stanley, Condition of Affairs on the Congo, 1882. “Around 1880, 
on the ‘caravan route’ (from Kinshasa to Matadi), the price of 
transport was estimated at 2,000 gold francs. The normal load, per 
carrier, did not exceed 25 kg, and the daily stage, 25 km. Over the 
400 km route, carrying a single ton represented around 640 carrying 
days. It was too expensive! » In M. Yabili, Really, op cit. 


[275] Decree of April 27, 1889. 
[276] Decree 18.09.1896. 


[277] 13 Reichsmark per kilo; it was the same value in Congolese 
francs. The price rose to 14 marks (Mk) in 1895, and then to 16 Mk in 
1900. 


[278] The Commission of Inquiry reported that this text had not been 
published in the BO. Article 1. “The district commissioners of 
Oubangui-Ouellé and Oruwimo-Ouellé and the heads of expeditions 
of Haut-Oubangui and Ouvellé and Haut-Ouellé, are authorized to 
take the measures that would be urgent and necessary to keep at the 
disposal of the state the products of state lands, in particular Ivory 
and rubber.” It was clearly “for the disposal of the state”! 


[279] Named currently, in DR Congo, “the minimum personal tax”. 


[280] Mr Chamberlain addressing the House of Commons in London on 
6 August 1901 and 9 March 1903, said: "We are all taxed, even 
heavily. Is this system like forced labour? It's ridiculous to put it that 
way. In my opinion, it is perfectly fair that the populations 
participate in the cost of administration of the territory.” 


[281] Implemented since 1890 ; coordinated by decree of November 
18, 1903. 


[282] It is written: “different societies have forced the natives to 
collect, for their benefit, the products of the estate field, while 
maintaining the principle of remuneration.” 


[283] Work, share in agricultural products, fishing and hunting, etc. 


[284] The Commission of Inquiry reported abused populations paying 
tax collectors for more goods than it was required to. 


[285] Tom Burgis, The looting machine, Public affairs USA, 2015. 


[286] In his changing of public terminologies for reasons of 
“authenticity”, Mobutu deleted the word “tax” and replaced it with 
“contribution”. 


[287] The forecast of 860,000 francs fell, in 1893, to 237,057, or 4% of 
the budget. 


[288] After 1908, the budgets were audited by the Belgian Court of 
Auditors ( by article 13 of the Colonial Charter of October 18, 1908). 


[289] The narrators, exploiting a fire which would have been of 
accidental origin, claim that the truth will never be known because 
Leopold Il burned everything down. However, state documents exist 
and they are sufficient for the CFS. 


The stuff of heroes 


Sure! Of course! The population did not accept forced labour, with a 
smile, despite its remuneration. Everywhere and at all times, 
impositions are badly felt. It was the same in the days of 
colonization, synonymous with invaders and preventing people from 
living as usual. 


The particularity of the head tax in the CFS is its valuation in the 
public accounts among the revenues of the “private domain” of the 
State and the importance of its share in public revenue (56% in 1901 
and 47% in 1908). 


The greatest peculiarity of this forced labour, even poorly paid, was 
not the tears and sweat of the rowers of Roman galleys. The 
population participated in the multiple building of infrastructure 
which forms the roots and the backbone of the country. The dense 
equatorial forest has been made accessible by steamboats supplied 
with wood stations. Thanks also to the bravery of the paddlers, 
indefatigable with their rhythmic songs. 


Paddlers Ocollection MRAC photo F.L. Michel AP.0.0.304, 1897 


Historians are beginning to recognize that there were no great 
explorers without guides and interpreters whose assistance and 
influence had been key elements[2901. 


The other great feature of “forced labour’ is that it was not 
anonymous. As early as 1891, the imposed populations were 
recorded. The registers indicated the names of the taxpayers, their 
numbers, their locations in the country, and the areas and the works 
to which they had contributed. 


A memorial on a wall in the Tervuren museum displays 1508 names of 
white “pioneers”[2911, All the Belgian Kingdom would not have 
enough public space if the names of Congolese forced Labourers had 
to be listed. 


Heroism does not belong to sedan chair passengers alone. But to all 
participants; to those who provided stewardship and logistics; to 
those who have paid with their lives, sometimes at the cost of 
suffering and cruelty! Without the population, no road would have 
been built, no building erected; no steamer would have had wood to 
navigate. It is millions of anonymous Congolese who have shaped and 


equipped the territory on which their national identity is based. 
From this point of view, the populations were also “pioneers’, by 
their “forced labour”, by their tributes and taxes in kind that they 
had paid. 


On his trip through the Congo in 1909, Prince Albert said the same 
thing. 

He wrote: “we must call on the population to cooperate voluntarily 
and to their advantage in the development of all these superb 
regions. What can we do without them? To consider them as a herd, 
that can be exploited endlessly, should be a crime from a 
humanitarian point of view!”"[2921 


[290] Romain Bertrand & Alii, !’ Exploration du monde, Le Seuil, 2019. 


[291] Belgians who died between 1876 and 1908. Since 2018, there has 
been a projection of the names of Congolese who died during the 
same period, including the seven people who still have their graves 
by the church in the Belgian town of Tervuren. 


[292] Emile Vandewoude, Le voyage du Prince, op.cit. 


Semi-pharaonic works 


We are ecstatic in front of the Pyramids and the splendour of the 
Pharaohs of Egypt. We do not think of the millions of slaves who cut 
and assembled huge stones or finely shaped ornaments. We do not 
think about the beneficiaries of these works and objects of value: 
they were only for the emperors, their families, and their loved 
ones, so that they could survive through millennia, when there is 
nothing left of people's lives. In addition, the Pyramids are enthroned 
only on the banks and portions of the Nile. This paradox gives 
visibility to other Pharaonic works. 


Extract from the Chinese map of the world, Da Ming Hun Yi Tu (1389). The 
left sketches central Africa (Congo) as a huge inland lake. 


Behind the horror tales under the CFS, there was real magic 
unfolding. The black spot in the centre of the continent, long 
labelled by cartographers as “unknown land” or “heart of darkness” by 


a famous novelist{2°31, gradually revealed, as if by the magical effect 
of a film revealer, natural forms and wealth, human and cultural 
potential. 


All the miracle consisted of opening up this territory at the four 
cardinal points with the help of thousands of taxpayers with “forced 
labour”. 


On the western facade, access to the Atlantic was prohibited by a 
fluvial wall 350 km long, with 267 metres of the drop in 32 cataracts 
as noisy and terrifying as the roars of lions, called “Zaïr’, in 
Arabic[2%1! Africa's second river, 4,700 kilometres long, the second in 
the world with a flow of 41,800 m3 per second and the deepest in 
the world with up to 228 metres, was the main artery of a network 
of 15,000 km of waterways. 


A railroad was needed. 


“Begun in 1889, the works required 99 metal bridges, 1,250 steel 
aqueducts and three million cubic metres of earthworks carried out 
with pickaxes and shovels. The work was very tiring. Moreover, the 
first cities of the workers were called “misery camp°‚ “despair camp°°, 
or even, “death camp°. 


The site claimed the lives of 1,932 people: Europeans, Africans, 
Asians, and Congolesel?°l. However, the population did not 
participate directly in the construction of the rail; they served to 
carry loads of 25 to 35 kilos for a daily distance of about 25 km. The 
rail workers were Zanzibarites, Sierra Leoneans, and West Indians. 
They were joined in 1893 by 529 Chinese.” 


The northern facade was opened by the treaty of May 12, 1894, 
Which ceded the port of Rejaf (Juba) to the EIC, along with 39,000 
km2 of the surrounding region, called the “Lado enclave”. From 
there, the Congo was able to access the High Nile and the 
Mediterranean Sea. 


In exchange, a strip of Congolese territory was granted to the British 
for the passage of the railway that Cecil Rhodes planned to link Cape 
Town to Cairo. A century later, the latest independent country in 
Africa, South Sudan, perpetuates Leopold Il with, like the Congo, a 
flag featuring a yellow star on a blue background! 


The southern facade was opened up by the connection from 
Lubumbashi to the trans-African railway, which was intended to 


connect South Africa to Egypt. 


Railway construction site between Kisangani and Ubundu. © ARR. 


The east facade had been the starting point, at Bagamoyo (near Dar 
es Salaam), of Stanley's famous odyssey of 11,000 kilometres in 999 
days across the Congo Basin. The new challenge was to go back and 
connect the two oceans, the Atlantic and the Indian. 


People were already going from Matadi to Kinshasa by train and 
reaching Kisangani by river. From Dar es Salaam, they reached 
Kigoma on Lake Tanganyika, which was crossed to reach Kalemie. 


Henceforth, from Kalemie, it was necessary to reach Kabalo, by rail, 
Kongolo by the river, Kindu by rail, Ubundu by river, and Kisangani by 
rail. And from there, to Kinshasa and Matadi. It was the first 
“national road’. 


The work was semi-Pharaonic; it employed 5,400 workers, including 
833 volunteers under employment contracts and 3,531 recruits from 
the annual contingents for public utility workl2%61. 


In 1909, Prince Albert boarded a train. A feat that would make the 
DR Congo dream given that, a century later, none had seen the laying 


of a single meter of rail! 


lt was on this route, in Kasongo, that Albert criticized the 
colonization, which was “tapping” the gold of the Congo. But he also 
saw the differences between the tales of European sitting rooms and 
the realities on the ground[2°71. 


According to him, the railway workers looked well. They had good 
housing; they also needed a better salary… Because, indeed, the low 
salary characterized colonization. 


Remnant artillery piece that had been transported in 1915 by national route 
from the western sea end (Shinkakasa Fort) to Kalemie. © ARR. 


Finally, the Congolese of forced labour were not like the millions of 
little Egyptian hands, anonymous slaves, who were to ensure 
immortality for the Pharaohs. 


The nominative registers of the taxpayers and the public accounts of 
the CFS give them the status of associates. 


Who would dare say that nothing was left of such work? 
Did they work for nothing? 


Because when dividends were shared, the works financed by their 
blood and sweat remained theirs, on their land; they are in the 
hands of their descendants! 


Of course, this was the “colonial” system. But this system does not 
distort the material result. 


[293] Joseph Conrad. 


[294] Or “Zaire”, according to Professor Adnan Haddad, in M. Yabili, 
Really, op. cit. 


[295] M. Yabili, Le Géant..…., op.cit. “But not as many deaths as in the 
opposite bank of the Congo, where the Congo-Ocean railway, linking 
Brazzaville to Pointe-Noire for 510 km, was built from 1922 to 1934, 
by 150,000 men, recruited by force, and at a high price of 10 to 15% 
of deaths. A hecatomb was denounced as the “cost of a Blackman’s 
death per sleeper”. The equivalent of one death every four days!” 


[2%] E. Vandewoude, Le voyage, op.cit. These workers were 
erroneously considered as “captives’. They came from the annual 
contingents raised partly for the army and, since the decree of 
03.06.1906, partly for public utility work. 


[297] Emile Vandervelde, Les derniers jours de l'état du Congo, la 
société nouvelle, 1909. This anti-royalist and anticlerical travelled at 
the same period; he wrote that * much good and much evil can be 
said about the late CFS. It all depends on the route you follow, and 
the regions you cross. 


The two slippages 


The collection of taxes in kind or in services has experienced two 
slippages: administrative and commercial. 


On the one hand, the local administrative authoritiesl2°%1 assessed 
the monthly 40 hours of work required, the nature of the goods and 
services, as well as the equivalence of hours of work. There was thus 
great diversity between the regions of the country and between 
products and services. 


“Each head of post or factory manager demanded people, without 
wondering too much about his own capacity or supplies, in work and 
in kind, to meet his own needs and those of the post or to exploit the 
wealth of the Domain. "[2991 


For rubber, the task varied from nothing (in the Bakongo); from 2 to 
6 kg (by Abir), or even 9 kg (in the Mongala)[3001. 


This indicates that the rubber pressure was not the same across the 
country, but was geographically located. The Ecuador region was the 
most heavily taxed. 


Similar delegations of powers to local administrations are currently 
applied ín the DR Congo on the grounds of “proximity” democracy 
with citizens and field realities. The formula, called 
“decentralization”, always exposes to disparities and abuses by local 
“kinglets”. 


On the other hand, the collection of the head tax was delegated to 
concessionary companies; these could “require supplies in kind and 
services corresponding to their commercial activities and use the CFS 
coercion to obtain them’. 


Companies that also bought from local rubber producers engaged in 
cheating to the detriment of the population. And there was abuse. 


However, the list of companies and the geographical location of their 
operations make it possible to identify them[?01! and to evaluate the 
risk and extent of such abuses. Once again, Ecuador was hell. 


Around 144 stations were created by companies, out of 503 existingl2021. 


These delegations of powers to the private sector currently exist in 
DR Congo for the benefit of the so-called “concessionary” companies, 
under the pretext of privatization of management or of the formula 
of Public Private Partnership (PPP). 


Was this the cause of 10 million deaths? 
Public works “volunteers” 


Stories about Leopold Il focus on the red rubber leave in the shadow 
23 years that the Congo was literally “built.” 


In fact, alll303! recognized that the CFS had undergone a spectacular 
development[?04l, with the creation of infrastructure for ways and 
means of communication. 


The country was opened up thanks to river routes travelled by 
steamboats. The Congo River, the main artery, was interconnected by 
the Matadi-Kinshasa, Kisangani-Ubundu and Kindu-Kongolo railways. 
The land routes have benefited from engineering structures. 
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Bridge Over the Lueki kilometre 56 of the Kindu-Kongolo line. B.O. 1908. 


In 23 years, public works have transformed landscapes and impacted 
lifestyles and production. 


But at what financial cost? Public works expenses were included in 
the budget. They have increased. 
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Budgetary expenditure for public works, in francs, with a peak of 1,870,814 
francs, in 1907. Official Bulletin. © Author, 2020. 


However, the CFS did not carry out all the infrastructure work. The 
chartered companies, beneficiaries of concessions, as well as the 
railway companies, have been imposed on works of public utility. 


And at what human price? Hadn't there been cohorts like rubber 
slaves, with the caveat that this time they wouldn't have their hands 


cut-off, because their hands were needed for digging? Especially at a 
time when there were no excavation or earthwoving engines, and 
everything was done by hand? 


The real contingent of “public service work’ consisted of “voluntary 
workers” as free employees under the guarantee of the employment 
Law{3031. 


All earthworks were done manually with a “pickaxe and shovel.” © ARR. 


Workers were never seen chained or watched by soldiers. But 
sometimes there were extra workers from prisonsl306l and the 
military. 


At the same time, people ín Europe paid taxes and performed 
compulsory military service; some communities had “the right to 
impose, on citizens, chores and personal assistance on works of 
public interest. "[307] 


This concept was applied to colonial Africa. And in 1891, the 40- 
hour-per-month head tax had deployed a range of supplies in kind 
and service contributions. For example, Maniema, which had just 
been liberated from the Arab presence, had to provide “services for 


the establishment of plantations, the replanting of rubber and the 
construction of public utility works”. [308] 


However, some occasional jobs, such as head tax, were a little 
messy. 
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Volunteer workers on the Kisangani railway. © ARR. 


It happened that each year, contingents of recruits were raised for 
the army, either on a voluntary basis or by drawing lots[309l. Hence, 
the idea of allocating part of this annual contingent{310l to public 
worksl311l, These workers were hired for 3 years and paid as much as 
the “voluntary workers”. It was forbidden to occupy them with other 
tasks. 


This aspect of public work is revealing. On the one hand, investments 
were made with local revenues, notably from the head tax in the 
private domain of the State and elsewhere. On the other hand, it 
was not only “forced labour’! So where did the 10 million deaths 
come from? 


[298] District Commissioners, managing a group of several territories 
and chiefdoms. Including the emblematic Victor Fiêvez and Hubert 
Lothaire, in Ecuador. 


[299] Commission of Inquiry Report, 1905. Public agents benefited 
from bonuses which varied according to the quantities harvested; 
they were abolished ín 1895 and replaced by bonuses, also abolished 
in 1896. Everyone finds out that it is strange that stories speak of 
them as an incitement to further abuses. 


[300] Extract from the 1905 report of the Commission of Inquiry, 
Official Bulletin 


[301] Such as the emblematic cases of ABIR and Anversoise, in 
Ecuador, too. 


[302] Le Musée du Congo à Tervueren. Notice sur le Congo, A. Lesigne, 
1910. In André Ergo http://abergo1.e-monsite.com/ 


[303] “Construction of railways, boats, development of trade, 
agriculture and mining activities, foundations of cities, fight against 
diseases, organization of an army, establishment of schools and 
health and development centres.” In Wikipedia. 


[304] Under the CFS, annexes to the Annales of the Museum of 
Tervuren had popularized these achievements (public works and 
agriculture, industry and commerce, hunting and fishing, housing, 
food, etc.) from which 1500 pictures were shot from 1903-1904. 
These are worth seeing. In Naissance du Congo Belge, Didier Hatier, 
1989 


[305] “Forced” labour was prohibited according to the Decree of 
November 8, 1888. 


[306] Ordinance on Territorial Courts on August 17, 1887: “those 
condemned to prison are required to perform public utility work.” 


[307] In the Official Bulletin, as an argument from the CFS, 1903. 
[308] Decree 28.11.1893. Services to be provided by chiefs. 


[309] It turned out that the chiefs were picking out the bad boys to 
drive them away! 


[310] Decree of June 3, 1906. 


3111 2550 recruited in 1907, and 2000 planned for the following year 
1908. 


Money, the nerve of colonization 


Stories hardly describe the main feature of the head tax: its method 
of payment in kind. In 1887, the CFS created the franc as a 
currencyl?121, in coinsl3131, 


1887, 5-franc and 10-cent coins. © Numismatic review, ARR. 


The first two banknotes were introduced in 18962141. The CFS has 
even regulated an exchange ratel?3131. This allows internal prices to 
be assessed against world prices. 


1896, 5 franc coin © Numismatic review, ARR. 


However, the currency remained rare and unusual. 


Most of the trade took place in kind, by bartering agricultural or 
forestry products for goods. Some exchanges took place by handing 
out mitakosl?!6l, or shells, copper crosses, pearls, or cotton. 


Even the state bartered, collecting head tax with products and work, 
and paying part of the wages with food! 


During his 1909 trip, Prince Albert noted that “the head should 
disappear and be replaced by a tax paid with money. …” 


The risk and occurrence of “forced labour” abuses were finally 
resolved with the payment of the tax in cash and a better circulation 
of fiatl3171. 


Suddenly, in order to pay the head tax, people had to start producing 
and selling goods and services, beyond their subsistence needs, and 
earning money! 


This is how the colonial tax shaped more active, resourceful, and 
industrious Congolese. 


But where do the 10 million deaths come from? 


[312] Revue Belge de numismatique et de sigillographie, 1923. 


[313] A gold coin of 20 francs, never issued. Silver coins of 5,2,1 and 
0,5 francs and copper coins of 10, 5, 2 and 1 cents. 


[14] 10 and 100 franc banknotes were allocated for the payment of 
taxes and what is due to the state. 


[315] In 1887, 3 Congolese francs (in the same way as 3 Marks or Mk or 
Reichsmark, from 1873) were worth 1 “thaler” (ancestor of the name 
“dollar") or “talaris’ of Maria Theresa of Austria. Sterling and gold 
coins were recognized since 1889. 


[316] Rods of copper or brass wire, of different diameters and lengths, 
had an indicative value of 15 cents. 


[317] In 1909, the State gave the powers of minting money to the 
Banque du Congo Belge, a private institution, which became the 
current BCDC. 


The thermometre is broken! 


The story of Leopold Is personal, disproportionate, devilish, and 
murderous ambition, behind the mask of altruism and the pretext of 
civilizing input, but to appropriate the riches of the Congo, does not 
hold water. 


Everyone is able to understand it by using their eyes to browse the 
written and visual information, to grasp its content and to compare 
it. Everyone has redone it with each discovery of what was until then 
unknown or ignored. Everyone has used historical criticism! With this 
tool of historians, it can no longer be abused by some! 


With this, everyone can wonder how Leopold Il, who had organized 
the protection of Blacks, had at the same time established a system 
to make them slaves? How could he be “the” guilty of atrocities when 
the sword of justice hung over the heads of criminals and 
executioners? 


The organization of rubber picking with incisions only allows 
everyone to be amazed. How would Leopold Il, who did not want the 
rubber vines to be cut‚ organize people's hands to be cut off? How 
had Leopold Il saved them from replanting rubber trees by forcing 
white people to do that for them? 


Narrators authoritatively tell many stories, but without historical 
criticism or analysis of the internal consistency of their own stories. 


Yet, through their work, they have abundant sources, including 
official CFS publications and real life chronicles about the country. 
They remain riveted on the Belgo-Congolese couple in defiance of 
the universal history of colonization. They do not consult other 
human sciences: law, economics, ethnology, etc. And in a manner 
that is both arrogant and fraudulent, they claim that the written 
sources have disappeared and that the truth will never be known 
because Leopold Il burned his archives. 


As if the criminal king had kept macabre accounts of hands cut-off. 
This conspiracy would validate their extravagances; “Since they don't 


know anything, they can say anything! People have to believe them! * 
But the narrators get tangled up in their brushes. 


For example, they talk about mountains of Congolese rubber arriving 
in Antwerp, a destination port and a shopping centre. While not 
everything came from the CFS. The Official Bulletin provides the 
quantities and values exported by the Congo and by the French and 
Portuguese possessions from the Congolese port of Matadi to 
Belgium. In the tables of export statistics, “special trade” is that of 
the CFS, while “general trade” combines the CFS and neighbouring 
territories. The difference gives the net quantities from neighbouring 
territories (Portuguese and French). 
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Rubber exports from the port of Matadi. Firstly, less for the CFS (see below) 
than for the French Congo and Angola (see above) © Marvin & Marcel Yabili. 


In this graph, it is clear that, from 1887 to 1893, the CFS exported 
rubber ín negligible quantities. 


Other cargoes which left the port of Matadi and were destined for 
the Belgian port of Antwerp came from the French and Portuguese 
possessions. This French transit, to a Belgian final destination, is 
recognized in the Brazza Reportl?18l which deplores that “the 
increase in rubber and ivory comes only from the colony of the 


Middle Congo; it was therefore done only for the benefit of Belgium 
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lvory and rubber exports from French Congo through CFS from 1896 to 1904. 
In tons © ARR. Rapport Brazza. 


How did the narrators never know how to make a difference? While 
they claim to reveal hidden things? 


| confided my astonishment to a renowned journalist specializing in 
DR Congo. Surprised too, she told me: ” Historians have not done 
their job!” 


The narrators have not gauged the reality. Their thermometre is 
broken! 


This real scandal had already been denounced by a renowned 
agronomist[31°1, who exclaimed: * too obsessed with their archives, 
historians elude the obvious! * 


But where did 10 million deaths come from? 


[218] Le rapport Brazza. Mission d'enquête du Congo, Passager 
clandestin, 2014. 


[319] André Ergo, tropical agronomist http://abergo1.e-monsite.com/ 


10 MILLION DEAD FROM RUBBER 


Whites’ novels about massacres of Blacks 
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IA THE KUBBER COILS. 


The Independent State of Congo, Punch, O©ARR. 


Successful stories say that “the Congo Basin, home to the second 
largest rainforest in the world, Leopold Il was granted the global 
monopolyi320l of wild rubber. 


He sent several thousand Belgian officersl31l into the field, 
supported by cannibalistic people, to subjugate the local population. 
Even though he had never set foot in Africa, he received daily 
reportsi322l and sent his instructions there.”"[323] 


lt is added that “Leopold |l massacred, tortured, and amputated 
millions of Congolese, to enrich himself personally. He is the odious 
one responsible for the worst colonization. . [3241 * 


It is also told to children that “his army used cannibals to watch over 
the rubber plantations; there have been 5 to 10 million hands cut-off 
among the forced labourers. * [323] 


This massacre has been abundantly illustrated with photos and 
caricatures. The British newspaper, Punch, represents the Belgian 
royal ogre, strangling a Congolese with rubber vines. 


Famous writers have lent beautiful incisive feathers to sensibilise the 
public and deeply anchor the image of this massacre. 


But they were novelists, not historians or scientists. They were 
specialists in delicious and tasty fiction. 


Mark Twain had been sacralized by The Adventures of Tom Sawyer. 
Arthur Conan Doyle, a doctor, had written 60 novels and short stories 
about Detective Sherlock Holmes. 


In addition to their distance from the field of facts and realities, 
these two authors had written pamphlets. It is a deliberately 
unserious and disrespectful literature, oriented towards 
denunciations and denigration, caricature and mockery. 


The two talented novelists won sensation at a time when fiction was 
true; the movie did not yet exist, with actors who are seen dying, 
but reappearing alive in another film! 


Currently, extravagant fiction is used for leisure purposes only. 
People may think it is not easy to trick the truth anymore. 


Unfortunately, the twenty-first century is not an “Age of 
Enlightenment’; fake news are proliferating on social media, to the 
point of seriously undermining personal or collective common sense. 
And as I’m writing, at the present time, the COVID-19 pandemic has 
inoculated Africans with fear of a Whites’ vaccine that would 
eradicate Blacks, and they are rejecting all vaccines that commonly 
protect them{?326l. 


This is how the two stories, unreal, by propaganda and satire, still 
serve, insidiously, as historical references for narratives and even, 
for scientific papersl?271. 


Arthur Conan Doyle had issued another pamphlet{?28l, but to justify 
the creation, by the United Kingdom, in South Africa, of the first 
concentration camps in history, where tens of thousands of Boers, 
white women and children starved to death. And as a reward for his 
literary feat of genocidal apology, the slayer of Leopold Il had been 
sworn in as Sir Conan Doyle! 


[320] To be noted that wild rubber from CFS accounted for barely 10% 
of world production; the largest share came from the Amazon. 


[321] The CFS started by recruiting a lot, apart from the Belgians. 


22] Ironically, since radio telegraphy did not yet exist, were daily 
reports transmitted by the magic of local witches? 


[323] Miro A. Atanasov, The Congo shame of the Belgian Monarchy, 
academia.edu. 


[324] CatherinehN6134SV, tripadvisor.fr, janvier 2020. 
[325] J-F & Maryse Charles et Frédéric Bihel, Africa Dreams, op.cit. 


[326] Because “in the absence of discernment in the face of digital 
information, and of an integrated critical sense from a very young 
age, people are more likely to share false information without 
understanding the consequences,” Claudio Cocorocchia, World 
Economic Forum, La tribune.fr, février 2018. 


[3271 Excerpts from Conan Doyle are cited on Wikipedia, by Jules 
Marchal, or by the Belgian demographer Jean-Paul Sanderson. 


[328] The War in South Africa: Its Cause and Conduct, 1900. 


The revelation of “Heart of Darkness” 


The narrators also quote Józef Teodor Konrad Korzeniowski (Joseph 
Conrad) whose Heart of Darkness is, in the world, the most read 
African novel, the most commented on@?2°. Yet the author had made 
only one trip up and down the river. He had only spent six months in 
the Congo! Long before the rubber rush! 


The narrators jumped into this novel, published ín 1899, without 
realizing that the same year, another big scandal struck Francel3301. 


Without knowing that during Conrad’s stay in 1890, the CFS had 
produced only 122 tons of rubber and 179 tons of ivoryl2311. At the 
time, the French Congo exported more through the port of Matadi. 


The famous Kutz curse, which inspired Apocalypse nowl?32l, did not 
come from a life experience of Josef Conrad. 


Nevertheless, the Heart of Darkness expresses violence: the madness 
of men and the inhospitable forest. Conrad himself had almost died 
of illness. Frightened, he left Africal2331. 


Hence, this question is one that everyone can ask himself. Does this 
experience lived by Conrad in tempore non suspectol324l come from 
human nature, disturbed by a ruthless environment? Was Kutz's curse 
an individual psychopathy, a sort of French-style “sudanitis’? Or would 
it have escaped, like the dormant Ebola virus, from the galleries of 
the virgin forest? 


The narrators underline the “continuation of colonial violence”, 
sown by Leopold Il and traumatic! 


But as lm writing just now, | heard the crackling of guns. A gang of 
rascals from the bush, covered in fetishes and armed with machetes, 
had marched on my town[?331. The army slaughtered them, machine- 
gunned them before finishing them on the ground. The bloody bodies 
were filmed by onlookers and then posted on social media; bloody 
rags were piled up like dead wood in vans escorted by bikers 
screaming cries of joy. 


No one would have written such a script for Sylvester Stallone’s 
former Green Beret John Rambo! 


And when | got back to my keyboard, | could hardly see the shadow 
of Leopold Il in these follies of 2020. Fourteen years before, | had 
already written about the leader of the same gang of rascals. 


“We gargle our throats in some cosy lounges about this militia leader. 
Do we want to turn an ordinary man into a monster? A banality like 
many others? These questions are indecent. Inacceptables. Because 
the subject is real and serious. It cannot give the opportunity to talk 
about colonization and all the other scapegoats. Here is a 
contemporary creature of a culture of indifference who has 
condemned a whole generation of Congolese to plunge back into hell 
to expiate fears of a replica of the Rwandan genocide. 1200 are still 
dying every day. Millions are traumatized forever. The Frankenstein 
who created this monster is still, if not at work, at least in supreme 
command. These militia leaders could not have survived after the 
end of the civil war, which began in 2002. The false peace made 
them real devils. So, with all due respect to God, if such guys had a 
place in Heaven, | would refuse to enter! * [336] 


A Commission of Inquiry into abuses in the Congo travelled the same 
way as Joseph Conrad did in 1890. The Belgian Janssens, the Italian 
Nisco and the Swiss De Schumacher commented on the myriad of 
abuses they had observed with this clarification: “we can appreciate 
things in Africa fairly only if we have seen them, only if we have 
lived them. From a European point of view, many of the facts 
observed are of a character which they cannot have in the eyes of 
those who have witnessed them. * 


Investigators wrote another Heart of Darkness! [337] 


“To live and to develop, the State faces the ineluctable necessity of 
exploiting the natural resources of its soil, and the only manpower at 
its disposal are the natives resistant to work ; the state agents, 
irritated by a perfidious climate, always debilitating and sometimes 
murderous, are isolated ín the middle of the population; everyday 
life offers them only demoralizing spectacles: they have left Europe, 
imbued with respect for human life, and they quickly realize that, in 
the environment where they are transplanted, life has no price. They 
witnessed, in the villages, the miserable condition of the weak, the 
infirm, on whom the chiefs, the notables, and the strong men never 


neglected, when they could to impose the burden of the work; 
everywhere, they saw women degraded to the state of pack animals, 
struggling without interruption, responsible for almost all the tasks.… 
Hence, violence and brutality under the pretext of laziness and 
unwillingness, without appreciating the difficulties of harvesting 
rubber and the people’s aversion to this brand new task.” [338] 


This is the colonial disease of Whites, which the French called 
“sudanitis’, dementia due to heat, thirst and hunger. 


However, the truth should emerge from historical criticism. 


[3291 According to Stephen Smith, Carnets de voyage au Congo, Le 
Monde, 2002. 


[330] The so-called “Mission Voulet-Chanoine”, a French expedition to 
the colonial conquest of Chad, led by captains Paul Voulet and Julien 
Chanoine, was marked by numerous massacres and by the total loss 
of control of the French authorities over the two officers. Wikipedia. 


[331] Official Bulletin 1890 and 1891. 
[3321 Famous movie by Francis Ford Coppola, 1979. 


[333] He met Roger Casement, shortly before his departure, and it is 
probably that later this encounter linked them to Leopold Il. 


[334] In 1890, there was no reality or suspicion of * red rubber”. 
[335] Lubumbashi ; March 28,2020. 

[336] M. Yabili, in Noir metallisé, newsletter, 2006. 

[337] White men’s madness occurred in other colonies. 


[338] Report of the Inquiry Commission, Official Bulletin, September 
1905. 


Nothing in the Congolese historical resources 


Everyone has seen it here. 


Objectively, oral tradition and testimonies contribute to the 
country’s history. The mountains of the dead, caused by the rubber 
massacre, are neither in Congolese oral tradition nor in the 
statements of Congolese historical figures, like Lumumba, the 
talkative! 


Subjectively, millions of skeletons and strangulated by rubber lianas 
should have generated popular stories, because the public is fond of 
horrors, such as the One Thousand and One Nights tales or those of 
Andersen. In addition, successful tales are repeated by all Congolese 
communities. 


But there is none in the deep Congo. This absence of tales of millions 
of deaths, both in historical sources and in the imagination of the 
population, owes nothing to hazard. The silence of Blacks is 
speaking! It does not confirm the White's stories. 


Generalizations and extensions in time and space 


All stories have the same structure. 


They talk about abuses. But, generally, they do not indicate the date 
or the place concerned. They conclude that “it was alike throughout 
the Congo’ and “it was alike throughout all the colonization time"! 


Anyone can see that these generalizations and extensions are too 
simplistic and too broad to be serious. This is a jump from a handful 
of people to millions of victims. 


Is it necessary, because of these glaring insufficiencies, to wait for a 
real and exact count of deaths from the red rubber? 


No! Everyone can verify it, with historical criticism. 


Here and now! With common sense or logical mind. 


Elementary, my dear Watson! 


Everyone could read that with the rubber, “the most common 
punishment was hands cut-off. The second time, the other hand was 
cut off too. Later, they were killed. ”[339) 


Everyone can wonder if Leopold Il, in his greed for money, had 
organized or favoured such a stupid system of cutting one hand off 
workers to increase the production of rubber and ivory! A person, 
already disabled, could not produce, because he would need both 
hands to handle rubber vines or transport ivory! 


Everyone can also wonder if Leopold Il had organized such an idiocy 
according to which the amputee with one hand, who did not give 
better satisfaction, would have the other hand cut off ín order that 
he would be able to produce more! 


Everyone has learned that rubber mining regulations required 
incisions to flow latex. Everyone may have wondered how Leopold Il, 
who had forbidden the cutting of rubber vines, had organized at the 
same time the amputation of the hands of human beings! 


Everyone has learned that people producing their own rubber were 
spared the obligation to replant trees and that white people did it 
for them. Everyone had also learnt that the tax on rubber collected 
by the people amounted to 12.5%. Etc. 


Finally, everyone can see and conclude that the usual storytelling is 
far-fetched; it leads to believe that the ogre of Laeken, who was 
looking for money at all costs, even at the cost of blood, had been 
devoid of basic common sense! A reality that Sir Arthur Conan Doyle 
would not have hesitated to put ín the mouth of Sherlock Homes! 


[339] Sarah Diffalah, Les “mains coupées”,‚ op.cit. 


Statistics shake the 10 million 


The narrators speak of 10 million deaths. They talk about numbers, 
without ever making them talk too. To do this, there are statistics. 
This technique gives simple shapes to complex realitiesl3401. 


Ten million massacred? That's 60% of a population of 17 million, or 
40% of 25 million! 


Is it thinkable? 


10 million dead? That’s 40% of the victims of the Black Death that 
ravaged Europe in the 14th century! 


Is this reasonable? 


Ten million? It's as much as the military deaths[?“1l of the atrocious 
World War |! 


Is it possible? 


10 million missing? This is one and a half times the total population 
of Congo in 1900, based on the estimate of the average density on 
the continent{321. 


Is this reasonable? 


Ten million missing? This is 100% of the bloodletting of Africal243l in 3 
centuries of transatlantic slavery, or 3.333% of the Arab captives of 
the 18th and 19th centuries. 

Is it imaginable? 


Ten million missing? In proportion to the duration of slavery and the 
23 years of the EIC, it is 1300% of the transatlantic and 14,491% of 
the Indian Ocean slavery trades. 


Is it serious? 


With all of this, and whatever the real number of victims, it is 
certain that there have never been 10 million deaths! 


[340] Loup Wolff, Le 1 hebdo, Nr 278, janvier 2020 
[341] 9.7 million deaths for the military and 8.9 million for civilians. 


[342] 3.27 inhabitants per km? for an area of 30.37 million km2, giving 
a population of 100 million Africans, or 6.733 million Congolese on 
2.345 million km2. Wikipedia V° demography of Africa. 


[343] 12.5 million Africans were deported; 2 million perished during 
the journey. 


The elasticity of the rubber 


Narrators say that 10 million Congolese have died from collecting 
rubber. They vulcanize the story of the latex gum, which is naturally 
flexible! 


Wild rubber has been prized for its industrial use since the discovery 
of vulcanization in 1848. Commercial companies already exploited it 
before 1885. In 1886, the CFS sold only 30 tons, while 400 tons came 


from the French and Portuguese possessions[3441, 


The great peculiarity of Congolese rubber is that it comes from the 
sap of certain lianas and grasses growing in the equatorial forests of 
the two green lungs of the world: the Amazon and the Congo Basin. 
The development of the pneumatic tyre in 1887 caused demand to 
soar, despite stagnating prices. The madness lasted three decades. 


In the 1890s, Central Africa had entered this juicy market with 1/3 of 
continental production coming from the CFS, and 2/3 coming from 
Angola, French Congo, Gabon, Equatorial Guinea, and some 
counters{3431, 


But from 1900, it was the Amazon (Brazil, Bolivia, Peru, Colombia) 
which accounted for 70% of the world market. 


The 1910s marked the end of wild rubber. Prices fell with 
competition from more productive plantations in Malaysia and the 
higher quality of hevea trees. 


The CFS negotiated this turn badly: the depleted natural forests of 
lianas and grasses had not been replaced, despite compulsory 
planting initiated by Leopold Il ín 1899. 


Like what, the rubber boom was short-lived! 


The wild nature of rubber linked it to the transportation network. 
Forest areas could only be accessed by navigable waterways. Then, it 
was necessary to reach the seaport of Matadi. As a result, good 
production areas were along and upstream of the river Congo and its 
tributaries, with a predilection for the province of Ecuador. 


lt was not by hazard that the trading companies chose to locate 
there. It was not a coincidence that the red rubber abuse, 
denounced by Roger Casement and photographer Alice Seeley Harris, 
occurred in the same region of Ecuador. 


The narrators do not speak of the variety of rubber producers: 
concessionary companies, foreign individuals, population who sold 
their own crops, CFS within its state lands as well as the Crown 
Estate. That’s a lot of people! 


The Official Bulletin makes it possible to track all this production by 
weight and value. It ís possible to extrapolate the CFS’s custom 
incomel?“l and the level of wealth made with rubber, in foreign 
markets, by private companies, by the CFS or by the Crown Estate. 


The quantities indicated in the Official Bulletin also make it possible 
to shed light on the human cost (because the collection and drying 
were manual), on workers of companies or individuals, on taxpayers 
in kind, as well as on the population who harvested themselvesl3471. 
Etc. 


Data can be collected on locations, periods of time, the economy 
and, public finances. Etc. But this data collection and analysing have 
never been done! 


How to believe the story of ten million deaths? 


[344] Official Bulletin 1887. 


[45] Cameroon, Nigeria, Dahomey, Togo, and Ivory Coast, Sierra 
Leone; they were essentially export counters. 


[346] Ad valorem tax of 0.042 francs (Nb aligned with Talaris currency) 
per ton for rubber from lianas; 0.032 francs for grass rubber. 


[347] André Ergo, a great agronomist, estimates that 2.8% of an active 
population of 2 million inhabitants could have been employed full 
time to harvest the quantities exported at a minimum flow of 0.750 
cubic centilitres of latex per day. In Et si on réfléchissait 
intelligemment, pour une fois, à la récolte du caoutchouc dans 
Etat Indépendant du Congo(EIC)!, http://abergo1.e-monsite.com/ 


Stanley's eye counter 


The origin of the 10 million deaths is an extraordinary novel whose 
flagship is the year "1880. 


It was on August 9, 1877, that the British journalist explorer, Henry 
Morton Stanley, completed his fantastic crossing of Central Africa 
from East to West, following the course of the great river! He thus 
makes the whole world discover nature, people, and the economic 
potential of a subcontinent until then, labelled as “unknown land”. 


The Briton returned in 1879 on behalf of the all-new Leopold Il’s 
Association Internationale du Congo de Léo Il. In 1880, he crossed 
the river and counted the people who had come to meet him, 
between Kinshasa and Kisangani, and on some tributariesl3481. He 
made a total of 77 stops in as many localities. 


Stanley said he counted 806,000 inhabitants over a perimeter of 16 
kilometres deep and 4,844 km of shorelinel3491. 


319,000 people were on the left bank, in 41 places. 
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Stanley’s counting on the left bank of the Congo River © Sanderson. 


Some localities have kept their names or consonances: Kinshasa, 
Kintamo for Kitambo, or Lema for Lemba. 


There were 313,800 inhabitants, ín 36 places on the right bank of the 
River Congo. 


RIVE DROITE Bournta Ta a 
Du Cardon Bennett au Heure Lan zon KAAN Ras Vambinga s A) 
Dua Laarman ass Mihene Es oan Haut \ amlringa & AJ 
Du Mikesw au Louholela ALL N ginngari RAA 
Dua Loukosela a Boungata ze Villages KRAAL 
Baubobo 40 Vieux Yalcaulaima KAA 

Chakosumira [sane Bourngele ELAN 
Ouberngo HUD Bavoko 2 au 
havienkeri LER AA Boeenvons & A0) 
Ihoha KAL A Basohe de Moheuleu 15 AAJ 
Lousengo Jou Haut et Bas \ aantourri 1300 
Oubiba Le Villages intermedsaires $A) 
D Olba à Frings Kona \angambi 5 an 
Oaunang;i roe N aruaan hee à ha 
Oukele « n Nasveinbi s (AN 


Oupoto a Nvambe e. DA Naroukombe 20) 
Loulou 20 Nabouscu 1 OM 
N dots ELLA AMaenv'a et Bakauarmoa A 
Ik ureartadn SARA TOTAl MAO 


Stanley counted on the right bank of the Congo River © Sanderson 
NB. The starting point should be checked: was it located in front of Kinshasa? 


Some places can be recognized as Boumba for Bumba or Yangambi 
and Basoko. 


Both lists are drawn from downstream to upstream, as if Stanley had 
zigzagged from side to side. This is unimaginable because of the 
great width of the river, the importance of the current and the 
impetuosity of the waters. Even today, with a motorized boat, it 
would be difficult to go up and down the Congo River, docking every 
30 km. In addition, on the banks, there is forest, frequent and 
abundant rain, and material difficulty to bring people together. 


How had Stanley done in 1880? By stopping at least 7/ times for 
gathering crowds of thousands? Characteristically, no locality has a 
population of units; all figures are expressed in thousands. That 
means that Stanley had counted people by the nose and by the eye. 
His tool for counting was the “pifometre"[3301, 


And this count was taken as a “word of the Gospel’. 


Stanley talks about his 1880 census in a book that was published five 
years laterl3°11, in 1885. The English-language work consists of two 
volumes of about 500 pages each. 


Stanley shows his attachment to his boss, Léopold Il: he creates 
“Léopoldville”, and he discovers “Léopold Il Lake”[3321. 


There is also his ego to baptize the two ends of the 1212 km 
navigable course of the Congo River as “Stanley Pool” and “Stanley 


Falls”[3531. Stanley speaks especially of the business opportunities 
and the need to connect the sea and the river network by a railway 
between Matadi and Kinshasa. Etc. 


Stanley was a seasoned explorer, able to geolocate himself with the 
stars by using a sextant and with very precise calculations. But he 
got confused about the length of his journey along the river. He 
claims to have sailed 1515 miles to and from, for a total distance of 
2030 miles! Any schoolboy would have found that 2x1515 is 3030 
miles[2“11 There was another “problem”: part of the right bank would 
later become the French Congo... [3331 


lt wasn’t the first time Stanley had acted like this. On February 1, 
1877, Stanley fought against the Basoko tribesmen in a place where a 
large tributary of 1,500 metres wide emerged from the right bank. 
Stanley asked the question: “What is the name of this stream?” But he 
was answered with a question: “Arouhouimi?” which means “you are 
asking what is the name of this stream?” 


Stanley, who was nervous, hastily transcribed the answer and noted 
that the river was called “Aruwimi’. 


Since then, the Aruwimi River has been called “What is the name of 
this stream?"[2361 
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1880: Stanley’s journey east of the western border. 1885: boundaries of the 
CFS after the Treaty of Berlin. 1894: the current borders of the Congo. 


Stanley did not bother with the arithmetic precision of his population 
census. 


What mattered to him was to show that these lands were populated. 
The more people there were, the more attractive the Congo was for 
trade, according to the ambitions of Leo Il in 1876135371. 


Stanley transposed the arbitrary total of 806,000 inhabitants within 
his perimeter to obtain an overall population of 42,608,000 
inhabitants in 1880, in his book ín English. But the French translation 
of the same book, published the same year, indicated 27,694,100 
inhabitants{3281, 


Stanley's census is extraordinary. It is understandable that, at the 
time, the explorer enjoyed a prestige that ruled out any critical 


analysis. But a century later, the narrators persist in giving credence 
to it. Despite the miscalculations, inconsistencies, and basic lack of 
common sense. 


It was not serious to endow the entire vast country with a sample of 
a portion of the population living on the banks of a river. Ridicule 
does not kill! Depending on whether Stanley's book is ín English or 
French, depending on whether they are English-speaking or French- 
speaking, the Congo of 1880 had 42 or 27 million inhabitants… 


But there was more serious! 


As the 1885 mapl?2l shows, the Congo Basin was entirely 
“unexplored”. 


Stanley could not quantify the census of a vast territory that had 
never been explored before. True, there were people living there, 
but they could not be counted. All Stanley could say was that there 
were “a lot of people around here”, “less here than there’ or “over 
there, more than here!” 


Like what, Stanley’s figures are zero. 


Sketches of Central Africa and the Congo Basin, 
National Institute of Geography of Brussels, January 1885 © MRAC. 


There was much more serious still! 


In 1880, the CFS did not exist. Stanley had no territorial reference. 
Even in 1885, the CFS had obtained only a sketch of the borders. The 
country got its present borders in 1894, thanks to treaties. The same 
year ended the occupation of the east by Arabs, including Tippo Tip. 


Any census of 1880 is fraudulent; it's squared! 


[348] Byerré, Mohindou, Koua and Loukonga areas. 


[349] Jean-Paul Sanderson, La démographie du Congo sous la 
colonisation Belge, Louvain-la-neuve, 2010. 


[330] At first glance. 


[331] H.M. Stanley, The Congo and the Founding of its Free State, 
London, 1885. 


[332] Maindome Lake, « black waters » 
[353] Currently named Pool Malebo and Boyoma Falls. 


[354] Jean Stengers, Les chiffres de la population du Congo selon 
Stanley, in Congo : Mythes et réalités, Racine, 2005. 


[355] Is this the reason for this seemingly erroneous total of 2,030 
miles. Would Stanley have cut off 1000 miles from the right bank of 
the river, which had become French? 


[336] M. Yabili, Really, op.cit. 


[357] This is also the opinion of Ngondo Pitshandenge, in The dynamics 
of the population of the Republic of Zaire, Demographic works and 
research, Kinshasa, 1986: “The impressions and estimates left by the 
first explorers appear summary and speculative. They can be blamed 
on an optical error or a deliberate optimism intended to promote 
interest ín these new territories’. In Sanderson, La démographie, 
op.cit. 


[338] H. M. Stanley, The Congo and the founding of Its Free State ; 
Cinq années au Congo, 1879-1884. Voyages, Explorations, Fondation 
de l'Etat libre du Congo, translated by Gérard Harry, Bruxelles, 1985. 
According to historians R. Louis and J. Stengers, E.D. Morel’s History 
of the Congo Reform Movement, Oxford, 1968. 
Www.urome.be/fr2/ouvrag/stengerspop.pdf. 


[359] Wulf Bodenstein, Exploring Africa with Ancient Maps „ MRAC, 
2017, p 223. 


The first whistleblowers 


Current narrators want to be anti-colonialists. But they would 
swallow their feathers when they learn that their denunciations of 
atrocities are based on the odious Treaty of Berlin in 1885. 


The powers of the time had first rushed to the city of the most 
powerful man in the world, the German Chancellor, Otto von 
Bismarck. But five years later, they came to Leopold Il. In 1890, 
Brussels became the capital of colonizing Europe. The city held an 
anti-slavery conferencel?60l, to strengthen Berlin-1885 and “to put an 
end to the Negro Slave Trade by land as well as by sea, and to 
improve the moral and material conditions of the natives’. 


lt was, in accordance with the mentalities of the time, a 
proclamation of “fundamental rights of populations’, starting with 
the most basic: the right to life. Berlin-1885 had already expressed 
similar rights in the search for * the preservation of the native tribes, 
and to care for the improvement of the conditions of their moral and 
material well-being, and to help in suppressing slavery, and 
especially the slave trade"[3611. 


The Treaty of Brussels-1890 was also contracted “in the name of God 
Almighty”. It ordered to put an end to the crimes and devastation of 
the slavers and to provide the benefits of peace and civilization on 
the continent. 


There was, in all places of military and heroic operations, damage, 
abuse, and atrocities. 


But with Brussels-1890, the fate of Africans was no longer a domain 
reserved for the colonial powers. The question was no longer taboo. 
This fostered an anthology of revelations from the first 
whistleblowers of humanitarian rights, with denunciations, in papers 
and in books, of the creation and mobilization of associations. No 
one was spared. 


The public hunt for abuses and atrocities committed in the colonies 
began the day after Brussels-1890. The first whistleblower was Black 


American George Washington Williams. He had met Leopold Il. 


DN Ne 


Pastor and politician, nicknamed “Mundele Ndombe" (the White-Black)! 


On his return to Congo, he stayed in Kisangani. It was there, in the 
tropical dampness, that he sent the monarch an open letterl362]. He 
denounces the abuse of the naivety of the population and the fact 
that Leopold Il did not have the military or financial capacity 
required to administer such a vast territory; his decrees were dead 
words; the absence of public authority favoured fraud, theft, 
hostages, slavery and a general climate of cruelty. 


Williams also appeals to the Belgian people. 


In Belgium, the named Parmentier, a commercial agent, opened fire 
first. Out of personal revenge, he repeats the story of a ‘Belgian 
officer who allegedly had the head of a young negro cut off to 
appropriate a copper necklace around her neck"[2631, 


Parmentier would also have “seen auxiliary natives bringing to 
Europeans human ear rosaries, and another time, a sergeant showed 
him a bag filled with hands cut-off on the orders of a white officer, in 
a village which had not provided enough rubber… Another killed two 


women with two hundred lashes of hippopotamus skin with odious 
mutilations. ”[364] These stories turned out to have been made up. 


However, testimonies multiply, overwhelming, but imprecise. 
Systematically, the culprits are not named. The only time that names 
were stuck to executioners who could be confronted, British justice 
ruled with a dismissall3621. It happened in 1902. 


Meanwhile, an employee at the Belgian port of Antwerp had seen 
ships unloading rubber and ivory and loading shipments of arms and 
ammunition. When he became a journalist, Edmund Dene Morel 
asserted that this transport was proof that Blacks were dying for 
rubber. 


Morel created the Congo Reform Associationl366l which was joined by 
a big name: Roger Casement, a former British consul, who had lived 
for ten years in the Congo! 


In 1903, the diplomat made a detailedl?271 report on what he had 
known in 1893 and the current events. He had been encouraged by 
Leopold Il himself, who asked him to provide him with remarks and 
suggestions. What he sees turns his intestines upside down. For 
Casement, it was clear: there had been a “rubber war” that had 
caused up to 60% population losses in 14 localities in Ecuador. 


Casement’s journey along the Congo River is shorter than Stanley's. 
He speaks of 3 million “missing”. Not all were ipso facto dead; several 
crossed the river to take refuge in the French Congo bank.… 


1893. 1903. 
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Bokaka te HEE en 500 
Lobwaka U nn he 200 
Bohboka en B aen 300 
M wenge es hat Dn 150 
Boongo zo nn li 250 
Jtuta en si se 300 
Ikenze Ee sa But 320 
Ngero bin she nn 2,500 
Mwebe a za een: 100 
Ikoko Rn en SRE 2,500 


Extract from the Casement Report. ARR. 


Casement was a credible eye witness, but with historical criticism, 
anyone can see that his numbers are rounded off and have no units. 
This means that Casement hadn’t counted, but expressed that there 
had been a lot of people before, here compared to there. Only a 
map can show whether he had falsified his 1903 report, by skipping 
locations that may have been as or more populated than in 1893. 


Mostly, Casement met Epondo, the victim of a “hand cut-off" by a 
black soldier who was serving Whites. He brings it back and shows off 
the photo. That created a shock! 


‚ exhibited” by Casement as a victim of “hands cut-off"! But it was 


Epondo 


inaccurate; Epondo had had an accident! © ARR. 


[360] Convention Relative to the Slave Trade and Importation into 
Africa of Firearms, Ammunition, and Spiritous Liquors. 


[361] Berlin Act, Article 6. 
[362] An Open Letter to His Serene Majesty Léopold Il, King of the 


Belgians and Sovereign of the Independent State of Congo, 
18.07.1890. www.blackpast.org/ 


global-african-history/primary-documents-global-african- 
history/george-washington-williams-open-letter-king-lLeopold-congo- 
1890/ 

[363] Charles Liebrechts, Léo Il, f ondateur d'Empire, Office de 
Publicité, 1932. 


[364] In VEclaireur de l’Ain, 13 12.1896, in Obs. 


[365] The Guy Burrows affair and his drafted book The Curse of 
Central Africa, in Liebrechts, Léo Il, op.cit 


[366] From 1904 to 1913. 


[367] Annex 3 of Casement’s report: Statement in regard to the 
Condition of the Natives in Lake Mantumba region during Rubber 
Wars which began in 1893. 


The magic pen of a writer 


But Epondo denied that. 


This was confirmed by a doctor and the people of his village, Malela. 
He repeated to the 1905 Commission of Inquiry that he had lost his 
hand to a boar bite… 


Despite this, Casement, like Williams before him, was a connoisseur 
of the country. Both could validly testify about the “Heart of 
Darkness”. But none of them had put forward a death toll for the 
entire CFS. 


In 1905, the American writer Mark Twain tailored his pen to mock the 
grandiloquence and ex-travagante cruelties of Leopold Il. He makes 
the monarch speakl3681; 


“Dear, dear, when the soft-hearts get hold of a thing like that 
missionary contribution, they completely lose their tranquillity over 
it. They speak profanely and reproach Heaven for allowing such a 
fiend to live. Meaning me. They think it is irregular. They go 
shuddering around, brooding over the reduction of that Congo 
population from 25,000,000 to 15,000,000 in the twenty years of my 
administration; then they burst out and call me “the King with Ten 
Million Murders on his Soul.” They call me a “record.” 


“Another madman wants to construct a memorial to the perpetuation 
of my name, out of my 15,000,000 skulls …He has it all ciphered 
out…Out of the skulls, he will build a combined monument and 
mausoleum to me which shall exactly duplicate the Great Pyramid of 
Cheops…Radiating from the pyramid, like the spokes of a wheel, 
there are to be forty grand avenues of approach, each thirty-five 
miles long, and each fenced on both sides by skulless skeletons 
festooned together by short chains attached to handcuffs stamped 
with my private trade-mark “By this sign we prosper”. 


This is the true origin of the famous 10 million deaths that are 
blaming Leopold Il. Deaths from the lyrical flights of a Mark Twain 


who had never set foot in the Congo. His beautiful magical pen, like 
Harry Potter’s flying broom, has lasted for a century. 


‘A memorial to perpetuate the name of Leopold II”, 
on page 2 of King Leopold’s soliloquy by Mark Twain. © ARR. 


[368] King Leopold’s Soliloquy, The P. R. Warren Co., Boston, 1905. 


The rope woven by Leo Il to get hanged! 


The whole problem with these stories about Leopold Il comes from 
refusing to consider, despite international recognition, that he was 
the head of a sovereign state. Anywhere, any leader of a state entity 
can be trapped in the minimal transparency of a state. Writing is still 
established, and writings remain! 


The effort taken from the population was expressed each year in 
terms of “tributes and taxes paid in kind” and included ín the revenue 
budget under the same heading as “the products of the domain’. 
Thus, there is data on the number of adults liable for tax and, 
indirectly, of the total population and its variation from year to year. 


These budget figures are as strong as a rope that a careless 
Leopold Il would have woven to “strangle” the population. This time, 
the same rope could be used to hang him too! 


Indeed, Leopold Il was meticulous. He did better. 


In the religious world of the Treaty of Berlin, which had been signed 
“In the name of God Almighty”, the Gospel was well known for the 
order to “give to Caesar what is Caesar's give to God what is Gods”. 


This obligation was linked to another Gospel story: 


“In those days, a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all 
the world should be registered. This was the first registration and 
was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their 
own towns to be registered. "13691 


The logic of all rulers is to impose on the population. The same logic 
drives them to do everything they can to keep them alive and thus 
keep and increase the number of taxpayers and recruits for the 
armies. Their catechism for all was to feed, clothe, and house their 
people, even when they were “endlessy exploitable”. 


It was illogical to organize the depopulation of the Congo. At least in 
theory. But what really happened? 


The priority of all the colonies was to mobilize the “living forces”, 
namely economic and human resources, such as the supply of 
services and goods. 


From 1890, foreigners in the CFS were counted every year. At the 
start, there were 430 nationals of 14 nationalities including 6 
Germans, 45 English, 18 Americans, 175 Belgians, 24 Danes, 1 Scot, 2 
Egyptians, 11 Spaniards, 18 French, 46 Dutch, 3 Italians, 58 
Portuguese, 1 Russian and 22 Swedish. 


On January 1, 1908, the CFSC counted 2,943 foreigners of 20 
different nationalities, including 57 Germans, 47 Americans, 145 
English, 7 Austrians, 1,713 Belgians, 1 Bulgarian, 36 Danes, 1 Spanish, 
58 French, 3 Greeks, 124 Dutch, 197 Italians, 25 Luxembourgers, 54 
Norwegians, 129 Portuguese, 1 Romanian, 55 Russians, 200 Swedes, 
and 88 Swiss. 


The 20th nationality was… the “Congolese nationality”, with 2 
naturalized[3701. 


The number of foreigners was not the only one visiblel3711, 


In the CFS, as in the colonies, indirect rule was applied, which gave 
kings and local chiefs prerogatives insofar as they were not in 
conflict with the state. The customary chiefs provided the number of 
their subjects by means of a “numbered census”. Then came a 
“nominative census’, carried out on registers containing personal 
data, such as names or the status of the taxpayer. 


From 1891, the Congolese were counted in the recognized 
chiefdoms[3721. 


Anticre 3. 


_ II sera dressé, lors de chaque investiture, un tableau 
indiquant le nom du village et sa situation exacte, les 
noms des notables, le nombre des cases et le chiffre de 
la population en hommes, femmes et enfants. 


ARTICLE 4. 


Il sera également dressé par les commissaires de 
district un tableau des prestations annuelles à fournir 
par chaque village en produits (maïs, sorgho, huile 
de palme, arachides, etc.), en corvées, travailleurs ou 
soldats. 


In English on page 261. 


This was a numbered census giving the overall population and, 
because of this, the tax was collective. 


The lists drawn up were called “tax rolls”[3731: 


ÄRTICLE 2. 


Les articles 28, zg, 31, 32, 33 et 34 sont remplacés 
par les dispositions suivantes : 

Äut. 28. - Chaque année, avant le 1° septembre, 
les Commissaires de district dressent les rôles des 
impôts dus pour l'année suivante par les indigènes 


habitant le territoire du district. 

Avant le 1“: mars de chaque année, le Commissatre 
de district dresse un rôle supplémentaire pour l'inscrip- 
lion des indigènes recensés après le 1°* septembre de 
année précédente. Les impositions inscrites aux rôles 
supplémentaires ue sont vecouvrables qu'à partir du 
1°r juillet suivant. 


In English on page 261. 


This numbered census makes it possible to locate, on a map, the 
recognized chiefdoms, the size and trends of their population, the 
volume of taxes in kind, in chores, and, even, in recruits for the 
armyl3741, 


It is established, for example, that in 1900, the Yanonghe post, which 
was headed by the Congolese Joseph Badjoko, had more than 20,000 
taxpayers[2721. 


Later, a nominal census was taken. The lists of taxpayers were called 
“rolls”. 


__Les rÔles portent le nom des indigènes et le taux de 
Pimpôt dû par chacun d'eux. Ils indiquent, par subdi- 


viston de régton, les différents travaux ou les produits 


This nominative census refined the location of the chiefdoms, their 
size and changes in their populations, as well as the volume of work 
and products imposed. 
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Extract from a map showing administrative posts in 19081371. The territorial 
penetration rate was low, but the coverage by registered areas gave a more 
valid view of settlements than with Stanley's census in 1880. © ARR. 


This organization established a link between the volume of the 
working population and taxes in kind. As a result, depopulation 
would ipso facto entail a drop in the quantities of imposed supplies, 
for example, of rubber. 


In 1905, the entire population (men, women, and children) was 
enumerated in territorial registers. Adultsl37/l and their families 
were registered in notebooks kept at administrative posts; they also 
indicated the number of tax debtors. 


The information to be providedl378l was plentiful and, at times, 
picturesque. Due to the lack of ID photos, there were indications 
detailing the tattoosl37?1. It is from this period that the mention of 
“village of origin” dates backl3801, 


From 1915, the registrations in the territories were gradually 
extended to the whole country811. 


It turns out that, in parallel, since 1891, there has been budgetary 
data on the fiscal effort of the populationl?82l and statistics on the 
volume of rubber exported. The conjunction of these two elements is 
necessary in any hypothesis of depopulation linked to “forced 
labour” for rubber. 


Thus, Leopold Il woven a set of irrefutable evidence of settlement 
and depopulation. With this same rope of taxpayers, it is possible to 
unearth and seize, and hang Leopold II! 


In 1911, taxpayers from 16 districts were identified; but the figures 
for a quarter of the entities were missing. 


Liste, par district, du nombre de contribuables. 
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Haut-Luapula, … . ee eee Aucun renseignement. 
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Torn. paur sf districts …. . … gesc. 378,083 


List, by district, of the number of taxpayers 
1911 census, the Colonial Council, Belgian Congo Official Bulletin, 1914. 


At the beginning of 1911, there were exactly 924,064 taxpayers and 
378,083 womenl?8?21. 


The Congo Free State had Leopold Il as a “sovereign” who had all the 
powers Which he then delegated at his own discretion. The little- 
known feature is that there were financial auditors as well as a kind 
of consultative chamber, the “colonial council”, which examined the 
bills and the general management of the country. 


In 1911, the Colonial Council had identified 4,347 registered 
chiefdoms. After excluding certain regions, among which the 
Katanga, which had not provided their figures, the population of 
3,643 territorial entities amounted to 3,262,853 inhabitants. 


Le Gouvernement a commaunigué à ce sojet an Conseil les renseignements 
suivants : 

An debut de 1911, il existait aan Congo belge, non compris le Katanga, 
1,932 chelleries accusant une jiepulation de 1,949,7go habitants, Un travail 
eflectie par | Administration centrale, au moyen des tableaux statistiques 
des nouvelles chefleries organisées depuis la fin de 1gto, indicgue qu'aux 
chiffres ci-dessus doivent s'ajouter : 1,711 chefleries avec une popu- 
lation de 1,313,063 habitants ‘429,62 hommes — 513,020 femmes — 


370,415 entants), plus z4o chefleries non recensées. Soit un total de : 
3,643 chetleries et une populatiun recensée de 3,262,853 habitants. 

L' Administration centrale ne possède aucune donneée statintiqgue précise 
quant aux recensements effectués au Katanga. 

A ütre de renseignement complémentaire, le nombre de chefleries tel 
qu'il résulte des données revues d'Afrique il ya peu de jours, s'elèverait à 
1o1 pour le Katanga et à 4,246 pour le reste de la Colonie. 


1911 census at the Colonial Council, Belgian Congo Official Bulletin, 1914. 
In English on page 262. 


From 19150841, registers were created for a general census of the 
country, and no longer those of only taxpayers. 


Then, the registers were replaced by individual files, in all the 
provinces[?2821, 


Finally, following reforms in 1922, the files made it possible for the 
very first time to assess the total population. This compilation was 
made in 1925. 


Then the Congo counted, according to subsequent checks by 
demographers, precisely 10,303,932 inhabitants[3861. 


Wonderful! Exactly Mark Twain’s death toll! 


[369] Gospel of Luke 2 : 1-3. 
[3701 Captain Joubert, in 1891, and M. Landbeek, in 1905. 


[371] Speaking of the depopulation resulting from the exploitation of 
rubber, J.-L. Vellut, in Regards sur le temps colonial, in La Mémoire 
du Congo. Le temps colonial, 2005, claims that “it is difficult to put 
forward a percentage because the only population figures available 
are those of small groups of Europeans. There is no scientific basis 
for the claim that half the population has been cut down by the 
exploitation of rubber”. 


372] Art 3, Decree of October 6, 1891, on chiefdoms. 


3731 For adults aged 18 and over. Decrees of 18.11.1903 and 
03.06.1906. 


[374] Decree 30.07.1891: annual quota by drawing lots from 14 to 30 
year olds. 


[375] In Biographie Belge d’Outre-mer, ARSOM, 1968. 

[376] Le Musée du Congo à Tervueren. Notice sur le Congo, op.cit. 
[377] Men over the age of 18; 15 years for women. 

[378] Ordinances 12.05.1905 and 23.08.1910 and Decree 02.05.1910. 


[379] Names, first names and nicknames, occupation and approximate 
age; names and first names of parents; names and first names of the 
spouse (s); those of children; race and place of origin; last places of 
residence; name of the chiefdom of residence; size and useful 
indications. 


[3801 Considered as an identity mark, the “village of origin” had the 
legal function of identifying the applicable custom law, and the 
judicial function of implementing the criminal sanction of being 
removed away (relegation). The legal mention of the ‘village of 
origin” was removed in 1958, but people kept using it. 


[381] Ordinance 20.05.1915 and decrees 16.11.1916 and 15.11.1919. 
[382] Although included in the domain’s products. 
[383] For whom it was required to pay an “additional tax”. 


[384] Decrees 16.11.1916 and 15.11.1919 and ordinances 20.05.1915 
and 15.01.1917 


[385] Ordinance of 25.10.1922. There were 4 provinces until 1933, 
then, six. 


[386] Boute et Saint-Moulin (1982) ; Saint-Moulin (1983 et 1987). 


Guilty too, France testifies! 


It was on “hands cut-off’ that the first humanitarian campaign in 
history sprouted. It coined the word “crime against humanity”. But 
this banner of post-colonialism was based on the Bible of colonialism 
in Africa: the Treaty of Berlin-1885, which proclaimed, in the terms 
and ideas of the time, human rights for populations, their well-being 
and their access to the universal values of that time. This 
commitment was confirmed in Brussels in 1890. 


This happened at the end of a 19th century, marked by the clash 
between Darwinism, historical materialism of Karl Marx and 
secularization. The world was changing in the shadow of the 
Industrial Revolution, the abolition of slavery, the American Civil War, 
etc. 


The current helplessness towards states which violate human rights 
was already evident. Failure to comply with the solemn 
proclamations of Berlin and Brussels exposed the colonial powers to 
timid and diplomatic blame. Especially since all of them violated 
them to various degrees. 


But it was Leopold Il who risked the most! The CFS was the result of 
a compromise to provide all colonial powers with access to the Congo 
River Basin, an area of “freedom of trade”. The area was delimited by 
“the watersheds (or mountain ridges) of the adjacent basins, namely, 
in particular, those of the Niari, the Ogowe, the Schari, and the Nile, 
on the north; by the eastern watershed line of the affluents of Lake 
Tanganyika in the east; and by the watersheds of the basins of the 
Zambesi and the Logé on the south. It therefore comprises all the 
regions watered by the Congo and its affluents, including Lake 
Tanganyika, with its eastern tributaries. »[387] 


The Congo Basin encompassed the CFS and the French possessions 
west of the river and its tributary, the Ubangi. 


Freedom of trade zone in the Congo Basin © MRAC[?881. 


The risk was great. In the event of failures or serious faults on the 
part of Leopold Il, “the CFS could be erasedl38°l as a recognized 
nation, and its territory, shared between the colonial Powers"[3%01. In 
such an eventuality, France benefited from a preferential right 
concluded in April 1884123911 with the grant to inherit the territory… 


The first ‘Whistleblowers’ took the declarations from Berlin and 
Brussels at their word and did not hesitate to disgrace those who did 
not comply with the treaties. Leopold Il also encouraged them by 
repeating that he was a benefactor. 


In particular, E. D. Morel, the founder of the Congo Reform 
Association, attacked Leopold Il, and France, tool. 


The two routes of Laekenl?°3l and Paris diverged. In the Congo, 
Stanley began by joining treaties with local chiefs; it was much later 
that armed troops were sent to fight resistance fighters. But France 
began with warlike conquests before negotiating local alliances. In 
both cases, military expeditions were brutal. 


The violence in the CFS is recounted in a loop, with a Léon 
Fiévezl?°“l or a Léon Roml?’l, but there are fewer stories about 
violence perpetrated by the state organization and the prestigious 
military tradition of France. 


In 1896, “papers of all Europe tell only the atrocities committed in 
Congo by the Belgians.… 45 villages reduced to ashes… hands, cut-off 
and smoked to check the number of cartridges handed to black 
soldiers sent on an expedition.[3%61 ” 


It was the same year that France went out of Senegal. The conquest 
of the Kingdom of Mossil?°7l was long and bloody. When it was Chad’s 
turn, Captains Paul Voulet and Julien Chanoine took the lead of an 
“infernal column” which massacred to obtain food and carriers. “In 
May 1899, in Hausa country, the town of Birni N’Konni was taken and 
a large number of residents, men, women, and children, were killed 
while fleeing. This large village of more than 10,000 souls was 
completely destroyed. ”[398] Was similar carnage reported in the CFS? 


It was practically the same year that ended the exploration of the 
French possessions of which Pierre Savorgnan de Brazza was the 
General Commissioner from 1883 to 1897. Commercial exploitation 
began in 1898 with the allocation of 80% of the French Congo 
(Gabon, Moyen-Congo, Oubangui-Chari, and Tchad) to around forty 
companies which bought back rubber and ivory freely supplied by the 
population. These companies benefited from state prerogatives, as 
there was almost no presence of the French public administration. 
The companies committed abuses through murder and hostage 
taking. There were deaths in cells, forced carriage and abandonment 
of villages. Horrors similar to those of the CFS. 


Meanwhile, the whistleblowers and the press were on alert. 


The CFS Commission of Inquiry is better known. In 1905, Paris also 
dispatched its own mission to investigate in the French Congo, 
fifteen days after the scandals relating to facts dating back to 1903. 
Officials had executed a fugitive, drowned a thief of cartridges, or 
carried out fireworks on July 14, the French national holiday, by 
blowing up a black man with dynamite around his neck, and a stick 
of the explosive, stuck in his anus… 


So many upheavals since Brazzas departure 


The Italian explorer has always represented a kind of soft colonial 
conquest, opposed to the brutalityl?°?1l attributed to his Congolese 
challenger, the British Henry Morton Stanley. 


Everything will oppose Paris to Laeken. After a century, Brazza will 
have a grandiose mausoleum in the city that still bears his name, 


while in the DR Congo, the Stanley monument has been debunked, 
and his town namel??0l removed. 


Brazza had been fired when, to save Paris, he was more critical of 
the CFS. That's why he cannot be suspected of indulging in 
Leopold II. 


Brazza Memorial, in Brazzaville, © ARR. 


In 1905, Paris recalled Brazza and sent him to investigate in the 
French Congo. His reporti®?!l was not found until 1965. Printed in 
eight copies, the findings of the Mission of Inquiry into the French 
Congo had not been made public so as not to embarrass France. The 
document disappeared for fifty years, and the history of Central 
Africa was turned upside down, as if it was forged. 


But if Brazza had revealed similarities between Laeken and Paris, 
“Thus human courts acquit the strong, and doom the weak, as 
therefore wrong”"[4021! 


Already, in front of French public opinion, the massacres of Voulet 
and Chanoine in Chad had been blamed on “sudanite”, a colonial 
madness due to heat, thirst and hunger. Which would establish a link 
with the insanity of Kurtz, the hero of Heart of Darkness. 


The conviction of the pyrotechnist on July 14, 1903, to 5 years of 
imprisonment was outrageous, because he had killed only a black 
man... In general, the French-Congo severely punished black 
perpetrators of atrocities, while the Whites benefited from a general 
dismissal. But in the CFS, whites were sentenced to up to 20 years in 
prison. Etc. 


Without the exactions of the French exonerating Leopold Il, they 
took place in a territory witnessing the same Leopodian misdeeds: 
the same population separated by the same rivers (Congo and 
Oubangui), the same horrors (including cannibalism) linked to the 
exploitation of rubber and ivory. 


There were the same tax structures on both sides that allowed 
business enterprises to collect the head tax and make use of armed 
coercion. 


The population was mixed. Casement says that, among those who 
had deserted villages on the left bank (in the CFS), some had taken 
refuge on the right bank. 


Better still, some companies have operated on both sides… 
Anversoise and Abir, reputed to be murderous in the CFS, had taken 
stakes in concessions in the French Congol4031l, sending employees 
there to implement their methods. This is how the Mpokol® 
company had at least 667 people killed. In addition, through the 
effect of equity investments in Congolese companies, the CFS found 
itself a shareholder in French companies. 


And to enrich the comparison, it was found that Brazza himself 
would have encouraged the exploitation of rubber... because “the 
protection of the population would be the safest hygiene for the 
goose that lays golden eggs, namely the wood that weeps: trees, 
lianas, and rubber grass!"[“03l However, the Brazza Commission noted 
better organization and achievements by the Belgian king for the 
population, in medical matters, forced labour, and justice![406! 


About labour, the Brazza report criticizes the regulation of seeing 
people as aware of their theoretical rights, while in the CFS, civil 
servants had to ensure that they had an accurate understanding of 
contractual clauses... Like what, French egalitarianism would have 
continued the exploïitation of slaves by their masters.… 


It added: “In the state of Congo, officials must systematically take up 
the defence of the population. The public prosecutor acts by himself 
in civil lawsuits in the interest of the people, because they would 
renounce, out of ignorance or inertia, to obtain compensation for the 
damage suffered.” Since the publication of the Brazza reportl407l, 
Paris has been attacked as strongly as Leopold |1(4081. Both would be 
the same.… 


But the French government, recognizing itself in the colonial 
excesses, admitted that “between the two powers, Paris deserved 
the place of Leopold Il on the bench of the accused! * Then it 
concluded that France * had done what it was forbidden to do; it 
hadn't done what it was told to do. "(40% The similarity of the 
“colonial violence” on both sides of the river would suggest that if 
there had been 10 million dead here, there could have been as many 
there. And if there hadn't been so many there, here too! 


[387] Article 1,1 of the Berlin Act, 1885. 
[388] Wulf Bodenstein, Exploring Africa, op.cit. 


[3891 According to Charles Liebrechts, secretary general of the 
Interior Department of the CFS, Léopold |l, fondateur dEmpire, 
op.cit. 


[3901 * Once forfeiture was proclaimed, there would be a dissection of 
the corpse and a distribution among the neighbouring colonial 
powers: England, Germany, and France” in Boillot-Robert, Léopold Il 
et le Congo, 1904. 


[391] Exchange of letters between Colonel Strauch and Jules Ferry in 
April 1884. 


[392] Edmund D. Morel, The British Case in French Congo. The Story 
of a Great Injustice, its Causes and its Lessons, London, 1903. 


[393] Belgian Royal Palace. 
[394] District commissioner of Ecuador. 


[395] In 1895, his flower garden in Kisangani was surrounded by 21 
skulls. 


[396] La Cocarde, 28 September 1896, in Sarah Diffalah, op.cit. 
[397] Bourkina Faso. 
[398] Wikipedia. 


[399] Although he himself recognized that: “Mouini Moukata 
(Livingstone), who has travelled further than most Arabs, said to me: 
if one proceeds gently and speaking civilly, one can pass without 
danger among the wildest peoples of Africa “in The autobiography of 
Sir Henry Morton Stanley, Boston, New York, Houghton Mifflin, 1909. 


[400] Stanleyville has become Kisangani. 
[401] Le rapport Brazza.op.cit. 
[402] La Fontaine, The Animals Sick Of The Plague. 


[403] D. Vangroenweghe, The “Leopold II” concession system exported 
to French Congo, Revue belge d’histoire contemporaine, 2006. 


[404] According to Jean Stengers, Combien…., op.cit. this portfolio was 
sold in 1926 for the benefit of the colony and not Belgium. 


[4051 Quoted by Stephen Smith in Carnets de voyage au Congo, 
leMonde, 2002. 


[406] Rapport Brazza, op.cit. p 190. 
[407] Despite 47 grooming required by the French government. 


[408] Vincent Bailly & Tristan Thil, Le Rapport Brazza, Le premier 
secret dEtat de la "Francafrique”, Futuropolis, 2018. 


[409] Rapport Brassa, op.cit, p 296. 


The nationalization of Abir and the “reset” 


Administrative censuses, carried out in the CFS since 1891, were 
real. These are reliable sources, and perhaps unique in Africa at that 
time, which allow assessments or trends of populations in particular 
places and times. But they are set aside by demographers aesthetics 
for two-pronged male / female age pyramids, while also referring to 
Stanley's arbitrary year, 1880! 


The first global census, in 1925, took place at a time when, 
throughout Africa, there was the stabilization of populations and 
their growth at first slowly, then accelerated. This population boom 
is attributed to colonial health policies which led to decreases in 
mortality and increases in fertilityi*101. 


African culture is to have a lot of children. It comes from the wisdom 
and survival instincts of families and communities. Many children 
were needed because, unfortunately, few survived due to infant 
mortality. It is also used to sew two kernels of corn at the same time, 
to increase the chances of keeping one plant![#111 


Thus, after 1925, the Congo had grosso modo followed the general 
trend of African demography, with a population multiplied by 10 in 
the space of a century. And if, as a simple illustration, the average 
African density was 4 inhabitants per km2 in 1900[4121, there would 
be, for the 2.345 million km2 of the Congo, 9,380,000 inhabitants, 
which would be close to 10,303,932 in 1925. 


Here, again, the number of deaths, according to Mark Twain! 


But Twain could say anything; he was not paid to report the truth. 
His literary talents were admirable. It was only after his time that 
the cinema produced very realistic works without being able to 
deceive the public, with special effects where hands covered with 
tomato paste and coming out of the screen are more realistic than 
real “hands cut off’. With talented artists, the reality is not in the 
materiality of the works, but in the emotions they arouse. 


Twain’s other handicap is that he never went to Africa. But three 
groups of people descended on the ground. 


Roger Casement arrived in the Congo in 1887; in 1890 he met Joseph 
Conrad there; he then left the country in 1892 and later returned 
there, as the British consul, in 1900. In 1903, he carried out a mission 
to inspect the living conditions of British subjects; this enabled him 
to denounce the atrocities committed against the population. He 
mainly visited the province of Ecuador. 


In 1905, Leo Il sent a Commission of Inquiry to the Congo to 
“investigate whether, in some parts of the territory, acts of 
mistreatment were committed against the population, either by 
individuals or by agents of the State, to point out any useful 
improvements and to formulate, in the event that the investigation 
finds abuses, proposals for the best ways to put an end to them for 
the well-being of the inhabitants and the good governance of the 
territories’. The Commission followed in Casement's footsteps, 
between Kinshasa and Kisangani. Once again, the scene of atrocities 
was Ecuador! 


In 1909, Prince Albert widely inspected the country, from South to 
North, and, then, the area of Casement and Commission 
observations, between Kisangani and Kinshasa. 


These three trips in 1903, 1905 and 1909 revealed anomalies in the 
management of the CFS. 


Everyone, Casement, the Commission, and Albert had seen 
judgesl4131 condemning those who attacked the population. None of 
the three travel reports mentioned a mass extinction of the 
populationi®!41; the country was neither filled with amputees nor 
ittered with the graves of 10 million dead! 


All these three trips of 1903, 1905 and 1909 relativized the accounts 
of atrocities with colours and outlines relating to their material 
reality, their gravity, the dates and places of occurrence, 
sustainability and territorial extension. 


The difference between the three is that Casement proposed the 
colonization of the Congo by another power, while 1905 and 1909 
made recommendations. 


In reaction, the CFS issued numerous regulations to respond to 
criticism from the Congo Reform Association, as well as to the 


suggestions of the Commission of Inquiry and to the next vision of 
colonization by Belgium. 


In 1906, the imposition of ordinary work was prohibited; tax recovery 
in services could only be carried out by public officials or through the 
intervention of local chiefs; armed foremen and sentries could no 
longer intervene. Taxpayers, already paid for their work, were given 
a bonus in goods and vouchersi#19l, etc. 


In 1906, the Crown Foundation was ceded to the CFS. Also in 1906, 
the CFS nationalized the companies in Ecuador involved in crimes 
against humanity: the Anglo-Belgian India Rubber Company (ABIR) 
and the Sociéte Anversoise du Commerce au Congo (Anversoise). 


Conventions entre l'État, Ia Société Abir 
el la Sociëlé Anversoise du Commerce an Congo. 


Par conventions en date du 12 septembre 1go6, 
autorisées par décret de même date. 

1° La Société Abir a fait à l'État abandon de tous 
les avantages résultant de sa concession, à condition 
que l'État lui cêde, sur quai à Anvers, et ce jusqu'au 
26 septembre 1952, le cavutchouc qu'il retirera du 
territoire qui lui avait été concédé, au prix de fr. 4.50 
le kilogramme, ce prix pouvant donner lieu à revision 
“tous les cinq ans. La cession du dit caoutchouc pourra 
être remplacée, aprês chaque période de douze ans et 
à certaines conditions, par le paiement annuel d'une 
‘somme d'argent. 


2° La Société Anversoise du Comrmerce au Congo a 
fait à l'Etat abandon de tous les avantages résultant 
de sa concession, à condition que l'Etat lui cède, sur 
quai à Anvers, et ce jusqu'au 3r décembre 1952, le 
caoutchouc qu'il retivrera du territoire qui lui avait 
été concédé, au prix de fr. 4.50 le kilogramme, ce 
prix pouvant donner lieu à revision tous les cinq ans. 
La cession du dit caoutchouc pourra être rermplacée, 
après chaque période de douze ans et à certaines 
conditions, par le paiement annuel d'une somme 
d'argent. 


In accordance with the universal principles of nationalization, Abir and the 
Anversoise were to be compensated. 
In English on page 262. 


The most important event of 1906 was that the Belgians released the 
wild card from his 1890 loan, which gave him as an unpaid creditor 
the right to take over the CFS. To the rage of France, which had 


priority, and of the other envious powersi#16l. A Belgium, which had, 
until then, refused to colonize. 


The cession of the Congo to Belgium took place in 1908 by the treaty 
of 1907, in due form, then ratified by the parliament. It is still the 
only time ín history that an African country, already independent, 
has become a colony! 


In 1908, the Colonial Charterl*171, which was the country's first 
Constitution, solemnly prohibited forced labour on behalf of 
companies or individuals. Until then, the ban derived, indirectly, 
from labour law{41ël. 


In 1909, the crown prince, Albert, travelled 4000 km across the 
country, on foot, by bicycle, on horseback, by canoe and by boat. He 
exchanged with local authorities, Congolese and foreigners. They 
could tell him anything and even criticize the CFS, which had just 
ended. And he, a handsome prince, afforded the lucidity to write: 
“Work ín Africa, gold in Brussels, is the motto of the colonial regime!” 


In 1909, Leopold Il had the elegance to die. For its part, rubber fell 
in price and never recovered! Exit the infernal couple, Leopold Il-red 
rubber! 


This was a reset. The Congo has become an ordinary colonyl#1°1. In 
1911, England admitted the Belgian Congo colony. The humanitarian 
campaign ran out of steam. The Congo Reform Association was 
dissolved[#20l. E. D. Morel discredited himself by taking a stand for 
Germany, which was engaged in the First World War. Roger Casement 
went to the rubber fields in Perul®21l where there were atrocities 
comparable to those he denounced in Congo. The Irishman was 
campaigning for the independence of the Catholic Island; he was 
condemned and hanged by the British crown for which he had fought 
Leopold Il, for his reign over the Congo! 


[410] In the Belgian Congo, the birth rate will also be encouraged by 
progressive family allowances; they were higher for the younger than 
for the older ones. In the 1950s, the th child was automatically the 
kings godchild; the administrator of the territory represented the 


King at baptisms and brought gifts there. Many children were thus 
named Baudouin, the name of the King of the Belgians. 


[1] The decline in infant mortality has bothered the customs that 
are sought to be reshaped by birth control policies. 


[412] J-P Tuquoi, Afrique: le grand rattrapage démographique, Le 
Monde, 2007. 


[13] The Casement report reproduces a judgment of 7 pages, very 
picky. 


[14] According to Casement, villages had been deserted; but the 
people who moved were not dead. 


[415] Decree of June 3,1906. 


[416] Britain reportedly drafted a Congo partition map between 
France, Germany, and Portugal. 


[417] Law of October 18, 1908, article 2. 
[418] Decree of November 8, 1888. 


[419] The novelist, A.Conan Doyle, transmitted a wrong opinion to 
scientists. 


[420] In 1913. 


[421] In Mario Vargas Llosa, Le rêve du Celte, Gallimard, 2011. 


Fascination for millions of dead! 


The country which had refused colonization, in 1885, had been, 
according to the criteria of that time, “the second industrial nation in 
the world, the first in Europe, with an iron and steel industry which 
carried out, between 1870 and 1890, the most important average 
production per blast furnace in the world. Belgium had in 1850 the 
highest density of railways per square kilometre in the world.”i4221 
The young country had obtained international recognition by the 
statute of neutrality, and consolidated its position thanks to the ties 
of kinship of its dynasty with the other reigning families of the 
Habsburgs. For his part, Leopold Il, barely of age, had in 1853, in his 
bank account, the wealth of 250,000 gold francs. Thanks to 
investments, he obtained 3,588,000 gold francs in 1858, then 5 
million in 1864 and 50 million in 1880[%231. Etc. With the cession of the 
Congo to Belgium, Leo Il had obtained the stature of a Golden 
Buddha, of a Belgian national hero. The public was no longer 
interested in the atrocities of the CFS days. There were other 
priorities. The whole world was shaken by revolutions and the bloody 
and humanitarian tragedies of two world wars.The degree of 
violence relegated colonial atrocities to the rank of “appetizers”. 
Cards and ideas were redistributed. With the right of people to self- 
determinationl®24l and the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights[429!, colonization has become a matter of the past. Barely 75 
years had passed since Berlin-1885 and, most importantly, Leopold II 
was dead and buried! 


In 1960, the Congo had a population of 14.7 million. 


At last count‚ the Belgian colonization lasted only 51 years. If the 
periods of the two world wars and the great economic crisis are 
deducted, it leaves only about twenty useful years flourishing in the 
late 1950s, unanimously qualified as “positive”, with its giant steps, 
for example, in education and in social and political reforms. 


Some colonial powers resisted and massacred the population[®26l. 
Belgium acted without a war of liberation. Lumumba recognizes this 


Belgian colonial exception: *……. Belgium, finally understanding the 
meaning of history, has not tried to oppose our independence"[4271. 
And in his understanding, Belgium had not granted sovereignty to the 
Congo, but had restored that of the CFS! 


In 1960, the Congo weighedi®28l only 1.8% of the world's rubber[42°1. 
The country's wealth was being pulled by state-controlled companies 
as a result of Leo II’s state affairism{[301. 


But everything changed on July 5, when the army, under the 
responsibility of Lumumba, who was at the same time Minister of 
Defense, mutinied. The country imploded and has never recovered. 
This is why it can be said that Belgian colonization has been 
particularly perverse or that independence has been precipitated. 
However, the independence of the Federation of Malilf31l was faster. 


Besides, the Congo had not been boned and left naked and skeletal! 
It has inherited a rich legacy of cartographic research, flora, fauna, 
minerals, territorial administration, education, health and 
infrastructure. 


In the basket, there was, in response to the Leopoldian 
atrocities[4321, a special fundamental law on public freedomsl#33l. 
And safeguards. 


It is later that the most abject characteristic of colonization, namely 
the intensive exploitation through the plundering of non-renewable 
natural resources, will appear. Ivory put aside, the potential of the 
Congo had not been tappedi4341. 


It is almost unknown that there was, in 1960, a period of transition 
led by the high Belgian magistrate Walter Ganshof Van der Meersch, 
as well as a friendship treaty with Belgium ensuring temporary co- 
piloting. Lumumba boasted about it on June 30. 


In short, the Congolese machine could fly by inertia, on “automatic 
pilot”! But it was taken control by the sole legitimacy of having 
become the new owners. And the national plane crashed! 


High magistrate Walter Ganshof Van der Meersch congratulating Lumumba on 
his appointment as Prime Minister on June 23, 1960. © SOMA, NR. 42129. 
He was responsible for the political transition from the colonial government 
to independence and, as such, oversaw the elections. He later returned to 
the Congo and formed a scientific and enthusiastic relationship with the 
author. 


Historians will benefit from comparing the destinies of African 
heroes. Lumumba, who had gained independence without armed 
struggle, and Mandela, who made arrangements with his tormentors 
when he was bearing fresh scars from Apartheid. If Lumumba led, 
would he have been different from Kwame Nhrumah and Sekou Touré 
who disappeared miserably? 


But there was never a fatality in the Congo. The descendants of the 
“hands cut off’ were provided with two valid hands to live and 
prosper! 


Thirteen years earlier, another subcontinent had botched 
independence. India burst into flames: Mahatma Gandhi was 


assassinated and the Muslims fled to create Pakistan. India has 
recovered; it is an emerging country{#2°1. 


During the Congos descent into hell, global upheavals occurred, 
unrelated to the former Belgian-Congolese coupling: notably the fall 
of the Berlin Wall, the end of Marxist ideologies and activism, the 
conversion of China to international capitalism, etc. 


Horrors more appalling than those of Leo Il were committed on all 
continents, were renewed and culminated in Africa with the 
genocide in Rwanda. This three-month tragedy caused, relatively, 7 
times more victimsl436l than the 10 million from Leo II! But the Congo 
has become the collateral victiml43/l of Rwanda's “geostrategic 
domination policy” with the equivalent, for the same period, of 14.5 
million victims! And in the minds of the Congolese, Paul Kagame's 
goatee takes up more space than Leo II's long beard! 


In 1966, the author in front of the Leopold Il monument © Author. 


[422] E. Meuwissen et P.Hannaert, c'était au temps où la Belgique 
rayonnait, lesoir.be, November 1995. 


[423] Lucas Catherine, Léopold..., op.cit. 


[424] Charter of the United Nations of June 26, 1945 : « To develop 
friendly relations among nations based on respect for the principle of 


equal rights and self-determination of peoples... » 
[425] December 10, 1948. 

[426] Kenya, Madagascar, Cameroun, etc. 

[427] Speech of June 30, 1960. Independence Day. 


[428] In 2018, world production was 13.36 million tonnes of rubber, 
mainly from plantations of hevea trees, which last 35 to 40 years. 


[429] 35,557 tonnes out of a world production of 1,980,000 tonnes. 


[430] Including the Union Minière du Haut Katanga, which became 
Gécamines, covering up to 40% of the public budget and 60% of hard 
currency resources. 


[431] Between January 16 and June 20, 1960. 


[432] Jules Marchal ignores the nationalization of Abir to use as a 
historical source the verdict of the novelist Arthur Conan Doyle : “if 
immediately after the absorption of the state of Congo (…), it had 
returned to the land, put an end completely to the regime of forced 
labour, and cancelled the contracts of the concessionaire companies 
(.), then Belgium could have continued its colonizing enterprise on 
the same footing as the other states, once atoned for its crimes … it 
did nothing. For a year now, she has persevered in the evil ways of 
her predecessor. His colony is a scandal spread in the eyes of the 
whole world. The era of murder and mutilation is, hopefully, over, 
but the country is plunged into a fearful and hopeless state of 
slavery.”, in Sanderson, La démographie, op.cit. 


[433] Law of June 17, 1960 (separate from that of May 19, on state 
structures). 


[434] Belgian colonization had crisscrossed the country and assigned 
resources to regions: “the province of Kasai made diamonds; that of 
Katanga, copper, zinc, tin, cobalt, manganese, etc. The Oriental 
Province produced gold. But not everything has been inventoried or 
exploited. Thus, long after independence, diamonds were discovered 
in the Kisangani area. 

Kalala Budimbwa, a mining engineer, indicates that colonization had 
punctured 260 million carats of diamonds, but from independence to 
2007, 430 million were extracted, and respectively, 72,000 tons of 
cobalt compared to 165,000 after 1960. Only gold production has 
decreased from 248 to 103 tons. For copper, 4,900,000 tons were 


taken in 51 years of colonization and as much in 3/7 years of 
independence; but in the 2010s, copper production will exceed one 
million tons per year, that is, as much in four years as the Belgians 
did ín 51 years “. In Marcel Yabili, Chronique,‚op.cit 


[435] M. Yabili, Really, op.cit. 


[436] 10 million in 23 years, making 36,000 victims per month 
compared to 266,666 victims per month in Rwanda. 


[437] Based on data from the International Rescue Committee (IRC). 


Shaken from his pedestal 


The mark of Leopold Il, named the Builder, was great in Belgium, 
where his reign remains the longest of the dynasty. In addition, 
Belgium inherited from the monarch a colony,‚ resources, and 
achievements, all reasons for its unity. 


On June 30, 1960, Baudouin Ist opened his speech by declaring that 
“the independence of the Congo constitutes the culmination of the 
work conceived by the genius of King Leopold Il, undertaken by him 
with tenacious courage”. 


Modest, the Belgian king did not say that the process was also his 
personal work. The day after the riots of January 1959, he promised 
independence, “without tergiversation”. And to set himself apart 
from the Belgian political and administrative circles, he sent his 
brother, Prince Albert, to organize his last trip to the Congo, from 
which he brought back the Round Table meeting and immediate 
independence. 


After June 30, 1960, Leo Il had become an old piece of furniture, 
archiving old Belgian parliamentary debates and dissenting 
publications{®3l. The shadow of the monarch only rarely appeared, 
in a few scholarly papers. 


Upheavals in the Congo made the headlines in the international 
media. In 1961 alone, the infernal machine crushed, in turn, Prime 
Minister Lumumba and UN Secretary General Dag Hammarskjöld. The 
Congo and its past have become the subject of attractive papers and 
books. Bestsellers. 


In 1962, the geographer Michel Merlierl2°! published by Maspéro, 
then the sanctuary of the Left, a materialist, unambiguous and 
biased historiographical reading grid, of economic and social 
exploitation from Leopold Il until independence. It is still used to 
decipher decolonization. 


Surprisingly, it was on the banks of the river Thames where he was 
slain that the postcolonial Leopold Il was praised. 


In 1962, George Martelli gave satisfaction to the colonization which 
made the Congo the first country in Africa and to Leo Il for his genius 
and his sense of management of the CFSÌ4401. 


But in 1963, the Scottish journalist Neal Ascherson, spoke again of 
Leo Il. Otherwise! His bookl®“!l depicts a rogue and greedy 
negotiator, “an old, white-bearded Satan who used black slaves to 
make money to woo young girls.” With the Congolese system being 
too viciously short-term, nobody could even speak of exploitation, 
but of continual plunder. Etc. Also evoked are the atrocities as well 
as “hands cut off”. 


In 1970, the play by Dutch-speaking Hugo Claus[*#2] launched the first 
stink balls. But to laugh at a quirky, ambitious, and childish Leo II. In 
1979, British historian Barbara Emersoni4#l wrote the first 
mainstream biography of Leo Il. In shades of gray. A specimen of the 
political and economic period of the “rush to Africa” and the cultural 
period of the Belle Epoque, marked by the conquests of technology, 
free enterprise, and Art Nouveau. “He is clever, devious, cunning, 
and deceitful’. The French version of the play, which came out in 
1980, crowns the Kingdoms 150th anniversary with Leo Il on the 
podium announcing, on his accession, to make a “bigger and more 
beautiful Belgium” well before he became interested in Africa. 


But Belgium is divided. The greatness of Leopold II is linked to the 
past wealthy, but now impoverished French-speaking Wallonia, while 
Dutch-speaking Flanders is prospering. As the country's unity rests on 


its dynasty, it was fought by those who no longer wanted Belgium. 
[444] 


In 1981, following the frustrations aroused by the jubileel4“5! of 1980 
and by the recovering stature of Leopold Il, a Dutch speaker 
unearthed rosaries of abuse on the Congolese population. But Julien 
Weverberghi446l was not prepared for it; he put together notes and 
quotes for broadcasting. This “patchwork” describes a system of 
exploitation at the cost of multiple atrocities and the depopulation 
of the country. “In Ecuador Province, in Bokongo: 50,000 inhabitants 
in 1890, less than 5,000 in 1903. In Bolobo, 40,000 in 1887, but 8,000 
in 1903. On the southern coast of Kisangani, 5,000 in 1887 but barely 
500 in 1903. Etc. On three pages.”[4471 And to strike everyone's mind, 
Weverbergh republishes appalling caricaturesl®8l of Leopold Il in 
action in Africa. 


The message of the anti-monarchists is logical. Leopold Il had 
brought greatness to Belgium with a fortune stolen from the Congo 
and stained with blood; the brave Belgians had to disgurgitate these 
poisoned gifts and vomit the alleged benefactor who had transferred 
his criminal wealth to the royal family, also paid by the Belgian 
state. 


This African fortune, as mysterious as the cellars of the Vatican, 
would amount to nearly 2.533 billion US dollarsl4°1! But in terms of 
foreign exchange reserves, this amount would place the Belgian 
dynasty at number two in the world, after China! 


In 1985, it was the centenary of the CFS, that odious work of 
Leopold Il. The event excites another Dutch speaking. Daniel 
Vangroenweghe is then a teacher. 


Ten years earlier, he gathered Congolese oral sources which would 
have corroborated the Casement Report which he translated and 
annotated[4301. Its speciality is the provincel“51l of Ecuadorl#°2l and 
the "CFS Private Domain"[4231. 


Vangroenweghe is feverish and in a hurry to throw a paving stone 
against the idyllic image of Leo Il, he self-published immediately in 
1985, but had to revise his copy three times before releasing in 1986 
the Blood on the Lianas, Leopold Il and his Congol*°41. 


But Vangroenweghe misses switches. On the one hand, he made a 
stink ball of the violence of military campaigns and fiscal constraints, 
although they were well circumscribed in space and time, according 
to his own accounts, and flooded, with Ecuador’s blood, the whole 
country, six times larger, both for the 23 years of the CFS and for the 
51 years of the Belgian colonization. 


On the other hand, Vangroenweghe lodges all the fortune of the 
states ‘private domain” in the monarch's pocket, while it covered 
public expenditure and local achievements. He goes so far as to 
assert that there was not a single hospital for Blacks before 1914! 
But twenty years earlier, a photo had been taken of the Hospital for 
Blacks in Boma. 


Hospital for Blacks in Boma, 1893, © MRAC, A. Mahieu AP0.0. 1692. 


“Between 1880 and 1908, approximately 13 million human lives were 
destroyed, a heavy toll for installing colonization,” states 
Vangroenweghe, before freeing himself from all control, because 
Leo Il would have burned his archives! But he returns fighting twenty 
years later, in 2006, on the sidelines of the Brazza Report, to show 
that the predation of Leo Il had been exported to the French Congo, 
[455] Which would be evidence for the prosecution or defence in its 
long fight. 


However, in 1985, the Congo had 25 years of independence. And the 
history of the Congo did not belong any more to Belgians. All the 
people in Kinshasa read Blood on the Lianas, but they closed the 
book! 


Nevertheless, the Belgian public clamour over the splashes of blood 
at the beginning of colonization and on the beard of Leopold II should 
exacerbate the usual cordial disagreement between Brussels and 
Kinshasa. A boon for Mobutu, who could boast of being an Ecuadorian 
native, a witness and a legitimate denouncer of the “blood on the 
Lianas’. He had just built for himself an “equatorial forest Versailles” 
in Gbadolite, formerly Banzyville, in the far north. For that, he was 
nicknamed "De Banzy'”. 


Gbadolite 
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Gbadolite, former Banzyville, is in the far north of Ecuador. The map shows 
the multiplicity of rubber stations in the equatorial forest. This density is 
not representative of the whole Congo, but the contrary. 


But this is a region of savannah. The exploitation of rubber started 
there late, in 1900, without any commercial company. CFS agents 
operated with appalling authority and repression, while sleeping 
sickness was rampant. The absence of rubber trees and lianas forced 
people to travel long distances to find grass rubber. 


This exploitation was studied through the eyes of a Congolesel“36! 
and a Belgianl®>/1. In eight years, Banzyville had supplied only 156.7 
tons of rubber, an average of 20 tons per year with a forced labour of 


200 peoplel438l. A torturer, "ZeBayi, the leopard’, was caught, 
sentenced and condemned{45?1. 


Gbadolite did not fit into the mould of commercial companies that 
raged with sentries. There were no “Lianas rubber. There were no 
“hands cut off” either. 


Nevertheless, Mobutu is aggressive towards Belgium; he launches a 
cry that has become famous: “who helps whom?” He wants a balance 
sheet! He demands that Belgium pay all debts, even moral ones, to 
the Congo. In particular, since the Belgians accused him, in 1988, of 
embezzling the population's money; this was the fault of Leopold II! 
Mobutu sent to Brussels, on a “high-ranking and clarifying mission” 
Gerard Kaman-a wa Kamanda, Mpinga Kasenda, and José Patrick 
Nimy Mayidika Ngimbil%60l. 


The three dignitaries debate live on television with Belgians[461l who 
are beaten by knockout, according to the Congolese. 


The deflowered and combative Congolese political elite ignored 
Vangroenweghe's perorations. The “Blood on the Lianas’” did not have 
the amplitude it was supposed to have. This distanciation from a kind 
of colonial past was shared[62l, 


In 1987, the Congolese Albert Tshibangu-Wa-Mulumba, a university 
lecturer, dipped his pen in blood. “Of 40 million, only 10 million 
survived Leopold II. In the province of Bas-Congo, two thirds of the 
population disappeared ”. But on balance, he defends a “true 
colonization”, the one of encounters and human contactlé3]. 


“Homage to you, Colonization! You engendered our states, intangibly 
sacred in their current border... You offered me a country, you 
enhanced it, you decompartmentalized the tribes, brought together 
dissenting brothers and sisters, and forced them to support each 
other, to know each other, to live together, to get married, to love 
each other... Your breath, Colonization, brings me everywhere, my 
human emotions, enriched with living affection!” Etc. 


[438] Including Félicien Cattier, Étude sur la situation de VEIC (as 
CFS),1906. 


[439] Le Congo, de la colonisation, op.cit. His true name is Auguste 
Maurel. 


[440] Leopold to Lumumba. A History of the Belgian Congo, 
Chapman&Hall, 1962. 


[41] The King incorporated : Leo Il in the Age of Trusts, Allen & 
Unwin, 1963 


[442] Het leven en de werken van Leopold Il, 1970. 


[443] Leopold Il of the Belgians: King of Colonialism, 
Weidenfeldä&Nicolson, 1979. 


[444] The linguistic quarrel even rose in the Congo in the 1950s with 
the requirement of bilingualism. As a reminder, the CFS was French- 
speaking … But at the time, the challenge for the Congolese elite 
was to conquer the same rights as whites, both to studying the same 
books and to getting higher jobs. Learning about “our ancestors, the 
Gauls" or the Dutch in “Op nieuwe wegen" was not violent. But it was 
otherwise perceived by people. One day, some Congolese tried to 
withdraw their savings from the Caisse d ‘Epargne when it displayed 
the name of an unknown Greek-sounding co-owner, “Spaarkas”, which 
was the Dutch translation! They used to respond to the “nigger” insult 
by shouting “dirty Flemish"! 


[445] 150 years since Belgium’s independence in 1830. 


[446] Translated into French, La plus grande affaire de Léopold de 
Saxe-Cobourg, Ed.Paris Manteau-Amsterdam-Brussel. 


[447] According to Lucas Catherine, Léopold Il, op.cit. 


[448] John Grand-Carteret, Léopold Il. Roi des Belges et des Belles, 
1908. 


[449] Lucas Catherine, op.cit. 


[450] J.L.Vellut et D. Vangroenwesghe, Le Rapport Casement : Rapport 
de R. Casement, consul britannique, sur son voyage dans le Haut- 
Congo (1903),Volume VI d'Enquêtes et documents d’histoire 
africaine, UCL, 1985 


[451] Les premiers traités avec les chefs indigènes par Vangele à 
Equateur-Station en 1883-1884. D'apres des documents inedits, 
Aequatoria, 1980 ; Léo Il et le Congo. District de l'Equateur et 
Domaine de la Couronne, Bruges,1985. 


[452] Charles Lemaire à l’Équateur. Son journal inédit 1891-1893, in 
Annales A£quatoria, 1986. The ‘Leopold Il concession, op.cit, 2006. 


[453] Not to be confused with the "Crown Domain” which supplied the 
“Crown Foundation” for the realization of works in Belgium. 


[454] Rood Rubber: Léopold Il en zijn Kongo, also Didier Hatier. 
[455] D. Vangroenweghe, The ‘Leopold Il concession system, op.cit 


[456] Te Mobusa Nebwapkwa, L'exploitation du caoutchouc par l'état 
independant du Congo dans le territoire de Banzyville, district 
d'Ubangi (1900-1908), Civilisation, Revue internationale 
anthropologie et sciences humaines, Nr 41, 1993. 


[457] André Ergo, L'exploitation du caoutchouc sylvestre dans le 
district de Ubangi (1900-1908 EIC), http: //abergo1.e-monsite.com/ 


[458] 40 hours of work to obtain 6 kg per month or 9% kg per year. 


[459] Officer R. Arnold was sentenced to 12 years in prison for his 
murderous conduct in the neighbouring Bangala district. 


[460] Members of the boards of the MPR single party and of the 
government. 


[461] Colette Braeckman of Le Soir and Paul Goossens of Morgen. 


[462] This generation of the Congolese elite was also serene about the 
other plunder, that of African art pieces. It was Mobutu who 
demanded its restitution in 1973 (at the 28th UN General Assembly, 
October 4, 1973). * The Tervuren Museum responded favourably and 
sent some pieces to Kinshasa, but they ended up on the market. 
Fortunately, they were copies … The conclusion is that these pieces 
of art are rather better preserved ín the hands of the “looters” and it 
is desirable that they remain there for the happiness of future 
generations who, one day, will be able to appreciate them at their 
true value, and safeguard them’. In Evariste Mabi Mulumba, Les 
coulisses du pouvoir sous Mobutu, ULG, 2011. 


[4631 Hommage à la colonisation, Editions Okem, 1987 


Hitler! Stalin! Pol Pot! 


Ten years passed in a world in turmoil: the fall of the Berlin Wall, the 
quest for democracy in Africa, the genocide in Rwanda. 


A Belgian, a Congolese and an American drew their pens to slash 
Laeken. They play on a single string, a single partition, as if the 
colonial system, with its errors and fatalities, were imagined by 
Leopold Il and Belgium. As if the other side of the coin, because 
colonial, had no face! The trio meet on the advisory committee of 
resolutely anti-colonization Belgian websitel4641. 


In 1996, a former Belgian diplomat took advantage of access to his 
ministrys archives to steal documents, not at all secret, but which 
had not yet been declassified. Jules Marchal was sanctioned for this 
indelicacy; he drew from that a hatred of Belgium and the energy to 
publish abundant works on the CFS[465 and the adventures of the 
humanitarian campaign of the Congo Reform Association with E.D. 
Morel, Casement, and, above all, the “hands cut off"[4661, 


Marchal is not writing history, but a voluntary, one-sided, and 
frenzied advocacy; for prosecution and always for prosecution! For 
example, as already mentioned, he speaks of Morel, who noted the 
boats unloading ivory and rubber in the port of Antwerp and 
returning to Africa with cannons; they were not intended to 
massacre black people, but to cannon slavery strongholds, in 
execution of the Brussels Treaty of 1890. Marchal figures the earnings 
of Leopold Il at 1.1 billion US dollarsl#6/1. 


In 1997, the first great Congolese historian, Isidore Ndaywel E Nziem, 
published Histoire du Zaïre, de l’héritage ancien à l'âge 
contemporain.[468l It’s a 900-page brick. But barely 2%, or a quarter 
of the bibliography, is devoted to Leopold Il “on the edge of 
madness”. 


This dismissal of the “hands cut off’ to the rear of the country's 
history is not accidental. Ndaywell places a tourniquet on the blood 
lianas; according to him, “hands cut off" are one of the kinds of 
social, economic, and health[46?l dislocations that occurred, less 


because of Leo Il, than because of the changes imposed on the ways 
of life and the organization of the population. These traumas of 
integration into the outside world are the basis of depopulation. 
“Between 1880 and 1908, nearly 13 million lives were destroyed; a 
heavy price of access to colonization”. 


Période de V'EIC 
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5 al10 millions de morts 


ESTIMATED TOLLS OF DEATHS 
CFS (or EIC) period 1885 to 1908 
Ndaywell evolved in three ways. 
On the one hand, he no longer refers to Stanley’s year of 1880, but to 1885. 
Then, the period covered is 45 years. 
Finally, the toll varies between 5 and 10 million deaths. 


In the following editions, Ndaywell revises his figures. In 2008,[4701 he 
affirms that there were 15 to 20 million inhabitants in 1880. The 
depopulation was from 5 to 10 million people in 50 yearsl471l, 
between 1880 and 1930, not because of Leo Il but because of 
calamities linked to the introduction of “civilization”. 


In 2010[4721, he reaffirms a population in 1880 of 15 to 20 million, 
with the depopulation of 5 to 10 million people in 45 years[#731, from 
1885 to 1930, not because of Léopold Il, but because of the 
occurrence of many traumatisms during the introduction of 
“civilization”. 

Meanwhile, in 1998, the Congo plunged into an era of instability, 
looting and atrocities, which lasted as long as the CFS. The 
massacres are almost banalized: millions of displaced people; as 


many daily deaths as New York victims of the attacks of September 
11, 2001. The Congo needs projectors focused on the present and the 
future rather than on the ghost of Leo Il. Except that the descents 
into hell make successful novels and films. 


Adam Hochschild is an American journalist. From the beginning, he 
counts his quest. “In 1961, | sat wearily and stiff in the back of a 
plane flying over the United States from east to west.” He discovers 
Mark Twain and learns that the “population of the Congo has 
decreased from 25 million to 15 million in twenty years"[#741. With 
ten million dead, Leo Il would equal Hitler, Stalin and Pol Pot! 


No one had thought of it before! And the American started a “literary 
business" to produce a successful storyl4751. 


Hochschild neglects nothing. The original English version of the 
bestseller is released at the same time as the French translation. The 
shock is global! 


He does not consult essential documents, including the 10,000 pages 
of the Official Bulletin, the codes and laws of the CFS; he has not 
read the 1905 Commission of Inquiry Reportl476l or the Brazza 
Report. Etc. 


The truth doesn't matter! Selling the story, does! 


What matters is to replace the shock of the images of the pyramid of 
Cheops surrounded by chained skeletons with the weight of the 
words: “ghost!” Holocaust!” 


The scenario has a villain: the Machiavellian Leo II and his unfulfilled 
thirst for rubber, which leads to hands being cut off, looting, 
summary executions, torture, massacres, forced labour, and terror. 
The good guys are black American missionaries, Morel, Casement, 
and even the novelist Joseph Conrad. Marchal, whose worksl4771 have 
no repercussions, documented the Americanl#78l who expressed his 
gratitude to himl#7?1. 


Usually, massacres are counted by the “addition” of victims. 
Hochshild operates by “subtraction”; he subtracts from an earlier and 
higher number of inhabitants, a later and smaller population to find 
the number of “disappeared” that he says are real. 


As this result is provided by Mark Twain, Hochshild makes another 
subtraction: if in 1908 there were 15 million survivors and 10 million 


dead, it was because the Congo was populated by 25 million. In 
1920, as the remaining population was 10 million compared to Mark 
Twain's 10 million dead, the past population had been 20 million. And 
finally, with 7 million inhabitants, because of 10 million dead, there 
were 17 million Congolese. In short, Hochshild's only truth is that 10 
million deaths allow him to talk about a big massacre. Is Mark Twain's 
fantasy suitable for a journalist? But everyone can refer to “historical 
criticism” to verify the internal consistency of a historian's or a 
journalists story in order to discover the truth! 


For his calculation, Hochchild knows that there was no real census in 
1880, despite Stanley's pifometre. Then the Congo did not exist 
within its borders and the entire river basin was still “unexplored” 
and deprived of any possibility of quantification. 
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The share of 10,000,000 deaths attributable to Léopold Il would be 13%. 
Contrary to what he trumpets, Hochschild has diluted his accusations against 
Leopold Il in two directions. 

On the one hand, the period covered has increased to 45 years, meaning 21 
years after the death of the monarch. 

On the other hand, he mentions multiple causes that would reduce the 
action of Leopold Il to about 13%. 


This is how Hochshild accepts anything: a population of 25, then 20, 
then 17 million! He is not convinced that the “hands cut off” caused 
10 million deaths. He divides the victims into four main causes: 
murder, starvation (exhaustion and bad weather), disease, and a 
reduced birth rate. There, he makes a mistake by making Leo ll 
responsible for the quarter of the dead, that is to say, 2.5 million 
missing. He is not convinced either that the 10 million came from 
the atrocities which would have been committed during the 23 years 
of the CFS. He spread them out over 28 years (1880 to 1908 for 25 
million initially), then 40 years (1880 to 1920 for 20 million) and 
finally 45 years (1880 to 1925 for 17 million). His mistake is serious: 
with the 23 years of the CFS and the responsibility of a quarter of the 
dead for “hands cut off”, there are respectively[4801 2.0 million or 20% 
(against 25 million in 1880); 1.4 million or 14% (for 20 million in 
1880) and 1.3 million or 13% (for 17 million in 1880) victims of Leo Il. 


This is how, because of manipulation, the direct and 100% 
monstrosity of Leopold Il was reduced to 13%. In the Hall of 
Monsters, Hitler, Stalin and Pol Pot lived locally and had excellent 
communications. The Congo, land of horrors, was 10,000 kilometers 
away with two to three months of round-trip information for 
Leopold Il, who never travelled to Africa. While Hitler, Stalin and Pol 
Pot raged alive, Hochshild makes Leopold Il act beyond the 23 years 
of the CFS, with 5, 17 or 22 yearsl“8!l of predation without him! 
Although it was a colonial system, the 10 million dead turned out to 
be an embellishment to sell a macabre storyifë2l. People love to read 
this too. But recruiting Hitler, Stalin, and Pol Pot is, without doubt, 
the greatest falsification in modern history! 


[464] Colonisation belge au Congo, www.CoBelCo.org 


[463] L’état libre du Congo : Paradis perdu. L’Histoire du Congo, 1876- 
1900, 2 VOL, Borgloon, Paula Bellings, 1996. 


[466] ED. Morel contre Léopold Il : L’Histoire du Congo, 1900-1910, 2 
VOL, Paris, L'Harmattan, 1996. 


[4671 220 million francs at the time ; the equivalent of more than 6 
billion French francs, in 1997. 


[468] Duculot, 1997. 


[469] porterage, chores for supplying food, and devastating diseases 
(smallpox, sleeping sickness, venereal diseases, ticks, etc.). 


[470] Nouvelle histoire du Congo, des origines à la RDC, Le Cri. 
[471] Or 2.3 to 5.6 million for the 23 years of the CFS. 

[472] Histoire du Congo, des origines à nos jours, Le Cri. 

[473] Or 2,5 to 5,1 million for the 23 years of the CFS. 

[474] King Leopold's Soliloquy, op.cit. 

[475] Canadian Lionel Gelber Prize, 1999. 


[476] He cites as “unpublished sources and archives” only pages 717- 
718 of the minutes of this commission, ín op.cit p 420. 


[477] Travail forcé pour le cuivre et pour l'or : L’Histoire du Congo, 
1910-1945, Borgloon, Paula Bellings, 1999. 


[478] “When Hochschild had the project of writing his book on 
Leopold II, he contacted the great Belgian historian specializing in 
colonization, Van Sina, who teaches at the University of Wisconsin. 
Van Sina did not recommend his own colleagues at Hochschild, nor 
Stengers, nor Vellut (etc.), but he told him to come and find me.” 
Marchal’s interview with Toudi, a Belgian anti-monarchy magazine, 
2001-2002. 


[479] “There is especially, for me, the historian Jules Marchal, who for 
more than 25 years has scrupulously investigated these aspects of the 
colonial past that so many of his compatriots prefer to ignore. His 
work serves as a model for all of us. * Hochshild inToudi, a Belgian 
anti-monarchy magazine, 2001-2002. 


[480] Total for the 23 years of the CFS varied: 8.2 million, 5.7 million, 
5.1 million. 


[481] 1880 to 1885; 1880 to 1885 then 1909 to 1920; 1880 to 1885 then 
1909 to 1925. 


[482] In 2020, Ben Affleck announced a movie inspired by Hochschild. 


The fraudulent legend of “hands cut off” 


The falsification of the history of the CFS is fed by conspiracy. The 
narrators would unveil a hidden or forgotten story. But everyone 
should discover how they hid the most important information, the 
one which shocks and which mobilizes the most: “the hands cut off 
from the living”! 


Roger Casement and the Congo Reform Association denounced, in 
1904, the atrocities that had been looping for a century. Investigators 
travelled immediately to Congo, with two missions[483]: to verify the 
accusations and to make recommendations to improve the fate of 
the Congolese and the governance of the country. The narrators 
downplay the stature, professionalism, and independence of the 
investigators because, according to their own prejudices, they were 
appointed by the alleged culprit, Leopold Il. They were three people, 
not ordinary ones. There was the Belgian Edmond Janssens, Advocate 
General at the Court of Cassation of Belgium. There was also the 
Italian Baron Giacomo de Nisco, president of the Boma Court of 
Appeal in the Congo, and the Swiss lawyer Edmond de Schumacher. 
Their room for manoeuvring was totall484l. 


The 122-pagel#ê5l report was presented on October 30, 1905. 


This is the proof, if necessary, of the solemnity of the hearings before the 
three investigators, in the middle of the forest in 1904, here in Basankusu © 
Delvaux. 


The next day, a commission was appointed “to study the conclusions 
of the Commission of Inquirys report, to formulate the proposals 
which they require and to seek practical means of carrying them 
out”. 


For lightness, the narrators never read the reporti#86l. By 
falsification, they never reported that the Commission had formally 
denied “hands from the living”, but rather, corpses! It wrote in black 
and white: “Except for two cases, the mutilations never had the 
character of torture inflicted on purpose and knowingly. One point is 
beyond doubt: never has the white man inflicted or caused to be 
inflicted, as punishment, for failure to provide services or for any 
other reason, such mutilations on living natives. Facts of this kind 
have not been brought to our attention by any witness, and, despite 
all our investigations, we have not discovered any.” 


Of course, the exception proves the rule! But with historical 
criticism, the lack of internal coherence of stories about “hands cut 
alive" makes them a real legend! 


[483] “To ascertain whether, in certain parts of the territory, acts of 
ill-treatment were committed against the population, either by 
individuals or by agents of the State, to point out any useful 
improvements and formulate, if the investigation reportedly noted 
abuses, proposals on the best ways to put an end to them for the 
well-being of the inhabitants and the good governance of the 
territory”. Article 5 of the decree of July 23, 1904 


[484] “The Government has no other instructions to give to the 
Commission than to devote all its efforts to the full manifestation of 
the truth. It intends to give it all its freedom, autonomy, and 
initiative for this purpose. The Government will depart from this rule 
of non-intervention only to give its officials and agents of all ranks 
formal and rigorous orders for them to lend the Commission 
unreserved assistance and assistance with a view to facilitating the 
accomplishment of its task.” Instructions of the Secretary of State of 
September 5, 1904. 


[485] Official Bulletin No. 9 and 10, 1905. 


[486] Hochschild only consulted, as “unpublished sources and 
archives”, pages 717-718 of the minutes of the Commission, in op.cit 
p 420. 
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Shades of gray 


The 10 million dead are not arithmetic. 


The figure impresses but is valid only because it relates to human 
beings. But the essentials should not be forgotten. Each victim 
counts, with his share of humanity! 


The story depicts slaves being subjected to “forced labour”. It is 
undoubtedly a degrading and demeaning image of those affected. 
This image must be decrypted. 


Everyone has seen that “forced labour” ís not chained. It was a head 
tax, individual or collective, usually in kind[4871, throughout colonial 
Africa. Everyone can perceive three particularities of the CFS. 


On the one hand, the tax was set at 40 hours of work per month or 
its equivalent in suppliesl*881. 


Then this work was paid[8°1. Even if the salary was insufficient, it 
did not ipso facto make slaves…. 


Finally, although it was a time of exploitation of the proletarians and 
peasants, everywhere in the world, the fairness of the wages of the 
population should be evaluated in the CFS. Everyone has learned that 
the high profits, obtained directly from “forced labour” and more 
from the international sales of rubber from the “private domain of 
the state”, fuelled up to 56% of the country’s budgetl*°l. It was a 
considerable financial effort that can be described as “taxpayers’ 
money”. With respect to the population, they must be thanked for 
the construction of their country. 


The 10 million dead were due to abuse. Everyone knows now that 
such acts were criminal and that, often, their perpetrators were 
punished by justicel*®!l. These sufferings are also human stories. No 
one can better feel them than the victims themselves. 


This is the case for the population of Ecuador. 


Lieutenant Rodolphe Arnold was the station chief of Ekuta, in Sud- 
Ubangi, in charge of the rubber harvest. In January 1901, he 


attacked the village of Kanda (Mbanza), which had refused to harvest 
rubber, and caused 200 deaths! Later, he spent nearly three years at 
the post of Banzyville (Gbadolite). His murderous methods of 
collecting rubber gave him the nickname “Zebayi’ or the “Mobayi 
leopard” who hunted the tax-resistant in the forestl#921. 


In the same region, Sergeant Louis-Joseph Royaux, who arrived in 
Zongo on December 2, 1892, had distinguished himself by his brilliant 
qualities as an administrator and organizer. Having become the 
station chief of Banzyville and Mokoangay, he succeeded in 
subjecting the fierce populations of lower and middle Ubangi to the 
authority of the CFS. 


With patience and practicality, he lived with the people, assimilated 
their languages, and made them willingly pay taxes in kind and 
provide contingents of recruits for the army. He acquired such moral 
ascendancy over these populations that he received the nickname 
Zidro. Thirty years later, when they were shown a picture of Royaux, 
the people of Ubangi enthusiastically exclaimed: “This ís Zidro, our 
former white man!” And they asked about him and if he was coming 
back[4?31. 


These are two opposed situations, depending on the behaviour of the 
CFS officers. There were distinct reactions and feelings from the 
same population. Like what, human stories, even painful ones, 
deserve a human approach too. 


While narrators spill "blood on the Lianas” of Ecuador, the martyred 
region of Gbadolite has not seen any “legendary hands cut off.” But 
the narrators are still talking about amputations all over the Congo! 


History shows that a native of the place became president of the DR 
Congo. Mobutu knew these atrocities well and could turn them into a 
business. He didn't mention it! 


This is how the truth often lies in the simple authenticity of the facts 
or in the story about them[#. But the narrators make it 
complicated. 


In principle, as in reality, there must exist, and there are, in the 
Congo, many differences in populations and their experiences. Even 
in the “heart of darkness’, there are inevitably shades of gray. A 
subcontinent cannot be considered or treated as a “one-piece”. The 
Congo cannot be simplified, crushed and crumbled like a uniform and 


obscure mass, inhospitable and traumatic, populated according to 
the colour of the skin, by white or black, by devils or angels. 


lt is a vast territory rich not only in resources, but also in 
breathtaking natural beauty. Its inhabitants are identifiable as 
individuals and respectable in their communities, their cultures and 
their intelligence, their stories and their history! 


Ten million deaths are many people and parts of humanity that must 
be considered from all angles. 


[487] In the French Congo, rubber was a method of paying tax in the 
hands of trading companies who also bought the product from the 
population. 


[4881 For rubber, the average was 10 working days per month. 


[489] Salary enforced since 1890; confirmed by decree of November 
18, 1903. 


[490] In 1901; 47% in 1908. 


[491] For example, Rodolphe Arnold was tried and sentenced to 12 
years in prison for murderous repression in the Bangala district, in 
1906, in Ecuador. 


[492] Te Mobusa Ngbwapkwa, L'exploitation du caoutchouc, op.cit. 


[493] In Biographie coloniale belge, T III, Institut royal colonial belge, 
1952. 


[494] In the manner of Nicolas Boileau, L'art poétique, 1674: “what is 
well conceived is clearly stated, and the words to say it comes 
easily”. 


Labelling 


The first explorers of Africa could afford the luxury of myopia in 
their observations of populations. It’s the same with the Chinese: at 
first, they look identical, but, by frequenting them, their physical 
differences appear, then their personalities. Ultimately, they are 
human beings in diversity! 


The narrators benefit from the hindsight of time, which provides 
clarity as people and events are observed. 


It is not enough to denounce the Treaty of Berlin in 1885, which 
organized the division of the continent. Later, in 1891, the CFS 
inherited the border, cited as the most arbitrary on the continent, at 
its southernmost tip, in the “Katanga strip’. To resolve the split 
between the Congo and Rhodesia, the neighbouring British 
possession, Leo Il called for the arbitration of King Humbert Ist of 
Italy. The king took the map and his pen, and he cut the Katangese 
boot ín a straight line from north to south, at the level of Lake 
Bangouélo. 


The division of Africa cut off cross-border nations, including Tabwa, Bemba, 
Lunda, Tshokwe, Holo, Yaka, Kongo, Teke, Yanzi, Mbakla, Ngbaka, Ngbandi, 
or Zande. 


Rather than taking into consideration the peoples established for 
centuries, the colonial powers preferred rivers and mountains to 
them. They had separated and amputated nations organized over 
large spaces, then granted painful and bloody pieces to the 
metropolis. These were countless “hands cuf off", called “tribes”. 


Whether internal or cross-border, the colonized peoples buried their 
particular and homogeneous histories under new national identities 
under new and multi-ethnic destinies. 


Borders have created new identity bases comparable to the founding 
myths of communities. Circumstances and dates are the “totems” for 
these new nations. 


To the Congolese, the narrators say this: “when you were born as a 
nation, in 1880, you counted 25 (or 20 or 17 million)! Leo Il killed ten 


million! You are the survivors; you continue with the remaining 
population! “ And since cattle are branded with a hot iron, they stuck 
the label “population of 1880" on the Congolese! 


What year as an identity? 


The Congolese are identified and they recognize themselves with the 
legal status of July 1, 1885, the day of the proclamation of the Congo 
Free State ( CFS), and on May 12, 1894, the day of the last of the 
series of treaties which delimited their country with 10,730 km of 
borders, the equivalent of a quarter of the circumference of the 
terrestrial globe! They are put together in a nation detached from 
internal and cross-border ethnic identities.[*°°1 But by 1880, nothing 
happened. 


That year, 1880, Stanley was getting ready. He had received the 
mission to “establish stations in Central Africa, study the region from 
Boma to Kisangani and seek commercial relations with the people of 
Haut-Congo”.[4%1 So, 1880 was not a historic event! 


If the Congolese had a distant antecedent, it would better be 1876, 
when Leo Il covetedl*?71 the area “from the coast of Zanzibar to the 
mouth of the Congo’. 


What nation as an identity? 


In 1880, there would have been 27.6 or 42.6 million Congolese, a 
number varying with the edition of French or English of Stanley's 
book. But everyone saw that this counting lacked foundation: the 
Congo Basin was unexplored and there was no Congolese territory, 
fifteen years before being delimited![4%81 A quantified population was 
even more absurd. The Basin was unexplored, but it was not empty 
of people! 


In 1880, there were kingdoms of all kinds and sizes, often 
fragmented and intertwined with each other. There were internal 
migrations, naturally by nomadism, or provoked by conflicts and by 
treaties. Until 1894, it was impossible to have assembled nations 
straddling future borders! For example, how many Lundas were 
Congolese in 1880 while they became later Gabonese, Congolese 
from Brazzaville, Angolans or Zambians? 


In short, the population number of 1880 cannot be the founding fact 
of the Congolese nation. Putting all populations in bulk in one bag 
stamped "1880" is labelling! People have the right and the need to 


have real benchmarks for their common origins. In this regard, the 
nation’s story of 1880 constitutes sacrilege! 


[495] “The Congolese can celebrate their national day on July 1, the 
day of the proclamation of the Congo Free State (CFS) in 1885. Or on 
May 12, the day of the 1894 treaty which completed the delimitation 
which remained unchanged! With this past, the Congo is the oldest 
independent country in Africa, after Ethiopia (800 BC) and Liberia 
(1847). In M. Yabili, Really, op.cit. 


[496] Société du comité d'études du Haut-Congo which became 
Association Internationale du Haut-Congo. 


[497] The Geographical Conference of Brussels, and the creation of 
the International African Association, ancestor of the International 
Association of Congo (AIC). 


[498] Pp. Jentgen, Les frontières du Congo Belge, Institut royal colonial 
belge, 1952. 


Sciences for human beings 


Stanley was not a fool. When he counted the population of the Congo 
in 1880 with his pifometer, he had in mind the trans-African 
ambitions of Leo Il ín 1876. The vast, coveted territory would 
become, in 1885, the “freedom of trade zone" covering roughly the 
Congo Basinl?%, twice the size of the CFS. 


Thus, the 25 million inhabitants with a pifometer in the Basin should 
have been rectified, proportionally, to 12.5 million for the real sized 
CFS. And when Mark Twain denounces that the 25 million “Congolese” 
of the Basin in 1880 were reduced to 15 million, he should recognize, 
without saying it, that the former population, corrected to 12.5 
million in 1880, had increased to 15 million, and that the “hands cut 
off" would have overpopulated the country! Such a result is not only 
absurd; it is, above all, the result of a lack of sincerity consisting of 
treating human beings as mere numbers. The global and universal 
public have been abused by the emotions aroused by the part of 
humanity in each of the 10 million missing… 


In fact, the Congolese are not the only ones to have been genociated 
by colonization. Long before them, the Amerindiansl®l were 
decimated by the Europeans who came to North and South America, 
for four centuries marked by wars, diseases, and violence. [201] 


The massacre led to tragedy. To resolve the shortage of manpower, 
Africans were enslaved and deported to America! But, curiously, the 
Amerindian victims are as numerous as the alleged missing in the 
Congol?°21, on a narrower territory and for a lesser duration. Why 
such dissimilar similarities? 


Across the Atlantic, depopulation is handled on a case-by-case basis, 
by event, and by location. Human and even planetary factors are 
considered. A study[°03l indicates that reforestation of abandoned 
Native American farmland has caused global climate cooling. But 
here, in the Congo, there are only figures. One point, one line! 


Anyway, the humanities are rich in shades of gray! For example, 
historians use archaeology and forensics. The narrators could well 


search for necropolises and tombs in order to unearth even a single 
“hand cut off" bone to be placed in a museum display case! It was 
easier to do since, unlike the European battlefields, there was no 
digging up bones to make fertilizer! But the narrator never looked for 
any physical or physical proof. Neither for maps of the density of the 
Congolese population. Based on data from the Gridded Population of 
the World, 2004. 
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According to data from the Gridded Population of the World, 2004 


According to demographers, 75% of Congolese live in a third of the 
territory. This data would allow updating of the pifometre 
measurements that Stanley applied to the whole country, the 
population density of a control polygonl?04l. Just “to see”, by 
transferring to one thirdl°2! of the territory the same Stanley sample 
of 806,000 people, there would be 8,128,906 inhabitants worth 75% 
of the population, and 25%, or 2,709,535 living in two thirds of the 


country. The grand total would be 10,838,441 Congolese in 1880. This 
result of the simple rule of three destroys the idea of 15 to 25 million 
inhabitants and related millions dead; these would be counted in the 
hundreds of thousands, according to recent demographic studies[°06! 
and endorsed by scientific personalitiesl207l, including a Belgian 
considered to be a “slayer” of Leopold 11(2081. 


Another useful science is human anthropology; it is focused on social 
and economic lifestyles. A Congolesel®0?l said that “we had not 
invented (not even copied) the primary technologies (the wheel, the 
plough, animal traction, the rudder, etc.) which enabled man to 
increase agricultural production, to build hard, to build cities.” But 
the narrators still castigate the “forced labour” which would have 
exhausted the resources of villages[?10l for feeding, in addition, a 
few thousand colonial mouths![°11] These real and human difficulties 
in livingP!2l indicate the inability to supply 15-25 million inhabitants 
in 1880. 


Finally, the population reached the arbitrary levels of 1880, but later, 
after 81 or 99 years. [2131 


It was not just a natural catch up. Across Africa, the improvement in 
economic, social, and health conditions and the impact on the birth 
rate have increased the population tenfold in a century. This 
common increase also means that there were not, naturally, 15 to 25 
million inhabitants in the Congo in 1880. 


There are other human considerations. For example, the Congo Basin 
is shaped like hair streaming down in braids from myriads of rivers 
that converge in Kinshasa. As this place was both the terminus of the 
waterways and the access, by rail, to the seaport of Matadi, it 
became the “natural” capital of the country, in 1929. 
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An 
anal 


All waterways lead to Kinshasa 


Another science, economic geography, shows that wild rubber 
production areas and river transport routes converge mainly in 
Ecuador Province. There were also abuses linked to the exploitation 
of this natural resource and also the highest tax in kind[?14]. This is 
also where Casement and the Commission of Inquiry into the “hands 
cut off" visited. This human science does not allow to spread the 
Ecuadorian system and madness across the Congo! 


In addition, the reality of the hydrological network has several 
consequences. On the one hand, the Congo River and the Oubangui 
River formed the western and north-western borders, so that in case 
populations were tortured on the left bank with the “ransom and 
hands cut off the CFS”, they crossed over to the French bankl®151. 
These border migrations, in one sense as in the other, were 


facilitated by the ethnic homogeneity of the neighbouring 
populations. 


On the other hand, the “tortured” populations could move away from 
their usual waterways to find refuge inland[?161, 


Taken into account, this human data, all in shades of gray, 
disqualifies stories of massacres and depopulation based on the 
simple image of deserted or abandoned villages. 


In this regard, the populations also produced wild rubber. They also 
sold it to other people who were tax debtors, so they could hand 
over the product to the CFS’s agents without having to harvest it. 
And even, the rubber was trafficked to neighbouring countries when 
they offered a better price![3171 


All of these human factors show that the CFS was not a 
compartmentalized cell like a prison of terror filled with slaves who 
were amputated and kept in chains. 


However, the narrators boil it all down to the rubber calamities that 
are widespread, anywhere, and at any time. This is a domino theory 
story: the fall of one coin drags all the others. Is this theory verified? 
In fact, the Congo is made up of 450 tribes, of which 250 are the 
main ones. These are 8 linguistic families comprising 212 languages, 
including 34 non-Bantu, Ubangi or Nilo-Saharan. 


Langues soudana 
Sutarsc lan pamges 


© Africamuseum 


Languages enjoy a privileged status. They are the element of identity 
in the Congo: people belong to the clan whose dialect they are 
speaking! Like what, tribalism would be linguistic.… 


Languages are also alive. In societies with an oral tradition, 
languages name people, characters, and important events. Names 
and nicknames should be picked up and listed for blood rubber, 
executioners, hands cut off and massacres. 


Everyone saw that the Belgian officers who had operated in 
Gbadolite, were nicknamed, according to their good or bad 
behaviour, “ZeBayi-Mobayi"[?181, the leopard" or Zidrol?191. It was so 
across the country[?201. 


Linguistics may locate and date the exactions, their geographic 
extensions, and their repercussions. Remarkably, stories say that 
colonial violence under the CFS was expressed by the widespread 


nickname of mboula-matari or bula matari (the stone breaker). This 
nickname was unanimously used to refer first to Stanley, then to any 
colonial authority. On closer inspection, this was not an image of 
“crushing people to dust’. This word expresses the strength and 
admiration for the first dynamizations of the cataracts that had 
isolated the interior of the country and, therefore, for its 
construction, despite obstacles! 


The Congo is also a mosaic of legal institutions, sometimes opposed, 
like patrilineal and matrilineal filiations, polygamy and compulsory 
monogamy or polyandry, and also social relations, cultural and 
artistic backgrounds, crafts and industries, pharmaceuticals, etc. 


What they have in common is the oral transmission of memory and 
knowledge from one generation to the next. 


An Achilles tendon! 


Indeed, the word-of-mouth modus operandi requires the interaction 
of generations, older narrators, and younger listeners. If there was a 
missing link, everything would be lost, because “in Africa, when an 
old man dies, it's a library that burns! 211" In such a context, a red 
rubber tsunami that would have swept across the country would have 
devastated more than 10 million people. A bloodletting of 40 to 60% 
of the population would have disrupted or prevented the 
conservation and transmission of intangible heritage. 


At the very least, such a cataclysm would have left lasting traces, 
caused the disappearance of languages and knowledge, of traditions, 
and caused anthropological breaks, gaps in collective memory, and 
even unexpected mixtures. Etc. 


Despite the “disaster” of the “legendary hands cut off”, the vast 
Congo has kept plural traditions so diverse and going back so far into 
the mists of time that they sometimes constitute real obstacles to 
the harmonious, effective and rapid development of the people and 
of the country. The heritage of Human Anthropology has kept its 
components in languages, political and legal systems, songs and 
dances. The disaster only exists because the narrators have not been 
able, or wanted, to pay respect to human lives, individual and 
collective. 


Persistence ín talking about 10 million dead is fashioning a “mono- 
bloc” Congo with smoothed and calibrated Congolese, also degraded 


and humiliated, to serve as pieces of a domino game, as simple 
objects and numbers in a macabre arithmetic. This is shocking! 


[499] See map, supra p 201. 

[500] American Natives. 

[501] Deportations, destruction of resources, confinement in reserves. 
[502] 10 to 14 million victims. 

[503] Universities of Leeds and University College London, 2019. 


[504] Stanley had counted 806,000 inhabitants in a polygon of 77,504 
km?2. 


[505] One third of the territory measures 781,666 km?. 
[506] Jean-Paul Sanderson, La démographie, op.cit. 


[507] Jean-Luc Vellut, Léo |l: fantasmes et histoire, La libre.be, 
March, 2019. “The field of ignorance gives space to fake news, 
narcissism, even the ubiquitous”. 


[508] Guy Vanthemsche, De feiten moeten kloppen, ook over Congo, 
De Standaard, February 2019. “The most plausible scenario is several 
hundred thousand fewer inhabitants, between 1885 and 1920, rather 
than several million”. 


[509] Albert Kisonga, in La Libre Belgique, March, 3, 2005 

[510] Ndaywell, op.cit. 

[511] 2000 Europeans, 15,000 troops with their families. 

[512] 

[5131 

[14] Per month: 2, 4, 6 (Abir) or 9 kg (Mongala), Commission of 
Inquiry. 


15] Several, including Casement, Te Mobusa and Van Reybroeck, 
spoke about it. 


[516] Te Mobusa Ngbwapkwa, l'exploitation, op.cit. 


17] Léon Verbeek, Filiation et usurpation, histoire socio-politique 
de la région entre Luapula et Copperbelt, MRAC,1987 ; Jelmer Vos, 
The Economics of the Kwango Rubber Trade,1900, International 
symposium, Angola, Berlin, 2003. 


18] Rodolphe Arnold ; he was sentenced to 12 years in prison. 


[519] Louis-Joseph Royaux. Later, when aged people, in Ubangi, saw a 
picture of Royaux, they exclaimed enthusiastically: “This is Zidro, our 
old white man! 


[520] For example, Bishop Callewaert received the nickname of 
Kakulu (the little one who is tall); Fernand-Louis Miot, member of 
the 4th anti-slavery expedition, was named Kitumbo, (the pot- 
bellied); Henri-Philippe-Joseph Docquier was nicknamed Kidoma (the 
screamer) and Kitambala (towel). In Biographie coloniale belge, 
Institut royal colonial belge. 


[5211 Quote lent to Amadou Hampâté Bâ, Unesco, 1960. 


Giving it a name 


In a basic law course, the chapter on faults and responsibility 
teaches that only mature and fully aware people are answerable. 
And, in criminal matters, children are never judged or sentenced, 
because they are oblivious to the acts they are doing; their parents 
are responsible for the damage they have caused. It is the same for 
an animal; it is not provided with any conscience; it acts 
instinctively; it can be judged or sentenced to imprisonment; the 
dog’s handler is responsible for the bites. 


Very characteristically, there is persistence in denying the maturity 
and humanity of Africans. He is irresponsible. When encountered, 
the White becomes the master, and the Black his dog! Slavery is 
denounced as a “crime against humanity”. People think of the whites 
who bought, transported, resold, redeemed, and subjugated the 
blacks. Nobody sees that, on the Atlantic bank, there were hardly 
any raids by the slavers on the Indian coast. This was due to the 
“sovereign”, voluntary and decisive intervention of the kingdoms of 
Kongo; Abomeyl?22l, Mozambique, Madagascar, and the Ashantil?2?] 
federation, which conducted a largely unrecognized business. Voices 
are beginning to rise against this dark past. The Catholic Church in 
Africa has even called for prayer for forgiveness for these crimes of 
slavery committed by “our” ancestors[2241, 


The narrators hardly show rewarding images of admirable and 
responsible people. Because there was. 


In the abuses in the Congo, only the white man is seen, never the 
soldier or the sentry who used violence, even in the absence and 
without the knowledge of the white man. We feel sorry for the 
victims, but at the same time, we deny the black person direct 
responsibility or complicity; we deny him humanity. 


Mark Twain’s book blamed Leo Il directly for the cannibalism of the 
local chiefs. The White was responsible; the Black was violent, 
instinctive, savage, and irresponsible. 
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Reproduction of a photo of Mulumba N’Cusa, the chief of a cannibalistic 
tribe near Luebo. In King Leopold’s Soliloquy by Mark Twain. © ARR. 


By treating colonial violence in this way, the narrators make the 
black man the white man’s Rottweiler. 


This is called racism. 


The fact remains that the 10 million dead are displayed as a trophy 
of the first humanitarian campaign in history, the one that invented 
the term “crime against humanity”. This gigantic number leads a life 
of its own; it doesn’t matter if the victims were 25, 20 or 17 million, 


or if the infernal period was double the length of the CFS! The Anglo- 
Saxons punish each murder and they have criminals who are 
sentenced to hundreds of years ín prison. But in our culture of Civil 
Law, a single victim suffices for the supreme sanction of the horror 
of having ended the lives of one or more human beings. This 
obsession with mountains of the dead is suspect. 


Everyone has seen that the 10 million victims have not left their 
mark on the collective memory of the Congolese, nor do they 
resemble historical massacres. No human science can shed light on 
the disappearance of so many people, in modus operandi or in spatial 
and temporal repercussions. 


Since the narrators do not even seek science, by what right do they 
brandish ten million pairs of “legendary hands cut off" to immediately 
handcuff them to the year 1880 as the basis of the Congolese 
national identity? Labelling and disposing of subsequent generations 
at the same time? 


In the elementary course of law, it is taught that there are two kinds 
of property. There are “unique goods’, identified well, for which 
others cannot be substituted; a human being is of this nature. There 
are also “gender things” like oil or bricks; they are worth according to 
the quantities measured in litres or in kilos. 


The crystallization of 10 million reduces the Congolese to things of 
nature. In fact, all of the famous detractors of Leopold Il had not 
always looked at the people. George W. Williams was concerned with 
the dignity of people, not only tortured, but also abused. But the 
Congo Reform Association used the victims to try to overthrow the 
monarch. 


No alternative to colonization was offered, despite Liberia’s 
precedent. The detractors dressed people to take pictures of hands 
cut off to be exhibited 10,000 km away, in London. At the obligatory 
stopover in the port of Matadi, the prosecutors were not called upon 
to punish the perpetrators of the atrocities and to award ex officio 
compensation to the victims. 


Nobody ever suggested recruiting Legionaries to free the poor 
enslaved, or sending food, or organizing refugee camps in 
neighbouring countries. Even from London, they didn’t approach the 
Congolese protection commission. It was a “failure to assist people in 


danger”! It was criminal, too! Their goal was not always or absolutely 
humanitarian! 


Those who unearthed “hands cut off" to crucify the supposed 
precursor of Hitler and Stalin never looked up at the humanity of the 
Congolese caught in incessant convulsions. They had their own 
hidden calendar. 


As | write these lines, Europe has shaken its economy to take care of 
a few unproductive old people; France has requisitioned TGVs and 
planes to transfer a few patients with COVID-19. Barack Obama was 
moving to greet the coffin of a repatriated soldier. 


But since Blacks have no intrinsic value, the narrators take a lot of 
blacks to give them visibility, which makes them worth talking about. 
So, they counted a million dead behind each of the ten photos of the 
“legendary hands cut off". A ticket for a million human beings to gain 
access to humanity. … 


This is also called racism! 


[522] Dahomey. 
[523] F-X. Fauvelle, Atlas, op.cit. 


[524] Pilgrimage of Bishops to Gorée Island, Senegal, http://peres- 
blancs.cef.fr/goree.htm,2003. 


THE FAKE NEWS OF ALL TIME! 


| had a dream. After the garbage truck passed, and unbeknownst to 
me, Alex had sniffed the lid of the litter, before coming back to rub 
against me. Despite all precautions, | was exposed to COVID-19. It 
was violent! 


All dreams are fuelled by reality. In the country, governance failures 
have even evacuated the existence of the pandemic; wearing a mask 
has become as ridiculous as nudity in public, and people are like viral 
bombs in free circulation. This too is violent! 


Any person at risk is exposed to Russian roulette! In a matter of 
hours, energy and activity can be washed away! And because of Alex, 
my historical review of Leopold Il might be delayed or lost. |l couldn't 
keep any longer my manuscript. | will leave it here. 


| never imagined that the chicotte scene at the introduction of this 
book would happen again at the time of its conclusion. Again? 


In Kalemie, a few days before the 60th anniversary of the country’s 
independence, a public official whipped somebody so violently that 
the victim’s buttocks doubled ín size! A redundancy of Leopoldian 
violence, without Leopold II! This is what is worrying here, in the 
Congo! 


This happened in June 2020. Screenshot, social media. © ARR. 


Some people spend plenty of time unearthing Leopold Il, who died in 
1909. Some present him as the greatest criminal of all time, the 
inspirator or precursor of the German Adolphe Hitler, the Russian 
Joseph Stalin, or even the Cambodian Saloth Sâr known as Pol Pot. 
Everyone has seen that these qualifiers and comparisons come from a 
selective journalist[>251, so superficial that he had not consulted the 
9,777 pages of the Official Bulletin of the Congo Free State. Or so 


dishonest that he dismissed its contents. This internal inconsistency 
in the stories makes him a storyteller. 


la capsule magique pour faire un « Hitler-Staline-Pol Pot » 
contient toujours 10 millions de morts | 


Population 


Population 
_F 17 millions 
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en 40 ans en 45 ans 
1880 -1908 1880 -1920 1880 -1925 
Hochschild’s magic capsule for making a “Hitler-Stalin-Pol Pot’ always contains 
10 million dead, in 28, 40 or 45 years! 


Whatever initial population would havde been 25 or 20 or 17 million. 
The “genocide”, the “holocaust” of Leo Il, with variable geometry © Author. 


Mocking the world, he placed a capsule of 10 million dead in a 
graduated test tube. According to whether the population, in 1908, 
was estimated at 15, then at 10, then at 7 million, he added liquid so 
that the capsule floats and indicates the previous population, in 
1880, of 25, then 20, then 17 million inhabitants! 


To crown his “variable geometry”, the journalist spreads the crime 
over 28, 40, then 45 years; well beyond the reign and life of 
Leopold II. 


In addition, the first denunciation of the reduction of the population 
to 15 million, in 1908, out of the 25 million in 1880, in the basin of 
the Congo, which is twice as large as the country, should indicate, 
proportionally, a Congolese population of 12, 5 million in 1880, which 
would therefore have increased to 15 million under Leo Il! Historical 


criticism dismisses these accounts as having internal inconsistencies 
and variable geometry. 


It’s not just about Leopold Il; the victims are also unearthed. The 
Congolese should be honoured by the truth; the affabulation of the 
past freezes them in degrading and non-dignity postures! 


According to the narrators, Leopold Il enslaved the Congolese to 
pocket the money from their labour, blood and sweat, the rubber 
fortune and the dividends of the companies, in which he 
systematically took shares, but for the State. 


Everyone could see that indeed there had been a significant, even 
phenomenal enrichment; indisputable! Everyone could also see that 
this money landed in the coffers of the Congo Free State. Between 
1891 and 1908, total budgetary revenues increased from 0.6 to 35 
million Congolese francsi®261, 


The most important resources came from fields in the private domain 
of the State and from the “forced labour” of the Congolese, with a 
growth of 0.8 to 16 million francs. These trading companies yielded 
dividends of $ 0.6 million to S 2 million. Belgium and Leo Il rented 
fewer funds. This data is consistent and forms the historical truth. 


BRRARKAERREERARKAE 


CFS budget revenue. 1. Total 2. Domain and “forced labour” 3. Dividend 
4.Belgium 5. Léo Il © Marvin & M. Yabili. 


Making Leopold Il the greatest criminal of all time has become the 
greatest “fake news’ of all time! 


Everyone is astonished, indignant! The repetition of these 
fabrications humiliates the Congolese, who need resilience. But 
everyone has the right to know the real truth! What was the real 


thing that happened in Leopold Il’s Congo? This is to be sought, 
together, by historical criticism. 


To be continued! 


[523] Adam Hochschild, King Leopold, op.cit. 


[526] Equivalence of the franc with the German Reichsmark (or Mk). 


Ben Affleck’s Human Zoo 


In a staging of a macabre aesthetic, ten million pairs of “legendary 
hands cut off" are dumped like crushed paper into the bowl of 
Léopold Il. Then the narrators flush the toilet! 


This repeated gesture each time removes pages of human history. 
There is more to CFS than a mad and nauseating quest for self- 
enrichment through rubber. The Congo did not have 20 million hands 
of gum bleeders which were cut off. There have been 23 years with 
at least 5,750 stories from 250 tribal communities and 8,365 days as 
the sun rose and set on every Congolese. 


The flushing of water, evacuating humanity to leave nothing but 
horror floating in the basin, is still manifesting itself as |l write. A 
Nobel Peace Prizel®271 honoured raped women in South Kivu. But the 
worldwide condemnation of “rape as a weapon of war” has evacuated 
the reality of a Congo which is not limited to Kivu and of a province 
which does not only have sexually abused women! 


Dual Identity (Kivu Woman) © Pamela Tulizo, 2019 


The Congolese woman has a “double identity."[228l There is the one 
that is chased by the media and aid workers, attacked every day and 
everywhere, miserable and devastated. There is the majority, who 
are ordinary, active and creative; their hard work brings them 
economic independence in couples. 


Neither veiled, nor excised, nor infibulated, the Congolese woman, 
physically intact, is neither naive nor reckless about walking happily 
while covering herself with a light loincloth, without a belt or 
staples, without fear of being undressed at the first corner of the 
street or in favour of the first darkness. The Congolese woman is the 
most liberated in Africa! Conversely, the absence of a Me Too 
movement in DR Congo does not mean that there are no assaulted 
women. 


lt was under these circumstances that an American film producerl>2?! 
showed noble compassion for raped women in Kivu. They have 
become a journalistic vogue, or even a business. Wives are 
encouraged to complain about conjugal rape, or young people to see 
only violence ín this object of tenderness and happiness that is sex, 
or legislators to repress all sexual relations before eighteen years. As 
a conqueror, the American has seen and understood it all. Veni, vidi, 


vici![230] He flushed the toilet on the abused and degraded Congolese 
woman to see in the bowl, Oh miracle! ten million amputated slaves 
and the floating beard of Leopold Il. Enough to produce a 
cinematographic human zoo Where jets of blood in 3D would spray 
spectators whose hearts would bleed when listening to, in Dolby 
Stereo, the groans of slaughtered animals. This is old Hollywood; not 
Black Panther’si5311. 


It is without concern for the dignity of the Congolese, unearthed as 
humiliated, and degraded. It’s shocking! 


[527] Docteur Denis Mukwege, Nobel 2018 


[528] Pamela Tulizo; one of the three artists inspired by the Katangese 
Women of 1962, but diverted into “colonial violence” (see supra 
p 48). 


[529] Ben Affleck, with a screenplay by Adam Hochschild on 
Leopold Il, 2020. 


301 Julius Caesar after the conquest of Gaul: | came, | saw, | 
conquered! 


[531] Co-written and directed by Ryan Coosgler, 2018. 


TRANSLATIONS 
of extracts from the Official Bulletin 


Page 115. 


State private estate. A decree of the Sovereign King dated 
December 5, 1821, provides that the state lands designated in 


article 2 of the decree of October 30, 1892 (F. VIII), form a private 
estate of the State. The net revenues from this area will be 
allocated to the payment of public expenditure. 


Page 143. 


The Commander-in-Chief of the state forces in Manyema is 
authorized to collect, by means of services, part of the resources 
from this region necessary to pay for the extraordinary expenses 
occasioned by the eradication of the revolt of the Arabs. 


Page 195, 


ARTICLE 3. At each native chief’s investiture, a table will be drawn 
up indicating the name of the village and its exact location, the 
names of the notables, the number of huts, and the number of the 
population (men, women and children). 


ARTICLE 4. The district commissioners will also draw up a table of 
the annual services to be provided by each village in products 
(maize, sorghum, palm oil, peanuts, etc.), in chores, in workers or 
in soldiers. 


Page 195, 


Articles 2, 28, 29, 31, 32, 33 and 34 are replaced by the following 
provisions: ART. 28. Each year, before September 1st, the District 
Commissioners draw up the rolls of taxes due for the following year 
by the natives living in the territory of the district. Before March 


Ist of each year, the District Commissioner establishes an 
additional role for the registration of natives registered after 
September Ist of the previous year. New impositions on the 
additional rolls are not recoverable before the following July 1st. 


Page 199. 


The Government informed the Council on this subject: At the 
beginning of 1911, there existed in the Belgian Congo, not 
including Katanga, 1,932 chiefdoms with a population of 1,949,790 
inhabitants. A work carried out by the Central Administration, 
using the statistical tables of the new chiefdoms organized since 
the end of 1910, indicates that these figures must be added: 1,711 
chiefdoms with a population of 1,313,063 inhabitants (429,628 
men, 513,000 women, and 379,415 children), and also 240 


unregistered chiefdoms. That means a total of 3,643 chiefdoms and 
a registered population of 3,262,853 inhabitants. The Central 
Administration does not have any precise statistical data on the 
censuses carried out in Katanga. As additional information, 
reported by data received from Africa a few days ago, the number 
of chiefdoms would amount to 101 for Katanga and 4,246 for the 
rest of the Colony. 


Page 210. 


Agreement between the State, Societe Abir and Societé Anversoise 
du Commerce au Congo. By agreements dated September 12, 1906, 
authorized by a decree of the same date. 1 * The Abir Company 
has waived all the advantages resulting from its concession to the 
State, on condition that the State cedes to it, on the quay in 
Antwerp, and this until September 26, 1952, the rubber to be 
collected on the territory it acquired as a concession, at the price 
of CHF 4.50 per kilogram, this price may be reviewed every five 
years. The transfer of said rubber may be replaced, after each 
period of twelve years and under certain conditions, by the annual 
payment of a sum of money. 2° The Société Anversoise du 
Commerce au Congo has ceded to the State all the advantages 
resulting from its concession, on condition that the State cedes to 
it, on the quay in Antwerp, until December 31, 1952, the rubber to 
be collected on the territory it acquired as a concession, at the 
price of fr. 4.50 per kilogram, this price may be reviewed every 
five years. The transfer of said rubber may be replaced, after each 
period of twelve years and under certain conditions, by the annual 
payment of a sum of money. 
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